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COMBAT AMMUNITION 

Everything You Need to Know 

by Duncan Long 

Whether you own a pistol, revolver, submachine gun, assault rifle or shotgun, you can make 
your own special ammo—ammo that can’t be found anywhere else! Combat Ammunition 
explains how to create multiple-projectile rounds, exploding bullets, safety slugs, armor- 
piercing bullets and tracers. Just as important, learn which designs do nof work in combat, 
what bullets are bestsuited for particular situations and weapons, and howto safely increase 
the effectiveness of any caliber of weapon through careful ammo selection. From scratch, 
safely create primers, powder substitutes or modern smokeless powders, improvised bullets 
and brass cases by following the step-by-step procedures presented. Sniper rounds, 
silencer loads, minimization of muzzle flash, ballistic charts, and a list of companies special¬ 
izing in ammo and related equipment are included. SYz x 11, hardcover, illus., photos, tables, 
charts, appendices, 136 pp. $19.95 



MAKE ’EM PAY 

Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 
the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man In the 
world and author of the infamous Get 
Even brings you the latest In dirty 
tricks, schemes, scams and stunts. 
Getting back at a landlord, politician, 
salesman, utility, restaurant, or 
supermarket is a cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques. For 
entertainment only! 5Vi x BVi, hard¬ 
cover, 224 pp. $14.95 
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TOP SECRET: A CLANDESTINE 
OPERATOR’S GLOSSARY 
OF TERMS 

by Bob Burton 

Spy dust. HUMINT, COSMIC TOP 
SECRET —learn the meaning of 
these and over 800 more terms of 
international espionage. This A to Z 
of spy jargon covers the CIA, uncon¬ 
ventional warfare and special ops. 
codes and ciphers, and intelligence 
in general. 51^ x BVz, softcover, 
136 pp. $10.00 
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KUNOiCHI: DEADLY SISTERHOOD 
OF THE NINJA 

by Terri Shimura 

Only the female Ninja of feudalJapan 
could match thetr masterful mascu¬ 
line counterparts. Now the most ad¬ 
vanced techniques of kuno«chi-no- 
jitsu can teach anyone to overcome 
the larger, more powerful adversary 
—to attack the most vulnerable and 
vital parts of the body, escape any 
hold, and wield the kunoichi'sexotic 
weapons. 5V5 x 8’A, softcover. 124 
photos. 104 pp. $10.00 


BALISONG: THE LETHAL ART OF 
FILIPINO KNIFE FIGHTING 

by Sid Campbell, Sonny Umpad 
and Gary Cagaanan 

The blinding blurof the deadly balisong in motion. Its whirl¬ 
wind lethality can now be yours when you step on the path 
of the Filipino knife fighter. Three experts have now com¬ 
bined their knowledge of the balisong, martial arts and self- 
defense to take you step-by-step through the exacting train¬ 
ing. Start with the basics of concealing, drawing, flipping 
and gripping the balisong and then proceed through the 
four mam phases of treiningfor balisong expertise, training 
techniques perfected in the Philippines for over 400 years. 
5’A X 8Vb, softcover, 220 photos, glossary, 192 pp. $12.00 
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NINJA DEATH TOUCH 

by Asbrda Kim 

Here are the secrets of the unholy 
science that kills with a wave of a 
hand! Certain Ninja practiced the 
Death Touch, a type of black 
medicine that destroys through 
manipulation of the body's nervous, 
circulatory and Chi systems. Learn 
Dim Hsueh, Dim Ching and the In¬ 
famous Dim Mak techniques. Illus¬ 
trated with step-by-step photos. 5’A 
X QVi, softcover. illus., 104 pp. 

$10.00 


THE AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE 
by Duncan Long 

The AR'15/M16 is so revered and respected that nations 
around the globe have adopted it—or many of its features— 
for use by their own armies. Now comes the definitive book 
on the rifle that has been the inspiration for so many mod¬ 
ern assault rifles. Invaluable to the M16 owner, this com¬ 
prehensive book has info on grenade launchers, assembly 
and disassembly, trouble-shooting, ballistics and ammo, 
combat use, military use and testing, and functioning. Vir¬ 
tually any accessory for the AR-15 is listed, as are parts 
suppliers and sources for additional product mfo. 8V5 x 11. 
softcover. illus., photos. 168 pp. $16.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 



U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions. diving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion, survival, and more. 8V4 x 11. 
softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 


. NIGHT FIGHTER’S HANDBOOK 

by Dennis J. Popp 

Under cover of darkness, the trained night fighter stalks 
then strikes at his unwary enemy, Familiarity with the night 
can be the key to victory in combat. Major Popp wrote this 
manual to train U.S. light infantry in the latest night-fighting 
techniques. Here is all the info to carry out the successful 
night operation: the physical and psychological factors to 
consider; night movement and positions; signalling; navi¬ 
gation, including map and terrain analysis: target detection 
and engagement; illumination techniques; night vision 
devices and their use; and the training techniques that will 
make your men successful night fighters. 8'A x 11, soft- 
cover, illus.. 72 pp $10.00 
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KEEP’EM ALIVE 
The Bodyguard’s Trade 
by Paul Elhanan 

The disciplined art of bodyguarding 
—its attractions, its demands, its 
dangers, and why this author would 
do nothing else but! Entertaining yet 
informative, Elhanan reveals the 
trade: the clientele; the opposition to 
took out for; different types of jobs; 
how to stay on the right side of the 
law: tips on driving, cars, weapons, 
communication; and more. 5% x 8%. 
softcover, 128 pp. $10.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they’re getting the goods on 
vou with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Called “possibly the most dan¬ 
gerous book," this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want—and how they (including Big 
Bro) are getting into your private info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any target, over 100 sources for equipment 
and superspy systems, lockpick technology, how poly¬ 
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter¬ 
measure equipment, and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price of this book? 8Vi x 11, softcover. 
illus., 264 pp $30.00 



NIGHT OF THE NINJA 

by Max Abelard 

One by one the rulers of Kunitoki 
castle are mysteriously killed by 
ninja assassins. Who is behind this 
ninja conspiracy to destroy the in¬ 
habitants of the castle? In this fasci¬ 
nating and complex tale, novelist 
Abelard weaves intrigue, action and 
romance into a classic confronta¬ 
tion between Samurai and ninja. 
Who will prevail in this contestto the 
death? 4y4 x 7, softcover. 216 pp. 

$ 10.00 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 
In every respect, except for our weatherproof cover and 
handy pocketsize, this is an exact reprint of the famous Army 
Field Manual 31 -20. (All illustrationsand every one of the 535 
pages of vital info are included.) Whether you're involved in 
non-nuclear or nuclear warfare, unconventional warfare or 
counterinsurgency ops, this manual covers what you need to 
know. Improvised weapons, intelligence, psychological ops. 
communications, logistics, survival, infiltration. Special 
Forces field maneuvers, demolition, raids and ambushes, 
amphibious air ops, and more are covered. 4x5, softcover. 
illus., glossary, index, 535 pp. $14.95 
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COMMAND 

GUIDANCE 

by Robert K. Brown 


S OMETHING stinks about the 
Pentagon’s body count for the 
Vietnam War. 

That isn’t news, of course. Eve¬ 
nings in my A-camp at Tong Le 
Chon were often lightened by 
laughter about DOD’s version of 
how many communists we all 
killed. Fm sure we wouldn’t have 
laughed so loud if we’d had any idea 
how long we would regret the 
brass’s arithmetic. Then, of course, 
we had no way of knowing that the 
big lies would be told about our 
own missing. 

For some time now, the Viet¬ 
namese have been telling us that all 
lost American troops have been re¬ 
turned. Indeed, in the last few years 
the U.S. military and 
our own government 
have begun to echo the 
communist cant. Elab¬ 
orate instrumentalities 
have been established 
to convince us that all 
our comrades who 
were alive were sent 
home. Finally, the 
Reagan administration 
smugly predicted that 
the POW/MIA issue 
would be settled for all 
and good in the fore¬ 
seeable future ... after all, that was a 
campaign promise. 

Yet, perhaps because some keep 
telling the Vietnamese that they 
won’t get agreed-upon aid until the 
books really balance, our old ene¬ 
mies are changing their song in the 
middle of the melodrama. In case 
you don’t read page 30 of your local 
newspaper, over the last half-year 
the Vietnamese government has 
been making rumblings about 
"*areas not under complete govern¬ 
ment control” and ^independent 
guerrilla groups in Laos.” Ordinari¬ 
ly, we could blow this off as ex¬ 
cuses for the apparent disorder in 
Southeast Asia, but this time those 
offhand comments have a very 



sharp point. 

I think we’re going to see live 
Americans appear out of the jungle 
within the next year. They’ll be 
brought out with no advance 
notice, and I’d bet that the first live 
MIA will appear before the end of 
’86 — Just a hunch. 

So, what does that tell us about 
the last ten years of sweeping the 
POW/MIA issue under the rug? 
Well, in a funny way it all goes back 
to bookkeeping. Governments — 
like most businesses — hate loose 
ends. Problems aren’t so much 
problems as accounting errors. 

SOF doesn’t want accounting: 
We want accountability. And we’re 
going to get a good count on the 
Americans who didn’t 
come back from Viet¬ 
nam — and what hap¬ 
pened to them — even 
if we have to investi¬ 
gate the U.S. govern¬ 
ment’s involved of¬ 
fices one at a time. A 
couple of years ago we 
ran an expose on the 
government’s lack of 
support for the Joint 
Casualty Resolution 
Center. That resulted 
in a sudden upgrade of 
facilities for the office then tasked 
with accounting for American dead 
and missing. 

In July’s SOF we take on the 
Army’s Central Identification 
Laboratory in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
Read our report on forensic anthro- 
pologist Dr. Michael Charney’s 
contentions that there are irregu¬ 
larities concerning CIL’s personnel 
credentials and scientific findings. 

I am dedicated to forcing an hon¬ 
orable resolution to our national 
shame over POW/MIA accountabil¬ 
ity. Our expose of government lax¬ 
ity in bringing back our men aban¬ 
doned in Vietnam isn’t our first 
venture into this area, and it won’t 
be our last. ^ 
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A tiger^s 

LIFE... 

Sirs: 

For many years when 
my family and I visited 
the Toledo Zoo one of 
the first animals we 
sought out was Tuffy 
the Tiger. Tuffy lived in 
a comer cage of the 
mammal house, in front 
of whk-h was a sign that 
proclaimed he was a gift 
of the 93rd Transport 
Company, U.S, Army. 

Your April issue story, 
“Soc Trang Tigers,” 
filled in part of Tuffy’s 
history. I called the zoo 
to find out the rest. Ms. 
G. Savata, curator of 
mammals, kindly 
answered my inquiries 
about this particular 
tiger and I thought SOF 
readers might be 
interested, too. 

Tuffy arrived at the 
Toledo Zoo on 3 July 
1962 in a crate made 
from steel runway 
matting. The zoo had 
agreed to pay the freight 
charges for Tuffy which, 
considering the weight 
of the cage, was more 
than the animal was 
worth. The zoo had 
been offered Tuffy so 
that the members of the 
93rd who lived close to 
Toledo could visit their 
mascot when they 
returned from Vietnam. 

During his time at the 
zoo Tuffy fathered many 
offspring. Unfortunately, 
none reside in Toledo 
any longer. 

Tuffy died on 13 
June 1980 of liver and 
kidney ailments. I have 
always enjoyed animals 
and the big cats are of 
particular interest to me. 
Tuffy was a kind of 
special cat, but then to 
me all Vietnam vets are 
special. 

D.J. Parker 
Deshler, Ohio 

For all you vets who 
knew Tu^ this must 
come as bad news. But 
then, for all of you who 
wondered what became 
of him, now you know. 




S TAND UP FOR 
THE MIAs... 

Sirs: 

Well, I just subscribed after four years of 
purchasing SOF off the newsstand. I subscribed for 
two different reasons. The first is I can hardly get to 
a newsstand fast enough to get a copy of SOF. I 
think that is because the public finally realizes that 
one hell of a lot of crap and untruths are coming 
out of the TV news and off the newspaper wire 
services. 

The second reason is that I wanted you to know 
that you have my support on the way SOF is going 
for broke with the MIA issue. We have to keep the 
officials in Washington searching for the truth about 
the MIAs. 

I hope you don't mind if I Xerox a page or two of 
SOF and send it to my senators and congressmen. I 
want to keep them up on the truth about the MIA 
issue. 

Earl Kelly 
Twin Falls, Idaho 

Thanks for the kind words. SOF is proud to be a 
part of keeping the MIA issue in front of the public 
eye and one of the best ways to accomplish that is 
to keep pressure on our congressmen. For all you 
interested readers, the July issue of SOF will carry 
an article on the government's current progress on 
the search for MIAs in Southeast Asia. 
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P OLICY 

PROBLEMS... 

Sirs: 

Mr. Sochurek’s interesting article 
on DoD’s “Project Agile” (April '86, 
SOF) inadvertently demonstrates 
what is wrong with the entire U.S. 
approach to counterinsurgency 
operations. Instead of spending $28 
million per year and decades of 
research on “developing new social 
science techniques,” I suggest that 
an outlay of $3 and two hours spent 
in reading SAS; The Jungle Frontier 
(The Borneo Campaign) by Peter 
Dickens would provide all the 
answers necessary. Simple common 
sense and the successful SAS 
experience dictate the following 
rules: 

1) Get in early on the conflict. 

2) Use small teams of two to four 
highly trained and experienced men 
who know the local language. 

3) Send these teams into local 
villages for a long time (three to 12 
months). 

4) Make sure the teams are 
friendly and useful to the locals in 
terms of medical aid, small 
construction projects, education, etc. 

5) Make sure our teams are on 
the side worth fighting for. If our 
allies consist of corrupt torturers, 
murderers and oppressors, the battle 
may already be lost. 

Follow these simple rules and our 
main problem will be that we are 
swamped with intelligence about the 
enemy. 

Lew Toulmin, Ph.D. 

Asst. Professor of Political 
Science 

The American University 
Washington, D.C. 

Your letter brings up the obvious 
need to rethink U.S. policy toward 
counterinsurgency. Ffigh-tech and 
overwhelming firepower are rarely 
enough to defeat a well-organized 
insurgency. However, there are two 
points to keep in mind. First, your 
suggestions basically run along the 
lines of U.S. Special Forces COIN 
methods during the early years of 
the Vietnam War. Second, it would 
be somewhat narrow-minded for the 
U.S. military to use the British SAS 
experience in Borneo and Malaya as 
the bible for future COIN operations. 
Even Vietnam differed enough from 
Borneo to negate some of the 
techniques. And revolutions will get 
even more complex in the future 
when, as with the current trend in 
terrorism, the superpowers take a 
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RANGER SHOTGUN BANDOLEER , 

Keep 55 shells at your fingertips with this bando* 
leer draped over your shoulder. Made of 
pistol belt webbing and elastic loops, it 

accommodates 20. 16 or 12 guaga shells. Avail- 
able in Black or Olive Drab. 

SF04-1503 Black Bandoleer.$16.95 

SF04-1506 Olive Drab Bandoleer.$16.95 


NIGHT 
WATCH ^ 

Intruder detection 
system alerts you |H 

when someone ilH 

has entered your ~ 

area, campsite, 
home or farm. | 

Once a tripwire 
perimeter has 
been established, ’ 

you can relax. 

Complete with the ^ 

system black box, 8,000 feet of ultra*thin wire and 
earphone (if you don't want the audible alarm). Two 
circuits 3x4x1 Weighs only 7 ounces. 

SF06-133S.....$89.95 


MY-7 PO\I/^PP DAPT IN You've seen it on television and in the movies, 
ly/VRX \jruiy Now it's available to our customers first 
Pull back and cock the power handle 


SILENT EXCITEMENT 


Handsome camouflage styling for discreet 
stalking, Uses .40 caliber darts and features 
sturdy bolt action chambering for fast loading, 

50 + yard range. Not a toy I For small game and target 

practice only. Can be dangerous and should only be used by adults or with adult 

supervision. Not sold to anyone below 18 years of age. Option shoulder stock sold separately below. 

SF05-1419 MX-7 Power Dart Gun...$69.96 

SF06-1421 Shoulder Stock.......$18.96 

SF06-1420 Power Darts (pack of 10}...... $1.49 

SF05-1418 Replacement Power Band Set..... $4.96 


SERE* 

ATTACK KNIFE 


Pull back and cock the power handle 
to feel the force ready to surge 
forwardl Pull the trigger, and 
• with a whisper, you have pro- 

PsiEi ^_ palled a dart at awesome 

griPoH and accuracy. 


Designed by Al Mar Knives for the Special Forces 
SERE (^Survival > Escape • Resistance - Evasion) 
group at the JFK Special Warfare Center. Fea¬ 
tures a 414" lock back blade of the exclusive 
AM-6, Rc 57-59 knife steel with a camouflage 
Micarta® handle. High guality knife with a ratio 
of 90% survival and 10% close-in combat capa¬ 
bility. Camouflage leather scabbard with the U.S. 
Special Forces crest (shipped loose for applica¬ 
tion at your discretion). 

SF07-0957.$136.00 


RANGER RANGEFINDER 


Spot a target. How far is It? 
Just sight, focus, read the 
dial and you've instantly con¬ 
verted the unknown to the 
known. An ingenious instru¬ 
ment invented by one of 
America's Nobel prize win¬ 
ners in physics. Used world¬ 
wide by military personnel, 
hikers, yachtsmen, golfers, 
surveyors and amateur ^— 

astronomers. Black„—- 

waterproof high- 

impact plastic caseT— _— 

SF05-1544. .$39.95 
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□ MONEY -1 AM. 

ORDER UJeXP. 

□ visa □MASTfRCARO "h"aSn\ 

CREDIT CARD NO. INSURANCE 

--- KENTUCKY 

RESIDENTS 
ADD 5% TAX 

- TOTAL 

EXP. DATE # FOREtONIUDFAClMAIL - ADD MHICAMAOAU WI 
I FOABION AIM MAIL - ADD tll.iO ICAWAOA M.flOl 


'^'^SURVIVO 


Fourteen and one-half ^ 

inches of stainless steel grandeur. 

This knife features the looks of our handcrafted 2-S Survival Knife but without the price. 

Remove the butt cap for a hollow, watertight storage larger than most any similar knife. Knurled, non-slip 
grip and a cross-guard that functions as a screwdriver and scribe. 9" saw spined blade. Totally awosomol 
SF07-2077.$79.96 


'TV® 

^ COMMANDER 

by Steiner . 
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momiDB ftnetr wlitary gauiPutMT 


1376 NORTH WILSON ROAD, RADCLIFF, KY 40160 

ORDER TOLL FREE! 
800 - 626-6171 

In Kentucky S02/3Bl-tte4 IBS! raSI IH~I 
CUSTOmER SERVICE 

802/351-1167 Sorryl No C.O.D.'s 


With Integrated Compaaa 
6t Puah-Button Battery illumination 
7x60 

This binocular system enables you to observe a 
target and know Its precise location. You can see 
object's bearing displayed through the lens. 
Share the information with your companions and 
immediately all of you are on the same target. 
The finest binocular made. Own it for a lifetime! 
TECHNICAL DATA 
Field of View. ..131 yards = 6.87® 

Luminosity.61 

Weight.... 40 ozs. 

Water Resistance.... Waterproof 

Dimensions.5.2x8.2x3.6" 

Light Transmission.96% 

Coating.Olive Drab Rubber 

Carrying Case... Cordura® Nylon 
SF13-1029 Reg, Price $499.00 Big Salel $349.88 


M-2 COMPASS 


Genuine military. .. ^ 

The finest precision i 

compass that was ^ 

ever made... period I _ I ^ ^^01 

Horizontal and verti- , I 

cai angle measure- 

ment, jeweled move- 

ment and prismatic 

in-line sighting for 

superior accuracy. 

Waterproof and 
accurate to H—!4 

degree. 0-360® azi- ^ j 

muth ring. Internal . ijB 

mirror can be used 

for sighting or sig- i ^ 

naling. Two bubble 19200-MIL-C-68052 

levelers. All olive 

drab rubberized plastic case with belt loop and pistol 
belt mounting hardware. Finest directional device! 
SF07-1366.. $139.96 


SPANDO-FLAGE 

HEAD NETTING 

Spando-Flage is a highly expandable camo head 
netting that's comfortable, lightweight and effec¬ 
tive. Conceals your shape while blending you into 
surroundings. Allows ventilation for any weather 
condition and eliminates the need for messy camo 
paint. Tubular knit design. One size fits ail. Avail¬ 
able in Woodland Camo, Desert Camo, Urban 
Camo or Black. Made in the U.S.A. 

SF05-1600 Woodland Camo Spando-Flage. $6.95 

SF05-1371 Desert Camo Spando-Flaga, $6.96 

SF06-1372 Urban Camo Spando-Flage.$6.96 

SF06-1373 Black Spando-Flage.$6.96 


MADE FOR THOSE TRAINED 
IN THE ART OF 
SURVIVAL 
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5EN0R_C0UID 
WE PLEASE CHANGE 
TO CANNON Bm5? 


m 


JWkNtTAR'W 


more active role in supporting their 
clients on the cutting edge of the 
Third World 

Perhaps the key concept in your 
letter regards which side we choose 
to fight for. Supporting status quo 
governments in the Third World 
simply because they claim to be 
anti-communist is not enough. The 
United States needs to look toward 
the long run rather than just to the 
end of four years. 


T he ire of 

IRELAND... 


Sirs: 

Yesterday I purchased a copy of 
your magazine for the first time: I 
was drawn to Soldier of Fortune 
because of the cover which indicated 
it contained a story on an “IRA 
Bomb Factory.” Since my family 
comes from the north of Ireland and 


I visit there every year, I have an 
interest in the Irish Republican 
Army. I believe that the “story” is a 
complete fraud. It was not about an 
“IRA bomb factory,” but a complete 
piece of fiction, and very badly 
written fiction at that 

In the interest of fairness 1 believe 
that my $3,50 should be refunded. 1 
do not believe that you will do so 
since I do not believe there is very 
much honor to be found at Soldier 
of Fortune as indicated by that 
“article” on the IRA. A British 
soldier does not seem like a very 
good choice to tell us about the Irish 
Republican Army. 

Patrick McVeigh 
Floral Park, New York 

1 have been a purchaser of your 
magazine for years and a subscriber 
for the last couple. Normally I would 
not even take the time to write or 
explain my actions, or lack of them, 
but 1 feel it’s only fair to explain my 
failure to renew my subscription. 

Until I visited Ireland, 1 was not 
particularly aware or concerned with 
the activities there. 1 have seen the 
British troops “perform” there 
against very nice, proper, Christian 
people and 1 quickly understood 
why there is so much 
anti-military/police feeling by the 
Catholics in the north. 

Bob Bisbee 
Flushing, New York 



An Mdveiiture in Archery 


by Barnett 


Going after the really big ones is ao in 

itself, but the remarkable newD^mon Trsdfle^^S 
compound crossbow, by BatFieti. takes that 
adventure right into the of 

Don't be left behind in the lAiorld of Ihti 
mundane • grab a hold of a Demon toiday. 
find your own true life adventure - it's waiting. 


For a full color catalog on Barnett's coitipl^te line t 
archeiy products for the adventurer, send $2,GD to: 

tBarnctt Untertiatiana! Unc 


P 0 BOX 934 • DEPT SOF • ODESSA. FL 33R.SI 

1 

Distributed in Canada by BARNETT AHCHEFtY LTD. 
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UNIT 4 
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Whenever SOF runs a story on 
Northern Ireland we get plenty of 
flak regarding our ''stand'' on the 
issue. Let's set the record straight 
First, SOF has never made an 
editorial statement on the situation in 
Northern Ireland. Stories are usually 
sent in by free-lance writers who are 
familiar with the problems there. 
Second, almost every irate letter sent 
to us regarding our coverage of 
Ireland fails to provide a single shred 
of evidence as to why the article was 
"a piece of fiction." If that's true, 
where are the rebuttals? SOF 
welcomes the chance to print an 
opposing story. If any of you IRA 
fans out there have one, let's see it 


R espect for 

THE DEAD... 

Sirs: 

In March of 1985 I made a 
sentimental journey to the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washington, 
D.C. As your previous article on the 
memorial had stated, it was like 
visiting a place of reverence. One 
could feel the presence of the souls 
of friends and comrades lost in 
Vietnam. I found, however, that the 
memorial had two different facades. 
The Black Wall stood in reverence 
for those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for their country. The other, 
the three soldiers, stood on the crest 
overlooking the memorial The three 
“vets” were to honor those of us 
who survived. But the feeling they 
impart is one of comradeship and 
sorrow for those who gave their lives 
so that we may celebrate the gift of 
life and freedom. I found it 
appropriate that the three “vets” 
gaze in solitude and respect toward 
the Black Wall, as if the firelight had 
just ended. 

As for myself, I cried tears of joy 
when I found one name not chiseled 
into the black marble. A close friend, 
whom I thought had died at Bien 
Hoa, had survived. A sentimental 
journey, 

De Oppresso Liber — Free From 
Oppression. 

Ken Warkocki 
Riverside, California 

Many men lost close friends in 
Vietnam, but you seem to be one of 
the lucky ones. Not many people 
have gone through all these years 
thinking they had lost a buddy only 
to find that he is alive. We sincerely 
hope that you can find him and 
renew an old friendship. 


T exas 

VETS... 

Sirs: 

The Texas Vietnam Veterans Memorial is finally a 
reality. It will be built in Dallas to honor the 3,405 
Texans who served in Vietnam. The memorial will 
be located in Fair Park, part of the Texas State Fair 
Grounds and the most visited tourist attraction in 
the state. It will encompass an area of 12,000 
square feet and will be surrounded by 80,000 
square feet of landscaped area. The memorial will 
be constructed of Texas granite and a waterfall will 
surround four tablets bearing the names of those 
who were KIA. An eternal flame will stand vigil over 
another tablet listing the names of those who are 
still MIA. The memorial will be dedicated on 
Veterans Day 1986. 

Those interested in more info or in making a 
donation should contact: Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Fund of Texas, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
50366, Dallas, TX 75250. 

Royce E. “Bo” Scott 
Deer Park, Texas 



B ig mac 

INDIGESTION... 

Sirs: 

Peter Kokalis’ articles are always factual and 
loaded with info difficult or impossible to come by 
otherwise. Even when they might hurt, I still enjoy 
them. I have to admit Fm a MAC M-10 owner and I 
enjoy shooting the little beast, even though I have 
to admit it’s not the world’s best SMG. 

Gary E. Lenk 

West Hartford, Connecticut 

Don't feel bad. Peter Kokalis owns three 
MAC-series submachine guns. And he even ^nds 
small pleasure in shooting them. When used up by 
the British SAS, MACs are given an indecent burial 
by plowing them under the earth with a bulldozer in 
the back of the range. 


A QUESTION OF 
LANGUAGE... 

Sirs: 

I have been an avid 
reader of your magazine 
for over four years and 
a subscriber for over 
two. As a Vietnam 
veteran and 
anti-communist 1 
appreciate the efforts of 
your staff. I find most of 
your articles very 
informative and 
accurate. The reason I 
am writing you, 
however, concerns a 
small inaccuracy in the 
article “Dien Bien Phu 
Drop” by Howard 
Sochurck. 

Mr. Sochurek states 
that the name “Dien 
Bien Phu” is translated 
in Tai as “Border 
County Prefecture.” 
“Dien Bien Phu,” as 
well as Deo Van Long’s 
title of “Phu Tri” 
(province chief) are 
Vietnamese, not T’ai. 
The Tai words for 
“Dien Bien Phu” and 
“province chief’ are 
“Muong Thanh” and 
“chau muong,” 
respectively. 

The T’ai Federation 
existed formerly as the 
Sip Song Chau Tai, an 
indigenous political 
entity under Deo family 
control well before the 
French arrived in the 
area. The imposition of 
Vietnamese place-names 
and titles by the French 
was simply a means to 
psychologically limit the 
political power of the 
Deo family. 

David K. Moore 
Alexandria, 
Virginia 

The semantic 
subtleties of Southeast 
Asian languages are 
beyond the scope of our 
editorial staff so we're 
going to have to take 
your word for it If any 
of you readers out there 
have anything to add, 
please let us know. ^ 
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• Experience the war as never before through 
400 original-source photographs and maps. 
Many never previously published! 

• Be there at Tbbruk, Midway, Stalingrad, 
Normandy, the Bulge, Iwo Jinia and all the 
great battles of land, sea and air. 


• Witness world leaders in public and private, 
as they decide the fate of millions. 

• Examine charts and 
diagrams of aircraft 
and armaments. See 
the big picture of 
WWII with special 
strategy maps! 
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The Art 
of War 



★ 0471 $13.95 1024 $15.95 1388 $18.95 


sumnifORs 


ZALMCRAWr 


1735 Spec. ed. 



0596 $28.50 0992 $14.95 1040 $19.95 1032 $12.95 t1693 Spec. ed. 1685 $19.95 0240 $18.95 1750 $24.00 14440 $12.95 2279 $18.95 
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8 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JUNE 86 




































































































AHDENNES 

"“SECRET w** 


^TERRORISTS 


ONGEA 


WARRIOR 

o' 

r ,^1.' ^ iir iiifirrixq-hi 


IR XiiOrfKtTllI 
\«iivint 


ifc^mviD 

DCMJVAN 


304 p^es t • $12.95 in publisher’s edition 
• FREE when you join America’s #1 Military Book Qub 


INSIDE THE 
GREEN BERETFS 

The Hrsl Thirty 


STEPHEN LAffiROSE 


Toland 


theUSw 

ARMED 

FORCES 

SURVIW 

MANUAL 


SILENT 

WINGS 


(X:lUKDM.DeVUN 


onHEonr 

TrieSiirgrf 

HemoT 
VMKnam A 


AncTOAULMsrroRy 


Andos 

kNGERS 

IJ>W»{ f! 


COMJ 
AND I 


Note: If you already own A Pictorial History of the World War II Years, please 
choose another title for your FREE BOOK. 


TWO 

FULL-COLOR 
241 A" X 19 " 
WWII MAPS 


(please print) 


Address 


If under 18, parent must sign.__ 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced 
from Canada where offer is slightly different._70-M042 


Cfub editions save you up to 30% off publishers’ list prices quoted above. 


JUNE 86 


































T errorism 

TRAINING... 

The opening of Iran’s 
new “College of 
Information and 
Security” was approved 
19 January by Iranian 
officials in a high-level 
Tehran meeting. This 
was confirmed by the 
official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), 
which reported that the 
“college” will be located 
in Shiraz, a provincial 
city in the mountains of 
southwest Iran. A class 
of 250 will begin 
training in April, various 
SOF sources report, 
who say instruction will 
prepare students for 
careers in Iranian 
intelligence — and 
terrorism. Approximately 
200 of the students will 
be drawn from the 
special operations 
branches of Prime 
Minister Mir-Houssein 
Mousavi’s intelligence 
department — known 
as the Center for 
Documentation — and 
Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards. Fifty and 
possibly more students 
will come from Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain, sources told the 
the magazine. 

Instruction in Shiraz 
will be done by Iran’s 
few remaining 
professionally trained 
intelligence officers with 
minimal assistance from 
a few Syrian and North 
Korean advisers. Study 
will include intensive 
indoctrination in the 
teachings of Ayatollah 
Khomeini and the 
Islamic Revolution, 
disinformation 
dissemination, the 
infiltration of target 
groups, intelligence 
gathering and 
counterintelligence, 
intelligence analysis, 
cryptology and 
code-breaking, and 
small arms and 
explosive training. 

Watch out. The Class 
of ’86 is sure to be a 
killer. 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 



RECOMPENSA 


HELICOPTERO DE ATAQUE 
SOVIETICO Mi-24 “Hind D” 
INTACTO Y FUNCIONANDO. 

— PREMIO — 

$1,000,000 U.S. 

Ofrecido por la revista 
El Soldado de la Fortuna 



Pilotos V ifiptilantes sandimstas en 
esie monninio csian volando 
halicdploros de alaque Mi-24 ''Hind." 
dados poi ta Union Sovielica, conlra 
loE lucliadores por ia liberlad 
nicaragijenscs Consideramos esto 
mjusitficado y atjsolutanienle 
amenaranle a la lucha por la liberlad 
on esle heniislorio 

Algpien liene que bncer algo antes 
de qiic estos hcticoploros lei ales 
estdn siondo uliliiados para extender 
la tJiania comunista mas alia de las 
frontoras nicaraguenses. Por eso. 
nosotros ofrecemos SI .000,000 U.S. 
al primer piioio o tripulante qus 
enirega un Mi-24 a sanluario en 
cualqiiter pais neutral (ronierizo con 
Nicaragua 

Le pagaremos el dinero del premio 
en etapas o specif lead as a I 
ptiq Id com and ante del helicdptero o a 
so tripulaciOn entera cuando et Mi-24 
baya sido entregado y rocuperado. 

"Hacemos esta ofena como un 
geslo de apoyo para los 
nicaraguenses valientes quienes 




helicdptero sovietico t 
manos de Ics opresor 
simbolo de solidaridad para 
gente cent roam i 


itrega di 


P OSTERS, 

T-SHIRTS... 

Bob Ogilvie, general manager of 
the SOF Exchange, asked for a 
Bulletin Board reminder about 
SOF’s T-shirt design offer. Any 
reader who submits a T-shirt design 
and slogan that we reprint will 
receive a $50 SOF Exchange gift 
certificate. And of course a T-shirt of 
your design. Mail your design/slogan 
ideas to; Bob Ogilvie, Manager, 
SOF Exchange, P.O. Box 687, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

The SOF Exchange also is offering 
for sale our famous $1 million 
reward poster for the first defector to 
fly an Mi-24 Soviet attack helicopter 
out of Nicaragua. It’s the same 
poster SOF correspondents have 
distributed in villages, cities and 
jungle hide-outs in Central America. 
The posters are printed in English 
and Spanish, and we have a new 
batch on order printed in Russian. 
Please specify which language you 
prefer. Posters are $5 each postage 
paid, or $12 for a complete set 
Write: Reward Poster, SOF 
Exchange, P.O. Box 687, 
Boulder, CO 80306. Two Mi-24s 
recently defected from Afghanistan 
to Pakistan, both fully armed and 
one with a complete ammo supply, 
were trundled aboard U.S Air Force 
C-5s and returned to the United 
States, our sources say. But SOF is 
pleased that its reward offer for a 
Nicaraguan Mi-24 was reprinted in 
Le Point, a French weekly news 
magazine. So buy a poster. Help 
spread the word. 


H otter 

HELICOPTERS... 

As if the dreaded Mi-24 helicopter is not enough 
for Afghan freedom fighters to contend with, the 
Soviets have introduced a new gunship into that 
ravaged theater of war. Pakistani sources cited by 
International Defense Digest report sightings of the 
Mi-28, a smaller but much faster attack helicopter. It 
is'similar in configuration to the U.S. AH-64A 
Apache, but slightly larger. Jane’s All the World's 
Aircraft for 1984-85 states that the Mi-28 (NATO 
reporting name: Havoc) “is believed to resemble 
the Lockheed AH-56A Cheyenne more than the 
Apache. This suggests that it could represent an 
air-to-ground/air-to-air combat partner for the 
Mi-24” (NATO reporting name: Hind). Like the 
Mi-24, the Mi-28 has weapons pylons mounted on 
either side of the fuselage. It also mounts a heavy 
machine gun in the nose. Havoc’s engine size is 
very close to that of the Hind. The Mi-28 has a 
25(i-kilometer combat radius and a maximum speed 
of 300 kilometers per hour. 


G renada 

STORIES... 

Soldier of Fortune wants to hear 
in writing from U.S. vets of 
Operation Urgent Fury to liberate 
Grenada. Write your memories 
along the lines of SOF’s “I Was 
There” monthly feature. Selected 
submissions will be used to compile 
a full-length feature story to honor 
the mission’s third anniversary. 
Submissions must include your 
name, branch of service, rank and 
unit designation. Please advise if you 
want to remain unidentified. Photos, 
particularly color slides, are needed, 
but must be accompanied by a 
stamped, self-addressed 
envelope. Do not send originals. 
Mail submissions to; Grenada File, 
c/o Soldier of Fortune, P.O. Box 
693, Boulder, Colo. 80306. 
Material used will be subject to 
standard payment rate. 
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S ubscriber 

NOTICE... 

Don’t miss out 
Subscribers who move 
on a regular basis, such 
as active duty military 
personnel, often miss an 
issue of Soldier of 
Fortune because they 
wait until the last minute 
to advise SOF’s 
subscriber service of 
their change in address. 
Six to eight weeks 
usually are required for 
a new address to go 
into effect Sending in 
an old address label 
with the new address 
makes this process 
much smoother. 

Changes in address 
should be directed to; 
Soldier of Fortune, 
Subscription 
Department, P.O. 

Box 348, Mt. Morris, 
IL 61054. 



H onor 

ROLL... 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund contributors: 
Airborne Pawn & Training Co. (as a drop-off point), 
Massimo Piraj. 

Refugee Relief International Inc.: 

In memory of Lt. Col. Napoleon Herson-Calitto. 


T he army 

INCHES ON... 

After SOF printed the definitive 
article on the U.S. Army’s squad 
automatic weapon procurement 
problems in the April 1986 issue, the 
Pentagon decided to change the 
game. After having canceled the 
fiscal year 1984-88 solicitation for 
28,750 additional M249s, the Army 
has decided to ask for changes in 
the design and then reopen 
solicitations for CONUS manufacture 
in the first quarter of 1987. 

While there is no plan on the part 
of the Army to hold new SAW trials, 
the Pentagon will ask for a few 
changes in the design. Among the 
major alterations to be made on the 
weapon are: 1) addition of a 
strengthened buttstock, 2) addition 
of a strengthened folding carrying 
handle (which is also used to change 
the barrel), 3) addition of a heat 
shield or reconfigured forestock to 
cover the barrel, 4) replacement of 
the recoil spring with a different 
buffer assembly (the new buffer will 

Continued on page 112 
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ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES AND 

SUBMACHINE GUNS 

by Duncan Long 

Modern warfare has been forever changed by the introduction of assault rifles, submachine 
guns and the new "assault pistols." These contemporary tools of destruction and their 
development are profiled here In this detailed guide to modern military, police and civilian 
combat weapons—both foreign and domestic. With both combatand modern technology in 
mind, author Duncan Long gives practical Info on how to operate and field-strip these 
weapons, factory and aftermarket accessories, weapon specifications, and the ballistics of 
the many calibers for which they are chambered. Sneak previews of new and experimental 
firearms, and developments and trends in small arms are featured. Troubleshooting 
procedures, ballistic tables for common combat rounds, and a list of firearms and 
accessories manufacturers and distributors are Included. SVi x 11, hardcover, photos, illus., 
appendices, 152 pp.$19,95 



FLIMFLAM MAN 
How Con Games Work 
by M. Allen Henderson 
There's a sucker born every min¬ 
ute—or so you’ve heard. But show¬ 
man P. T, Barnum’s cynical appraisal 
of man's gullibility couldn’t possibly 
epply to you. Or could It? Don’t learn 
about the con artist the herd way: 
with Flimflam Man, you can spot him 
and his tricks before he relieves you 
of your cash. 5% x 8V4, hardcover, 
256 pp. $14.96 



SWORD OF THE SAMURAI 
The Classical Art of Japanese 
Swordsmanship 
by George R. Parulski, }r. 

Enter the world of the samurai and 
attain true sword perfection, Endorsed 
by the All-Japan Selbukan Martial 
Arts and Ways Association and the 
American Society of Japanese 
Swordsmen, this comprehensive 
guide fakes you through ken-jutsu, 
sword fighting, and iai-jutsu, sword 
drawing. 6 Vi x 11, hardcover,262 pho¬ 
tos, Illus., 144 pp. $20.00 
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NO SECOND CHANCE! 

Disarming the Armed Assailant 

fay Bradley /. Sterner 
You’re staring down the barrel of a 
gun and you're unarmed. You have 
only a second to wrest control and 
keep it—because there won't be a 
second chance. Steiner profiles the 
assailants and lethal weapons you 
could face and graphically demon¬ 
strates the instant, ruthless action 
that will save your life. 5V4 x 6'/i, soft- 
cover, 135 photos, 176 pp. $12.00 


DEAOaiENTS 

DONtRlY 



LERW THOMPSON 


DEAD CLIENTS DON’T PAY 
The Bodyguard’s Manual 

fay Leroy Thompson 
Now, learn the business of body- 
guarding like it reaiiy isl Topics In¬ 
clude checking for auto tampering, 
home and office security, weapons' 
selection, assessing the threats and 
more. Illustrations detail car and 
grounds security. Here are the 
glamour, the guns, the facts of the 
trade. 5'A x 8 %, softcover, 120 pp. 

$ 10.00 


AFRICAN MERC COMBAT MANUAL 

Whether operating a mere unit of his own or working with 
regular army forces, the military executive-for-hire will find 
all he needs here to gain that extra edge and stay alive irr the 
African bush. Selection of troopers, ops of commando 
units, terrorist warfare, pseudo-terrorist gangs, fighting 
positions, tracking, and basic ground/air emergency sig¬ 
nals are detailed, as are mines and booby traps, attacking a 
terrorist camp, use of intelligenceand native trackers, inter¬ 
rogation procedures and camouflage. Learn what the 
employment possibilities are, the documents, that are 
needed, and what the international law Is regarding meres. 
8 V 2 X 11 . softcover, illus,, 160 pp. $15.00 


Secrets 

C)F THE 

>|iNJ^ 


SECRETS OF THE NINJA 

fay Ashida Kim 

This is the real ffa/ng—one of the 
few complete, hardcover studies of 
this terrifying and deadly madial art. 
Text and photos illustrate Ninja 
principles of invisibility, covert en¬ 
try, escape and evasion, assassina¬ 
tion, sentry removal, meditation, 
mind clouding and much more. SVz 
X 8 V 2 , hardcover. 200 photos. 
168 pp. $16.95 



COMMANDO DAGGER 
The Complete Illustrated History of 
the Fatrbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife 
by Leroy Thompson 
The most widely recognized fighting 
knife, the F-S dagger made the vital 
difference in many hand-to-hand 
struggles. For the first time, here's a 
comprehensive, heavily illustrstad 
reference on the F-S and its de¬ 
scendants. Over 60 knives are de¬ 
tailed in photos with accompanying 
specs. 8 Vfi X 11 . ciothbound, 189 
photos. 176 pp $25.00 


THE COMBAT 
SHOTGUN AND 
SUBJ^HINEGUN 



THE COMBAT SHOTGUN 
AND SUBMACHINE GUN 
A Special Weapons Analysis 

fay Chuck Taylor 

From one of America's most sought- 
after shooting instructors comes an 
in-depth analysis of these two con¬ 
troversial small arms. Taylor pro¬ 
vides a comprehensive education 
in the use of these commonly mis¬ 
employed guns. Includes info on 
field testing, drills, tactics, accesso¬ 
ries and techniques. 8 W x 11 . soft- 
cover. 385 photos 176 pp $14.95 


KAGWAH’S 

TEN BEST 
TRAPS 
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RACNAR’S TEN BEST TRAPS 
And a Few Others that Are Damn 
Good, Too 
fay Ra^nar Benson 
Nab every conceivable fish, fowl 
and beast—including man—with 
Hagnar's all-time best traps, traps 
that are little-known yet easy to 
build, easy to maintain, and guaran¬ 
teed to consistently produce. Here’s 
your chance to make money selling 
pelts, eet cheap and well or rid your¬ 
self of a nasty pest 5W x 8 ’A, soft- 
cover, photos, illus.. 136 pp $ 8.00 


SURVIVAL/FIGHTING KNIVES 
by Leroy Thompson 

From the combat-tested, slash-and-thrust blade to the 
no-nonsansa, general-purpose survival knife. Survival/ 
Fighting Knives shows you which type of blade best suits 
your needs. Having taught hand-to-hand knifa combat to 
various special operations units, author Leroy Thompson 
tells you which knives perform well when you really need 
them. Survival/Fighting Knives covers utility blades, 
hollow-handled survival knives (both commercial and cus¬ 
tom), survival knives and mini-survival kits, folders, combat 
and street-fighting knives, and knife specifications. B'A x 
11, softcover, 78 photos, appendix, 104 pp. $14.00 



NINJA MIND CONTROL 

fay Ashida Kim 

Achieve mastery over your own 
mind and possess the key that un¬ 
locks the secrets of the cosmos. Kim 
reveals the meditation, breathing 
and kuji-kiri exercises that enable 
you to cultivate and directyour chi— 
and tuna Into the minds of others. 
Control the outcome of every en¬ 
counter through mind reading, 
suggestion and sleight-of-hand 
fighting techniques. 5Vi x 8 Vi, sott- 
covar, 71 photos. 152 pp $ 10.00 


SECRET TECHNIQUES OF WING CHUN KUNG FU 
Sil Lim Tao 

fay K. T. Chao &), f. Weakland 
Neither body strength nor brute force are needed to effec¬ 
tively execute Wing Chun kung fu. The key depends 
instead on the techniques patterned after the animal forms 
of Shaolin kung fu: the spirit of the dragon, the fierceness of 
the tiger, the power of the leopard, the chi or breath of the 
snake, and the energy of the crane. Every major block, 
punch, strike and stance of Sil Lim Tao. the foundation 
upon which Wing Chun rests, is covered here, as are the 
basics of tha lightning hand and arm movements of this 
Chinese boxing system. 7 x 8 W, softcover, 124 photos, 
126 pp. $ 12.00 


COMBAT 

SURViVAi. 



coimee notes 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 

An extremely useful, complete man¬ 
ual on physical and combat survi¬ 
val, training and tactics. Contains 
rare info on evading and silencing 
guard dogs, sabotage, intelligence 
gathering, survival navigation, primi¬ 
tive medicine, evasion and escape, 
animal traps and much morel 8 V& x 
11, softcover, Illus., 160 pp. $14.95 



US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

The U.S. Army Special Forces are 
known to train the world's most 
accomplished medics, and this book 
is tha reason why. Comprehensive 
info covers disease diagnosis and 
treatment, emergency war surgery 
and paramedical skills, pediatrics, 
obstetrics, orthopedics, emergency 
dental treatment and more. x 7, 
softcover, illus., weatherproof cover, 
400 pp. $14.95 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 60 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. SVa 
X 8 W, hardcover. 192 pp. $14.95 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 


~WANTED~ 

ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON MARTIAL ARTS. 
SURVIVAL. MILITARY SCIENCE, WEAPONRY. 
REVENGE AND OTHER RELATED SUBJECTS. 
SEND A COPY OF THE MANUSCRIPT TO 
PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER. 
COLORADO 80306. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


MARTIAL ARTS 

TONFA TACTICS.. SI 2.00 

BASIC MONKEY BOXING. $12.00 

ART OF SHURIKEN JUTSU. $12.00 

LETHAL FLOOR FIGHTING ..$ 9.75 

DRAGONS TOUCH.... $10.00 

SHADOWS OF DARKNESS: SECRETS OF THE 

NIGHT FIGHTER. $12.00 

TANGSOODO.,. $ 8.00 

BLACK MEDICINE I: THE DARK ART OF DEATH.$10.00 

BLACK MEDICINE II; WEAPONS AT HAND ..$10.00 

EMPTY HAND. LOADED GUN. $ 8.00 

THE 100 DEADLIEST KARATE MOVES. .....$ 8.00 

lAIDO: THE WAY OF THE SWORD.$12.00 

JODO: WAY OF THE STICK.$12.00 

WARRIOR SECRETS. $10.00 

COMPLETE BOOK OF KARATE WEAPONS ...$14.95 


GUERRILLA WARFARE 

MINIMANUAL OF THE URBAN GUERRILLA.$ 5.00 

160 QUESTIONS FOR A GUERRILLA.$ 8.00 

AMBUSH AND COUNTER AMBUSH.$ 6.00 

SS WERWOLF COMBAT INSTRUCTION MANUAL ... $16.95 

TOTAL RESISTANCE ....$14,95 

"WE SHALL FIGHT IN THE STREETS".. $ 7.00 

HANDBOOK FOR VOLUNTEERS OF THE IRISH 

REPUBLICAN ARMY...$ 4.00 

GUERRILLA WARFARE .$ 6.00 

RHODESIAN SAS. COMBAT MANUAL ..$14.95 


NINJUTSU 

DRAGON LADY OF THE NINJA.. $10.00 

CHINA’S NINJA CONNECTION.$17.95 

BOOK OF THE NINJA. $ 9.95 

NINJUTSU: THE ART OF INVISIBIUTY.$ 4.95 

NINJUTSU: BASIC SKILLS AND 

TECHNIQUES......$ 8.95 

NINJA SECRETS OF INVISIBILITY...$10.00 

FORBIDDEN FIGHTING TECHNIQUES OF 

THE NINJA. $19.95 

NINJA SHURIKEN THROWING.$12.00 

TIGER SCROLL OF THE KOGA NINJA....$10.00 

NINJA HANDS OF DEATH.$10.00 


ACTION CAREERS 

UNREPENTANT SINNER.$17.95 

PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATORS. $ 8.95 

JOBS THAT SUCK .. . AND SOME THAT DON’T.$10.00 

FIND ’EM FAST: A PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR’S 

WORKBOOK..... $12.00 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN THE BLACK MARKET .$ 9.95 

DETECTIVE’S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
TRAINING MANUAL. $14.95 


MILITARY SCIENCE 

AN INFANTRYMAN'S GUIDE TO URBAN COMBAT... $14.95 


PATROLLING AND TRACKING.$ 5.00 

COMBAT TRAINING OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

SOLDIER AND PATROLLING .$10.00 

THE SCOUT .$ 6,00 

SPECIAL FORCES RECONNAISSANCE 
HANDBOOK .$14.95 


SELF-DEFENSE 

COMMANDO FIGHTING TECHNIQUES.$12.00 

ESCRIMA SELF DEFENCE. $12.00 

BLACK MEDICINE III.. $10.00 

PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL DEFENSE.$ 5.00 

FIGHT FOR YOUR LIFE!..$ 8.00 

DEAL THE FIRST DEADLY BLOW...$14.95 

FLEXIBLE WEAPONS. $ 8.00 

COMBAT WITHOUT WEAPONS.$ 5.00 

WEAPONS OF THE STREET....... $ 8.00 

BELOW THE BELT. $16.95 

GET TOUGH.$14.95 


REVENGE 

TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT. $14.95 

REVENGE BOOK... $ 8.00 

CARE & FEEDING OF TENANTS.$ 6.95 

TENANT’S REVENGE ....$ 6.95 

I HATE YOU!. $14.95 

GET EVEN 2. $14.95 

UP YOURS! .... $14.95 

MAD AS HELL. $14.95 


POLICE SCIENCE 

S.W.A,T, TEAM MANUAL .. $12.00 

D.E.A. NARCOTICS INVESTIGATOR’S MANUAL...... $50.00 

POLICE HANDGUN AMMUNITION ...$ 6.00 

POLICE TACTICS IN ARMED OPERATIONS.$19.95 

S.W.A.T. TACTICS .. $10.00 

ADVANCED LIE-DETECTION TECHNIQUES......... $10.00 

THE NARC BOOK; THE COP’S GUIDE TO 
DRUG INVESTIGATIONS... $15.00 


COMBAT WEAPONCRAFT 


SHOOT TO WIN. $11.95 

THE COMBAT .45 AUTOMATIC.$12.95 

SHOOTING SCHOOLS... $14.95 

THE COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT 

HANDGUNNING... $14.95 

MASTER TIPS. $11-95 


SPIES & CLANDESTINE WAR 


ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION 

INTERCEPTION OPERATIONS.$ 6.00 

BIG BROTHER GAME. , ,$20.00 

WIRETAPPING AND ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE .. $10.95 
COVERT SURVEILLANCE AND ELECTRONIC 

PENETRATION. $ 9.95 

HOW TO FIND ANYONE ANYWHERE..$19.95 

HOW TO AVOID ELECTRONIC 

EAVESDROPPING AND PRIVACY IVWASION ..$12.95 

ADVANCED INVESTIGATIVE TECHNIQUES FOR 

PRIVATE FINANCIAL RECORDS.$10.00 

HOW TO FIND MISSING PERSONS.$ 9.95 


WEAPONS 

THE FIGHTING RIFLE ....$14.95 

PARABELLUM AUTOMATIC PISTOL...$ 6.00 

CROSSBOW AS A MODERN WEAPON.$ 9.95 

SHOTGUN IN COMBAT... $ 8.00 

FIGHTING GARAND OWNER’S MANUAL.$ 6.00 

SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN 

WEAPONS HANDBOOK....$24.95 

EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK.. $ 9.95 

TM 9-1005-211-12 PISTOL CALIBER 45 AUTO.$ 6.00 

TM 9-1005-222-35P RIFLE Ml CALIBER 30.$ 6.00 

TM 9-1005-223-35 RIFLE M14 7.62 MM.$ 6.00 

TM 9-1005-249-12 RIFLE M16 5.56 MM.....$ 6.00 

TM RIFLE SPRINGFIELD CAL 30.. $ 6.00 


SURVIVAL 

EATING CHEAP.. $ 8.00 

CHECKLIST FOR SURVIVAL.$ 8.00 

LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY.$21.95 

FALLOUT SURVIVAL.. $12.00 

URBAN ALERT!.$16.00 

SURVIVAL EVASION AND ESCAPE. $10.00 

SURVIVAL MEDICINE..$ 8.00 

BETTER READ THAN DEAD.$14.95 

NEVER SAY DIE: THE CANADIAN AIR FORCE 

SURVIVAL MANUAL. $ 8.00 

SURVIVAL POACHING.$16.95 

FINANCIAL & PHYSICAL SURVIVAL...$14.95 

THE GREAT SURVIVAL RESOURCE BOOK 2.$15.95 

LIFE OR DEATH!.$16.95 

US. MARINE CORPS DESERT HANDBOOK.$ 8.00 

LIVE OFF THE LAND IN THE CITY AND COUNTRY.., $16.95 

SURVIVAL! US,A,F. MANUAL 64-5.... $ 8.00 

SURVIVAL SHOOTING. $10.00 

ALIVE IN THE DESERT.$10.00 

SURVIVALIST’S MEDICINE CHEST ...$ 5.95 

SURVIVAL RETREAT,.$ 8.00 

MEAT ON THE TABLE .. $14.95 

HENLEY’S TWENTIETH CENTURY BOOK OF TEN 
THOUSAND FORMULAS. PROCESSES & TRADE 

SECRETS. $17.95 

THINKING ABOUT SURVIVAL.....$10.00 


SNIPING 

US. ARMY SNIPER TRAINING MANUAL .....$14.95 

THE GERMAN SNIPER 1914-1945.$49.95 

SNIPING—US. MARINE CORPS. $10.00 

COUNTER SNIPER GUIDE. $ 5.00 


NEW I.D. AND MONEY 


CONSTRUCTION OF SECRET HIDING PLACES.$ 8.00 

GUERRILLA CAPITALISM. $ 9.95 

METHODS OF DISGUISE... $ 9.95 

PRIVACY; HOW TO GET IT. HOW TO ENJOY IT. $18.95 

DISGUISE TECHNIQUES.... $ 8.00 

ARMCHAIR MILLIONAIRE.$ 8.95 

IN SEARCH OF GOLD. $17.95 

TAX HAVENS IN THE CARIBBEAN.$ 8.00 

HOW TO HIDE ANYTHING i. $10.00 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 



PALADIN PRESS 
PO BOX 1307— LMS 
BOULDER, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 443-7250 



Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 

1-800-824-7808; Ask for Operator #249. 
Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919. 

Send $1 for latest PALADIN CATALOG. 
Catalog free with order. 


Please send me the following titles: 


Payment: □ Check or Money Order,□ VISA,D MasterCard, Exp. Date 


Card No. 


SUBTOTAL 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS - 

CITY_STATE-ZIP 


Please include 
$3.00 postage 
and handling _ 

TOTAL _ 
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MBAT 
EAPONS 


EXPOSmON/S6 


September 
19th thru 21st, 
1986, at the 
Sahara Hotel, 

Las Vegas, Nevada 



An International Array of 
Military Hardware and Firepower 

Presenting a 
Focused Marketing Opportunity 


The Combat Weapons Exposition is a very different type of trade 
show, in that you, as a manufacturer or sales representative, can 
display and demonstrate your products. The Combat Weapons 
Exposition will be marketed to military buyers and procurement 
officials worldwide. You can invite your own prospective buyers to 
meet you at the Expo — and show them what your product’s 
capabilities are without the restrictions imposed by structured tests 
and demonstrations sponsored by Government agencies. Your hands 
are free to exploit the true potential of your products. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


Call: 

Combat Weapons 
Exposition Manager at 
(303) 449-3750 

Or Write: 

CW Expo Manager 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 














Tl)e W«clly PuUy, 

MIUTARY SWEATER 

100% Pure Virgin Wooi. 

Shoulder & Elbow Twill reinforcing 
Patches. Used by the Army Marines, 

Air Force, Coast Guard, and many 
other demanding users. Made to 
rigorous U,S. and British Miiitar:^ 
specifications. Sizes 34.to 46. 

The Original — Made in England. 

% Only $39.95 ppd. 

Sizes 48 & 50 $44.95 

WP-200 Browntone 

DERBY TWEED New for 1985! 

Handsome Green Heather and Brown Tweed 
look is great for the outdoors and casual wear, 

WP-210, Derby Tweed $39.95 Sizes: 36 to 46 

CAMO WOOLLY FULLY® 

Registered military style pattern for the adventurous. 

Great match up with military camo BDUs. 

WP-70, Camo Woolly Pully Sizes: 36 to 46 $39.95 ppd. 

Select from these styles & colors: 

CREW NECK SIZES 

WP-110. Olive Green, USMC approved 5/77 32>S0 

WP-115. Olive Green, w/epaulelt 34-50 

WP-120. Navy Blue 32-50 

WP-127, Navy Blue, w/epauiets 36^6 

WP-t30. RAF Blue/grsy 32-50 

WP-170. Black 34-46 

WP -1 as, Sand (Tan) 34-46 

WP-200, Browntone-Aagg-look 34-46 

WP-70, Camouflage 34-50 

RANGER BOONIE HATS 

Floppy Vietnam Style Hat 
with the Short Brim. Military Fabrics. 

Made to Mil-spec design. Sizes: 7, 7V4, 7V2, 7^/a. 

VRH-2, OD Boonie ^ #%•- 

VRH-3, Biack Boonie $11.95 ppd. 

VRH-5, Navy Blue Boonie 
VRH-7, Woodland Camo Boonie 
VRH-8, Day/Desert Boonie 

BATTLE DRESS UTILITIES 
BRIGADE’S RIPSTOP 
COMBAT CLOTH™ 

Lightweight, rugged, and fully reinforced for the 
toughest conditions. Exclusive 65/35 RipStop 
Poplin. Made to Army patterns for the 
but more comfortable in our 
Coats: XS(1), 8(2). M(3), L(4). XL(5). 

Trousers: XS(1), 8(2), M(3), L(4), XL(5) Longs In 
8.M,Lonly 

Colors: (1) Woodland Camo (2) 8WAT Black (3) 

TAC-TEAM Navy Blue (4) Urban 8moke Gray 

BRC, Combat Cloth Coat $32.95 ppd. 

BRT, Combat Cloth Trousers $32.95 ppd. 


V-NECK 
WP-121. Navy Blue w/epauleti 
WP-125. Navy Blue 
WP-131, USAF Blue, w/epaulau 
WP-171, US Army Black, w/epauleU & patch 
WP-176. Black, US Naval Academy 
WP-180, Sand (Tan) 

WP-190. Peat Brown, US Flah A WMdIHa Service 


V 


COMMANDO |UMP SHEATH™ 


Our Exclusive Sheath provides greater wear flexibility and 
protection for your trusty edged tools. Internally lined with 
flexible plastic, covered with water-repellent, mil-spec 
packcloth. May be carried on regular belts. Clips not incl. 
Select for 5", 8", 12" and 18" blades. 

Colors: (l)Camoufiage, (3)Black. 

CJS5( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 5" $8.95 
CJS8( ), Commando Jump Sheath. 8" $9.95 
CJS1 2( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 12 " $11.95 

CJS18( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 18" $13.95 
ALC-150, ALICE Attaching Clips 2 pack $1.25 

WORLDWIDE SURVIVAL TOOL 

The Survival 12" Machete is a perfect choice for all 
Outdoorsmen. Every soldier should own one. Chop, dig, 
skin, cut for survival or around the home. 

MCH312, Survival Machete 12" $7.95 ppd. 

COMMANDO WATCHBAND tm 


Protects and conceals nighttime glow. Unique Velcro® doublelock 
band and crystal cover strap. Ideal for nightwork, hunting, and hard 
work. Measure wrist to nearest larger Va " mark for correct size. 

CB21 , Camo Watchband $5.95 ppd. 


Also available in OD & Black 

Type 8 nylon web Parachute Webbing. 

CB1 , Commando Watchband $5.50 ppd. 


Revolutionary design 
is multi-pocketed and 
Is worn suspended 
around ttie neck. 

For ultra high security! Ideal for travelers, hikers, 
military personnel, children, and women. Holds 
currency, coins, keys, passport, travel 
documents, accessories. 

Closed Size: 5^Iax7^Ia". 

Colors: Camo, Olive Drab, Black, Navy, Tan. 

KEP-82,TrekSaf $12.95 ppd. 






Postpaid Shipping TOTAL ENCLOSED 



Send Check, Money Order or charge to Visa, Mastercard, Amex., 
or Diners Club. Foreign orders must request postage rates. 

Card #__ Expires:_ 

Name_ 



Send FREE Catalogue ol Basics hr Life Products. Address 

Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd.— city — 

266 Roswell Street (60F), Marietta GA 30060 State_ 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard Call [404] 428-1234 


-Zip- 

Money Back Guarantee 























I WAS THERE 

by Hickory Taylor 


Gut Level Defense 




C^OPS are pretty intuitive about im¬ 
pending danger. Take, for instance, 
the way my stomach does a slow 
dance when the shit is about to hit the 
fan. I used to tell myself it was the food 
at the local grease pit, but that was 
before it almost saved my life. 

In January 1985 I was assigned to 
the midnight shift for a midsize Ohio 
police department Compared to the 
afternoon shift I was finding the inactiv¬ 
ity of the graveyard a little aggravating. 
But on the evening of 31 January my 
stomach had been giving me hell and 
the Rolaids weren’t helping at all. I 
figured all the junk food I had been 
consuming had finally caught up with 
me. I didn’t realize that my belly was 
trying to tell me something. 

My already queasy stomach started 
doing a jitterbug when I saw our super¬ 
visor for the night — a rookie substi¬ 
tute. Both regular supervisors had 
called in sick. He was a good guy, but 
everything was by the book. That 
made me nervous. 

At 0355 the dispatcher informed me 
and the sub corporal of an armed rob¬ 
bery at a gas station just off a major 
highway. An electrical box at the sta¬ 
tion had been blown with a 12-gauge 
slug. While the corporal went in to get a 
better description, I went after the sus¬ 
pects. 

I scoured the interstate, but no luck. 
As I drove down the interstate looking 
for a spot to turn around I remembered 
what an old policeman told me once. 
He said, if you’re looking for some¬ 
thing, give it everything you have and 
when you’re about to give up, look for 
five more minutes. I’m glad I did. 

Taillights of a small car flickered in 
the distance. I decided to fall in behind 
the car, and noticed that it was a Mazda 
with one driver. I was looking for three 
suspects in a Chevette, A little dis¬ 
appointed, I gave up my search and 
passed the Mazda. Then I looked in my 
rearview mirror and saw two heads 
pop up in the back seat. It dawned on 
me that there’s not much difference 
between a Chevette and a Mazda 
GLC. The Mazda GLC slowed down 
behind me... there was little doubt 
that these were the armed robbery sus¬ 
pects and I was not in the best of defen¬ 
sive positions. 

I was foolish not to have checked the 
car before I passed it and I was even 
more foolish as I signaled to exit. I 
hoped they wouldn’t follow me off the 
ramp. They didn’t, and continued 
down the interstate. Then I immediate¬ 
ly jumped the exit ramp and fell in 
where I belonged — behind them. 

I radioed the dispatcher of my posi¬ 
tion and intent to stop the suspects. 
They wanted me to wait for some 
back-up, but the closest car was at least 


Officer Taylor’s high-speed pursuit 
finally ended when the suspects slid 
on ice and crashed into a snowbank. 
All three were apprehended. 

five miles away. Besides, I had already 
turned on my emergency lights. I was 
committed. 

As I closed in on the Mazda it began 
to accelerate and zigzag between traffic 
lanes. I turned on my blues. At 90 mph 
I saw a suspect climb out the open 
window and perch himself on the 
door, fumbling with a shotgun. When 
he took aim my foot went to the brake, 
my head went under the dashboard 
and my mind raced as the blast shook 
the patrol car. 

I peeked up over the dashboard. 1 
was worried the round might have dis¬ 
abled the car. But it continued to race 
down the highway in hot pursuit of the 
suspects. 

My buddies from Vietnam once said 
that when you get shot at enough, you 
lose a lot of fear and work on calcu¬ 
lated instinct. I guess that’s what hap¬ 
pened to me. I was planning my every 
move ... and planning what 1 was 
going to do to the shotgunner if I got 
the chance. 

I had backed off a good distance 
hoping he’d quit shooting, but with 
little luck. As I maneuvered back and 
forth across the road, that little Mazda 
matched every zig for my zag. I heard 
the words of the dispatcher calmly 
assuring me that back-up was coming. 
She could be calm; she was safe. 

This chase can’t last forever, I 
thought, so I had better get ready. Un¬ 
locking the rack, I removed my shot¬ 
gun and placed it across my lap. I was 
sitting all the way over in the passen¬ 


ger’s seat with my head just peeking 
over the dashboard. I hoped he was 
aiming at the driver’s side. 

Finally, help appeared. The red 
flashing lights of the state patrol car 
never looked better. We went after the 
suspects. When they swerved we 
swerved, and when they turned off the 
highway we followed. Then they lost 
control and crashed into a snowbank. 

Their tires were still spinning when 
the doors flew open. As I bailed out of 
my car I saw the man who had shot at 
me during the 22-mile chase. He 
backed out of the car and began to 
raise his rifle. I yelled for him to drop it, 
but he just turned and aimed at me. 

It was my turn for some quick-reflex 
action. I let him have a load of number 
four buck. A soft jab into his belly, and 
he fell in the snowbank. Contrary to 
what’s shown on TV, he did not get 
blown backward — he kind of floated 
to the ground. 

The two other suspects staggered 
out of the car after they were con¬ 
vinced the shooting had stopped. 
Their friend was still alive, squirming in 
the snow. He survived, and I’m sure he 
will remember me for some time. I suc¬ 
ceeded in blowing out a lung, messing 
up some bowels, and lodging a few 
pellets near his spine. 

He will be mobile again someday 
and once he’s out of prison, I’m sure 
he’ll go out and do it all over again. I 
was not surprised to learn he had just 
gotten out of jail after spending six 
months’ time on an earlier armed rob¬ 
bery. 

I learned a great deal from this ex¬ 
perience, but I guess mostly I learned 
to listen to my stomach. ^ 
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STOP MUGGING AND DUGGING 



DUG DUSTER 

This miniature handheld Bug Buster 
detects sneaky hidden bugs that can 
invade your privacy. You’ve got 
nothing to hide? Your competitors 
may think differently. 1305 OO 

ACTUAL ITEM NOT SHOWN. 



DRIEFCASE RECORDER 
ELECTRONIC MEMORY 

Carry this ordinary executive brief¬ 
case anywhere. Flip down the handle 
and it automatically begins recording 
without being opened. The Electronic 
Memory gives you three incredible 
hours of crystal clear recording and 
can be carried inconspicuously 
everywhere. $449.00 



DULLET PROOF 
SPORTS JACKET 

It looks like an ordinary suit jacket. 
But it stops most handguns. Light¬ 
weight enough to wear all day.. .yet 
strong enough to save a life. (Specify 
small, medium or large) 

$399.00 





MUGGER STOPPER 


Flash this at an oncoming attacker. 
The sudden burst of light will stop 
him and give you time to escape. 
This non harmful, non lethal protec¬ 
tion system can save your life. Not 
only for women, but for home 
owners, city dwellers, and business 
people traveling to “unfriendly” 
neighborhoods. $89.95 



SECURE TEXTEL 
POCKET ENCRYPTION 
COMMUNICATOR 


Wherever you are, type up to five 
pages on this incredible palm-sized 
keyboard. Your message can be 
instantly transmitted over the tele¬ 
phone anywhere in the world. Encryp¬ 
tion feature assures that the silent 
message cannot be intercepted by 
eavesdroppers. This is the private 
communications system of the 
future... todayl $1,500.00 each 



VOICE STRESS 
ANALYZER MODEL 22 

Find out who’s lying. It’s as simple as 
turning on the Voice Stress Analyzer 
Model 22. This invaluable tool can 
be applied in business and personal 
affairs and can easily travel wherever 
you go. $1,950.00 



EAVESDROPPER 


DETECTOR 

Telephone wiretaps are impossible to 
locate visually. Let the Eavesdropper 
Detector do it for you 24 hours a day. 
It automatically records the wiretap¬ 
per and both sides of your conversa¬ 
tion for irrefutable proof. $499.00 


To order fill in the coupon below. 
Money orders or credit cards only. 
Add $4.50 for postage and handling. 

l~CCs"C0UNfEirSPYSH0P 

I Name___ 

I Address_ 


Special prices good only^ wtien 
accompanied this ad. 
Effective through July IS. 1986. 

633 Third Ave., New York, NY 10017 sof”^ 

(212)697-8140 I 

- [ 

--- ^1 


Phone_ __ _Signature___. 

Item(s)_ j 

I I Money Order © copyright ccs 1986 J 

I I Major Credit Card. Number, Exp. Date-- | 
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FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

Spain’s Star SMG 



\5pANISH guns have been known 
as garbage since the 1930s, when 
pathetic S&W and Colt revolver copies 
flooded the U.S. market Despite some 
earnest efforts, Spanish firearms con¬ 
tinue to be tarred with the same brush. 
No matter how bad the Spanish 
weapons rep has been, the firm of Star 
Bonifacio Echeverria, S.A., of Eibar, 
Spain, has remained dedicated to ex¬ 
cellence since its inception in 1905. 

While Star is most noted for its pis¬ 
tols, selective-fire machine pistols were 
produced from 1930 until 1952 and 
submachine gun development com¬ 
menced in the early ’30s. Immediately 
following World War II the Spanish 
government adopted Star’s Z-45 sub¬ 
machine gun in 9mm Bergmann- 
Bayard. Generally a spin-off of the 
German MP-40, the Z-45 possessed 
some innovations; a forward bolt safe¬ 
ty, lower cyclic rate than the MP-40, 
wooden grips and handguards, quick- 
change barrel (of dubious value), 
semiautomatic as well as full-auto fire 
capability, muzzle compensator, full- 
length barrel jacket and a retracting 
handle on the receiver’s right side. 

The 9mm Bergmann-Bayard car¬ 
tridge, also referred to as the 9mm 
Bayard Long, 9mm Bergmann Long 
or simply the 9mm Largo, first 
appeared in 1903. It was developed by 
Theodor Bergmann and his designer 
Hugo Schmeisser (who had nothing to 
do with the MP-40) for a pistol made 
under license in Belgium by Pieper 
whose trademark was “Bayard.” 
Adopted by the Danish as the Model 
1910, it was for years their offical mili¬ 
tary side arm. 

The 9x32mm cartridge has long 
appealed to the Spanish — with little 
justification. Similar, but longer than 
the ,38 AGP cartridge (overall case 
length, .900-inch), it has never been 
produced in the United States. Its 
.355-inch-diameter FMJ 125-grain 
bullet moves out of most pistol barrels 
at 1,120 fps. While its velocity is 
equivalent to that of the 9mm Parabel- 
lum cartridge, the projectile is 10 grains 
heavier. Any increase in performance 
is marginal, and in recent years even 
the Spanish have jumped aboard the 
9mm Parabellum bandwagon. 

By 1960 Star had another sub¬ 
machine gun under development. Af¬ 
ter several prototype versions, it was 
introduced in 1962 as the Z-62 in cali¬ 
ber 9mm Largo and later as the Z-63 in 
9mm Parabellum. While revolutions in 
submachine gun designs have long 
passed into history, the Z-62 is an intri¬ 
guing — although overly complex — 
weapon. 

Firing by means of pure, unlocked 
blowback from the open-bolt position, 
the Z-62/63 rattles away at a very 


The Z-63 is an interesting, if 
complicated, submachine gun 
designed by Star Bonifacio 
Echeverria of Spain. 

proper cyclic rate of 550 rpm, A 7.9- 
inch barrel is enclosed in an overall 
envelope of 18,9 inches with the stock 
folded and 27.6 inches with the stock 
extended. Weight, empty, is a moder¬ 
ate 5.8 pounds. 

The tubular steel receiver extends 
forward to form a ventilated barrel 
jacket with 48 holes. A line of six nubs 
has. been punched into the receiver 
tube on the right side which serves as 
an interrupted guide rail that mates 
with a slot milled into the bolt body. A 
small rectangular cut on the receiver’s 
left side, covered with an oval steel 
patch brazed to the receiver’s exterior, 
accepts an unusual bolt inertia safety 
when the bolt is in the forward posi¬ 
tion. A receptacle for the trigger¬ 
housing group has been brazed to the 
bottom of the receiver in line with cuts 
to accept the sear, ejector and maga¬ 
zine — much closer to the center of 
gravity than on the Z-45. A generous¬ 
sized ejection port has been milled out 
of the receiver’s top, offset to the right. 

The folding retracting handle rides in 
a slot cut into the left side, up front in 
the barrel jacket portion of the receiv¬ 
er. Nonreciprocating, it’s attached to a 


spring-loaded'rod which pushes 
against the bolt face to cock the 
weapon. Placed in this location, debris 
entering the slot cannot reach Ihe bolt 
group or trigger mechanism. 

Protected by a substantial hood, the 
fixed-blade front sight is adjustable for 
windage zero by tapping it one way or 
the other in its dovetail cut into the 
receiver tube. A flip-type rear sight with 
100- and 200-meter apertures rests 
within protective ears mounted on the 
receiver’s rear end. The sight radius is 
14 inches. All of this is more than 
adequate for a submachine gun. 

The folding stock has been taken 
directly from the Czech Vz 25 sub¬ 
machine gun and can be unfolded with 
a magazine in the well. Every bit as 
sturdy and not at all as complicated as 
that of the Sterling, it can be employed 
in moments. Just pull down on the top 
portion of the buttplate — which 
serves as a forearm in the folded posi¬ 
tion. Rotating this section on its spring- 
loaded hinge pin will withdraw a re¬ 
taining piece on the bottom of the butt- 
plate from an elongated hole in the 
receiver under the muzzle and simul¬ 
taneously lock the buttplate in position 
for firing from the shoulder. Pivot the 
entire stock assembly until it snaps into 
a hook at the rear of the receiver. To 
refold, take a firm hold on the stock’s 
two sheet-metal side bars and pull 
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The Black Book Of Dli^ Tricks. "Improvised 
Munitions Handbook" is the most sought 
after {until now Imposs/bfe to obtain) Army 
Manual. Includes chapters on: Mines & 
Grenades. Small Arms Weapons & Ammo. 
Mortars & Rockets, Incendiary Devices. 
Fuses. Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. Plus 
how to manufacture Rocket Launchers, 
Pistols, Shotguns, and Recoilless Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials. And much more! 
New expanded edition! Limited number 
available! 

ORDER NOW! Order No. BB $10.00 


7 Mini-Mag. Tiny size, has all the quality 
engineering, optics, & performance of larger 
Mag-Lites. 5]^” long, diameter. 1" 
diameter flashlight head focuses beam from 
powerful spot to flood. Uses 2 "A" celts. 
1f320100 $14.95 


8 USAF L-2B Flight Jacket Official Air 

Force Lightzone (Lightweight issue). Sage 
Green. Orange lining. 100% polyester. Knit 
collar, cuffs & waistband. 2 pockets. Zipper 
cigarette pocket on sleeve. Sizes: S, M. L, XL. 
#012900 $4&95 Sale $39.95 

USAF MA-1 Flyer s Jacket. Same as L-2B 
with 100% polyester batting lining for 
warmth. No epaulets. Sage Green, Orange 
lining. Sizes: S, M, L. XL. 

#0134G0 $49:95 Sale $39.95 

9 Camouflage Ranger Vest Has a pocket 
for everything. Back pockets, front pockets, 
side pockets, bellows pockets, hidden 
pockets. Woodland Camo. cotton blend 
with shirt-tail sides. Hide-away hood in collar. 
Rugged action vest is good looking & func¬ 
tional. Sizes: S. M. L, XL 

#014800 $39.95 


^ Gl M-65 

Field Jacket 

Latest US Aiiny TO 0 liqld jrfcrket. 50/50 
nylorH!oHon. Quarpe^ water repellency. Zip- 
in hwd. heavy-duty frpnl: zipper, snap 
closuies. Phiaeatre room In the shoulders 
rormov^menL S, L, XL 
ffitO7Q0 O.D, Green $44.95 

#D1O7W0 W[»dlaRd Cemo. f49:95 S44.95 
ai M4S JkM L|n^. Cold woalh^r lin^. 

TUrm M-as Into all weatfwr _ 

lacitl. Siies. S. M, L XL. fT] 

WDlOTAO $19.95 


10 Little Black Box. Automatically starts 
recorder when telephone is picked up. Re¬ 
cords entire conversation on both sides. 
Automatically stops recorder when phone 
is hung up! Attaches anywhere along the line 
& plugs into ANY recorder. Causes abso¬ 
lutely no interference or noise on phone, 
MINIATURE! Only 2" x 2" x 
Alligator dip hook-up 

#310101 $29:95 Sale $24.95 

Modular plug-in hook-up 

#310102 $29:95 Sale $24.95 


2 Folding TIench Knife. 3J4" stainless 
steel blade folds conveniently into 
the unique 5" steel "knuckle buster" 
handle for protection & safety. Length 
open—8>^". 

#172010 $19:95 Sale $14.95 

3 8-Shot Tear Gas Revotver. Fires 8-.22 

caliber tear gas or blanks in seconds. 
#260110 Blue $14:95 Sale $ 9.95 

#260120 Chrome $18:95 Sale $10.95 

.22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic. Fires 6-.22 
caliber tear gas or blanks as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. 

#260510 Blue $1A9S Sale $10.95 

#260520 Chrome $18:95 Sale $11.95 

Accessories 

#260202 Tear Gas Cartridges (10) $2.95 

#260204 X-Loud Blanks (100) $3.95 

#260201 Revolver Holster $2.95 

#260203 Automatic Holster $3.95 


11 Six Pocket Bush Short Made of 
tough, durable material you find in regular 
fatigues. Triple needle side & yoke seams. 
Front has 2 flapped-patch pockets, 2 slash 
pockets. The back has 2 patch pockets with 
flaps. Sizes: 24-46. 

#34O4G0 O.D. Green $15.95 

#3404K0 Khaki $15.95 

#3404C0 Camouflage $15.95 

12 “Pineapple" Hand Grenade. Com¬ 
pletely inert & harmless. Looks like the 
real thing. Detachable firing lever. 

#1721 GO $6.95 

Ordering Information! To order by mail, use 
coupon or separate sheet. Mail payment or credit 
^ card information. For ques- 
tions or Information call 

----^ 1-312-228-0080. To order by 

phone use credit card number. Call 
1-800-323-3233. Have all information ready. 

Minimum order $10.00. 


4 LHeknlfe Commando. Razor-sharp 6" 
blade made from 440C stainless steel heat 
treated to RH57-58. Aircraft aluminum hol¬ 
low handle is waterproof Contains wire saw, 
matches, survival fish hooks, split shot, 20 ft. 
of 10 lb. test line. 6 ft. snare utility wire, 
needles, sutures. Black leather sheath, 
thong & sharpening stone. Jeweled com¬ 
pass in cap. 12" overall. 

1722S0 $4995 Sale $44.95 


13 The Bkmlc Ear. 

Extremely sensitive & 
pointable, eIBbtronic listening device the 
size of a flashlight. Amplifies & passes 
them on to the user through stereo head¬ 
phones which are included. Used exten¬ 
sively by hunters, bird watchers, security 
& law enforcement personnel. Can near a 
whisper at 100 yards, feet scuffling at 200 
feet, a car door shutting at 5 blocte, a 
coon dog on the trail up to 2 miles. Uses 
9 volt battery. Warning: Not intended as an 
eavesdropping device. 

#310300 $69.95 


Clips & Magazines 

Pachmayr Stainless ^ 

Steel .45 Magazine. ^ 

#193110 $19.95 r 

Browning Hi-Power 
9 mm Mag. 13-shot . 
#191620 $15.00 

AR-15 M-16. ^ 

30-shot Magazine. ^ 

#191220 $7.95 ^ 

M-1 Carbine. 30-snot 
Magazine Blue Steel. 

#190420 $5.00 

Uzi 9 mm. 32-shot Magazine. 

#192620 


Dept. 430 

1090 FARGO ELK GROVE VILLAGE, IL 60007 


5 MltcheliAR-50 Accessory 
Package. Black space age nylon 
pistol grip and nickel-plated steel 
telescoping buttstock. Locks 
open and closed. Compact—26" 
overall when closed. Regular size 
Ventilated forend. 


DESCRIPTION/SIZE/COLOR 


open. 


$14.95 


#242000 $69.95 

6 Mitchell 50-fd Mag. for 10/22 Rifle. Easy 
loading, reliable functioning and durability. 
Full 50^. capacity. Markings on back keep 
you informed of remaining rounds. 

#193000 $3995 Sale $34.95 


Credit Card Orders For Fast Delivery 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-323-3233 

Illinois, Alaska. Hawaii 1-312-228-0080 


Magazines for Mini 14 

20-shot Blue #190720 $ 9.95 

30-shot Blue #190820 $12.95 

40-shot Blue #191020 $24.95 

20-5hot Stainless #220600 $14.95 


0 



% every order! 


CHARGE MY: □ MASTERCARD □ AMERICAN EXPRESS SUB 

□ VISA □ DINERS CLUB/CARTE BLANCHE TOTAL 

□ CHECK ENCLOSED □ MONEY ORDER SHIPPING/ 
CATALOG $1.00-FREE WITH ORDER □ SEND CATALOG HANDLING 


CREDIT 
CARD NO. 


MHnoia Rasldants Irtduda 
7%Srf<tiTa< 


TAX 

TOTAL 


EXP. DATE- 


$3.60 


NAME- 


ADDRE8S- 
CITY_ 


-STATE- 


-ZIP- 















































SnVRMM-SA 


STOCK 


OPTIC 



TAKE DOWN 
LATCH 


rMAOA:i^lNE MtLEASE 

Conveniently positioned 
for rapid ambidextrous 
magazine removal. 


Constructed of fiber glass reinforced 
Zeytel, an advanced synthetic material 
unaffected by extreme environmental con¬ 
ditions. It is highly impact resistance 


1.5 power built-in optic incorporated into carrying handle. 

Ring reticule to assist range finding and target acquisition in poor light condition 


as well. 


BULLPUP DESIGN 

Allows overall length of only 3V (with 
20* barrel). Ideal for confined spaces. 


REAR SLING SWIVEL 

Also acts as take down 
pin allowing quick access 
to entire hammer group. 


AUXILLARY^ 
OPEN SfCHTS 


^BOLTASSEMBLY 
Multi- lug recessed head riding on dual 
hard chrome carrier rods. 


EJECTION PORT 

Also located on left side 
to allow left hand conversion 


BOLTPORWARD 

ASSIST^ 


FRONT 

SLING SWIVEL 


MAGAZINE 

High impact resistant mBtorisI that is 
also transparent to allow user to check num¬ 
ber of rounds at a glance. 


RECEIVER HOUSING 

Precision anodized aluminum reinforced 
with tough tool steel in functional areas 
for low weight, strength and corrosion 
resistance. 


CLEANING KIT 

Located inside butt under easily remove¬ 
able butt plate (Kit includes oiler). 


FLOOR PLATE 

Quick-detach floor plate allows rapid disas¬ 
sembly for magazine cleaning. 


MODULAR PISTOL CRIP 

Affords protection to firing hand and al¬ 
lows multiple rest and steadying posi¬ 
tions. Also allows firing with glove. 



STEYR AUe-SA 

5.5Bmm x 45mm (.223 Rem.) 

The Steyr AUG-SA is unquestionably the most aiJvanceiJ semhautomatic 
rifle ever assembled and is truly on the cutting edge of *'the new generation' 
of Steyr weaponry. In fact, the AUG-SA is so advanced in technology and de¬ 
sign that it has no peer. The simplicity of the AUG-SA design literally offers 
unparalleled accuracy, greater versatility and interchangeability, simplicity of 
training and both quick and easy cleaning. These factors make the AUG-SA 
the best operating, highest perhrming auto-loading rifle ever developed. 

And through the use of high technology and advanced synthetics the AUG- 
SA is not only light in weight, but unmatched in reliability and durability. The 
AUG-SA stock is extremely impact resistant and resists deformation in tem¬ 
peratures as high as -h 70CP centigrade and as low as - ACT centigrade. It is 
also unaffected by harsh environmental conditions such as sand, mud, mois¬ 
ture and cold. 

The AUG-SA is truly the most advanced auto-loading rifle in the world 
today. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ALL STEYR PRODUCTS SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOG. 

FOR A STEYR/MANNLICHER ARM PATCH ENCLOSE $2.00. 

WRITE TD CSI, DEPT. STEYR-A, P.O. BOX 129. TRUSSVILLE AL 35273—OR CONTACT YOUR 
NEAREST DISTRIBUTOR OR DEALER. 
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BARREL 

Cold hammer—forged steel. Chrome 
lined including chamber for 15,000 round 
minimum barrellife. # 


^BARREL RELEASE BUTTON 


FLASH HIDER 


Allots quick removal of barrel even/ Advance Engineered for maximum flash 


^whsn hot. 


suppression with minimum bulk. 


-3 
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BARREL INTERCHANGEABILITY 

[ Instant interchangeable barrel assemblies 
\ (available in 16, 20 and 24 inch 
\ lengths). 

\ GAS PLUG 

stroke, direct action gas system 
adjusts externally for adverse and extreme 
conditions. 

- FOREGRIP 

Also folds under barrel to permit firing 
from rest. 


COMPACT EFFICIENT AND RELIABLE DESIGN. 
7 —Barrel Assembly 2—Bolt Assembly 

3—Housing Assembly 4—Stock Assembly 

5 —Magazine Assembly G—Hammer Assembly 


1—LEFT HAND CONVERSION—allows left¬ 
side ejection for left handed shooters. WARN¬ 
ING: Essential for safe operation for left shoul¬ 
der use. Optional conversion kit consists of 
left-hand bolt assembly and reversal of ejection 
port cover. 


2—BARREL INTERCHANGEABILITY—The 

AUG-SA offers quick change ability in three 
barrel lengths. Aside from the 2TT standard 
assembly two other barrels are available in IB 
and 24 inch lengths. 


3—BUILT-IN OPTIC—The optical sight is built 
into the carrying handle and its 1.5 magnifica¬ 
tion gives a wide field of sight. Furthermore, it 
is possible to fire with both eyes open for 
quicker and easier sighting and firing. Auxiliary 
open sights on top can be used for quick rough- 
spotting of target. Optional dot or crosshair 
reticule available. 


4—SCOPE MOUNT RECEIVER—Another ver¬ 
satile feature of the AUG-SA is the ability to 
change receivers. The optional scope-mount 
receiver (shown above) extends the use of vir¬ 
tually any sighting devica and quick change 
mounts allows changing scopes without resisting. 


5—ADVANCE SYNTHETICS—Highly ad¬ 
vanced synthetic materials ere incorporated 
throughout the AUG-SA making it light in 
weight (only 7.9 lbs.) and exceedingly durable. 
These special components not only outperform 
their predecessors—they offer long life, 
greater stability and easy ma/ntenance of 
the AU(3-SA. 


6—OPTIONAL ACCESSORIES—The versatil¬ 
ity of the AUG-SA system is extended even 
further with the wide range of accessories 
available. Available are Sight Adjusting Tool, 
Blank Firing Device, 42 Round Magazine. Bayo¬ 
net, Scope Mount Rail, and SSG Rings for 
Special Receiver. 










The hdster called 
to active duty. 



BUNCm 


Bianchi International 
100 Calk Cortez 
Temecida, CA 92390 

Toll-Free (800) 854-8545 
In California, Hawaii, Alaska 
(714) 676^5621 


The holster 
IS Bianchi’s 
UM84. It’s been 
adopted by aU US 
Forces as 

issue M12 Hip Holster. 

It fits virtually all 45 and 9nmi 
pistols. It’s ambidextrous. A side- 
or cross-draw. A shoulder holster 
or a belt holster that attaches easily 
with Bianchi’s Quick-Lock™ Belt 
Fastener. 

The padded ballistic-fabric 
UM84 is weather-resistant, light¬ 
weight and low maintenance. 
Notice the carefully integrated 
pistol cleaning rod. 

In all, the UM84 meets and 
exceeds the Department of 
Defense’s 44 military require¬ 
ments. We’re sure it will accom¬ 
modate yours. In Black, O.D. 
Green or Camouflage. 


Get your 
84-page, 
full-color, 1986 
Bianchi Catalog 
by sending $2 
to Bianchi 
International, 
or get one FREE 
from your nearest 
authorized 
dealer—over 
3000 worldwide. 


Protected one or more of the following: US P&tent Nos. 4,485,947; 4,485,948. Other US and foreign patents pending. 


back, away from the retaining hook, 
until you can fold the stock assembly 
under the receiver. Pull the buttplate 
away from its spring-loaded axis pin 
and rotate into place under the receiv¬ 
er. It sounds far more complicated than 
it really is. 

After phosphating, the above com¬ 
ponents and the trigger housing/maga¬ 
zine well were painted with a black 
baked-enamel crackle-finish. Tough, 
chip-resistant and highly effective in 
retarding corrosion in tropical climates, 
it can be found on firearms ranging 
from the Sterling submachine gun to 
Chartered Industries’ SAR 80 assault 
rifle, though crackle-finishes have nev¬ 
er appealed to the American public or 
armed forces. 

Attached to the muzzle end of the 
receiver is a cap with six sprockets 
which correspond to six peculiar ta¬ 
pered fins on the barrel’s muzzle end. 
They must have been copied from a 
Buck Rogers ray gun. They serve no 
purpose other than to retain the.barrel 
in the receiver. Except for the fins, the 
six-groove, right-hand-twist barrel 
closely resembles that of the Sterling. 
And like the Sterling’s, it must be re¬ 
moved through the back of the receiv¬ 
er after the other components have 
been withdrawn, although there are no 
troublesome alien screws and it only 
has to be rotated slightly to align the 
fins with the front cap sprockets. 

Things start to get odd upon inspec¬ 
tion of the bolt. Cylindrical in con¬ 
figuration and undercut to pass over 
the ejector and magazine lips, at first 
glance it looks like the Sten gun type. It 
isn’t. A spring-loaded, floating firing 
pin protrudes from the bolt face only 
after a spring-loaded push rod, also on 
the bolt face, is depressed when it 
slams against the barrel after the bolt 
goes into battery. The push rod pivots 
a hammer that drives the firing pin for¬ 
ward the instant the bolt closes. This 
supposedly eliminates the possibility of 
a slam-fire, but it doesn’t always work 
that way, as we shall see. 

Another push rod, directly above, 
operates the peculiar bolt inertia safe¬ 
ty. When a blowback-operated sub¬ 
machine gun is carried with the bolt 
forward on an empty chamber and a 
loaded magazine is in the well, the bolt 
may jump rearward far enough to strip 
and fire a round from the magazine if 
dropped. The spring-loaded inertia 
safety protrudes out the left side of the 
bolt body into the receiver recess and 
prevents the bolt from moving back if it 
receives a sharp blow at the rear. 
When its push rod strikes the barrel 
face the safety rotates back into the 
bolt body so that it does not inhibit the 
bolt’s rearward travel after the car¬ 
tridge has been fired. It sounds great, 

Continued on page 103 
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See tegemlafy quaffty and 

razor sharp bfades at a .tetter dealer neqryau. 
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COMBAT 

^^WEAPONCRAFT 

by John Coleman 


Immediate Action Drills 




EXCALIBUR 

ENTERPRISES 


#1 IN NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT 



AN/PAS-4 Infrared 

$900.00 (+$15.00 UPS) 

FEATURES: 

*U.S. Military's best active t.R.weaponsight *200 yard 
range *4X optical system *Optional adaptors to fit 
commericial rifles 
SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

*Night Scope and manual ‘Carrying case ‘Daylight 
eyeshield ‘Nicad battery - C battery *M14/MIA 
adaptor 



AN/PVS-3A Starlight 
$1595.00 (+$15.00 UPS) 

LOWEST PRICE MILITARY STARLIGHT SCOPE 
FEATURES: 

*18mm First Generation Reconditioned intensifler 
‘New, Improved eyepiece *4X Optical system ‘Quick 
focus sytem ‘Smallest, Lightest Military Starlight 
Scope (3 lbs.) 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylight filter ‘Ml A/Ml4 
& AR 15/M 16 adaptor brackets ‘Batteries (Replace¬ 
ments readily available) ‘Newly designed carrying 
case 



AN/PVS-4 Starlight 

CURRENT MILITARY ISSUE - STATE OF THE ART 
FINEST UNIT AVAILABLE TODAY 

$3250,00 ( + $15.00 UPS) New w/ Reconditioned 
Image Intensifier (30 day wty.) 

$4500.00 (+ $15.00 UPS) New w/ Factory New Image 
Intensifier (1 year wty.) 

FEATURES: 

*25mm Second Generation intensifier‘Muzzle flash 
protection ‘ABC and Manual gain control ‘Adjustable 
illuminated reticle with .223 or .308 ballistics 
‘Camera or video adaptor optional 
SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylight filter *M 16 mount 
‘Lens cleaning kit ‘Carrying case ‘Batteries (Re¬ 
placements readily available) 

Excalibur Enterprises 
P.O. Box 266 
Emmaus, PA 18049 
(215) 791-5710 

Send $3.00 for complete catalog 
EXPORTERS 

Contact us for your foreign requirements. 

COMPLETE LINE OF individual and crewserved 
weaponsights. Night Vision goggles and viewers, 
Extensive Parts inventory for Both First and Second 
Generation Systems, plus reconditioning and general 
repair. 


good portion of every war, be it 
conventional or otherwise, is spent on 
patrolling. Whether it’s a fighting or 
recon patrol chances are good that 
you’re going to run into the enemy, or 
he’s going to run into you at some 
point down the line. It probably won’t 
be a planned encounter; both sides will 
be surprised as hell, but whoever 
reacts first — and most effectively — is 
more likely to walk away to tell the tale. 

How can you plan for a chance en¬ 
counter? Or get out of an enemy 
ambush? Or take full advantage of a 
split-second opportunity to spring your 
own ambush? A cool, calm and col¬ 
lected thought process is one answer, 
and intensive training is another. But 
there are more practical steps you can 
take on the ground, and they fall under 
the heading of immediate action drills 
(lAD). 

There are four basic IADs you’re 
likely to run up against while you’re out 
lurking in the bushes — the simul¬ 
taneous chance encounter, the chance 
encounter, the hasty ambush and the 
counterambush — all of which are 
highly probable on any battleground 
anywhere in the world. 

A simultaneous chance encounter 
— sometimes called the “oh shit!” 
connection — takes place when two 
enemy patrols run into each other at 
the same time. It’s a common occur¬ 
rence because no matter how actively 
you patrol, you can be sure the other 


Charging an enemy ambush, it may 
be your first, last and only option for 
survival. Photo: Dept of Defense 

side is doing the same thing. 

Now, your reaction to this or any 
other unexpected encounter will be 
predicated on two main factors: your 
jDatroI’s mission and its size. A four- 
man recon team that runs into an 
enemy 16 -man fighting patrol had bet¬ 
ter beat feet or someone’s going to 
collect on a life insurance policy. For 
our purpose, though, let’s assume 
your eight-man patrol, armed with two 
squad automatic weapons and the 
normal array of individual weapons 
and grenades, is out running a terrain 
recon and bumps into a fighting patrol 
from the other side. 

“Who shoots first, wins,” has to be 
your immediate reaction. The first man 
to see the enemy, probably the patrol 
leader (PL), must snap off an aimed 
shot and drop one of the opposition. 
It’s a heavy psychological advantage 
and immeiately puts the enemy on 
the defensive. Since the rest of your 
patrol might not be in a position to 
actually see the bad guys, the first man 
to shoot has to pinpoint the target by 
shouting something like “enemy 
front!” or “enemy right!” to bring 
everyone into the game. 

With that knowledge, the rest of the 

Continued on page 105 
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ILIIJI^LIIV’S SinilNC SAM’. 



MILITARY GOODS CATALOG 



ILLUMINATION 


Ttwsa “Boonte Hats" ^ ■ Cartridge Holder Hat Band 

ara the real thing!! (except Dessert Camo) 

Choose between: 

ri Leaf pattern camouflage, Gl ripstop; 100% cotton as used in 

Vietnam. Genuine Gl. S14.00/each. 

n Woodland Pattern camo, army’s latest issue; 50% cotton/50% 

nylon Genuine Gl. S12.25/each. 

lJ Desert camouflage; )ust issued to the U,S. Rapid Deployment < 

Forces. 50% cotton 50% nylon: Genuine Gl. S12.25/each. 

n Olive Drab (00) Green; 100% cotton Gl ripstop as used in early 

Vietnam. Genuine Gl . S14.00/each. 

The following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 
copies at $7.00/each. Select: Leaf Camouflage Pattern 
r f !□ Tiger Stripe Camouflage Pattern 

Specify size. S(7), M{7 /4), -j Qjjyg Green (00) 
L(7V2):XL(73%). ■] Black 


□ us Navy Style Commander’s 
Cap with‘Scrambled 

This cap features a mesh back 
and fully adjustable headband 

Choose: Navy Blue or . 

Black $5.75/each. / 



□ Black Commando * 
Dog Tag Set - 

(A Kaufman's Exclusive): 2 Gl stainless 
t tags, specially treated to be non glare flat black plus 2 

black {4 " and 24' ■} ball chains SS.OO/sat. 

□ Regulation Gl Dog Tags - .--rttjfil® 

set of 2 Painless steel tags and 2 * 

stainless chains (4" and 24"). $3.00/set. 

Want us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
spaces per fine. 

. Printing.onty $1.00 per tag ($2.00 per set). 

L PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 


□ Gl USMC Fatigue Hat-y 

Specify: Woodland Camo or Olive Grab/ 
(00) Green. S M L XL S5.00/each, 1 



I Reinforced 
Seat 


I Reinforced Knee 



n Rescue Strobe Light—, 


SALE!! SALE!! J 

$10.00 OFFM 

every Strobe Light!! If I 

To get sale price you MUST menhon 


This IS a high mtesily strobe beacon which 
penetrates ram and fog and is visible for 
distances up to 15 miles Standard pilot 
survival gear, this light is atMut the size of 
a pack of cigarettes (1'' x 2'' x 4 V?'') yet 
it puts out a dazzling white flash (250.000 
lumens) 50 times per minute for up to 9 hours. 
The unit is waterproof and shocl^oof. Sold 
complete with case and 1 battery . $39.S0/each. 

Replacement Batteries for Strobe Light 
. $9.95/Bach. 


□ Angle Head Rashlite 

This is the heavy duty olive 
drab plastic flashlight issued to all military units. 

The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender 
for hands free operation, operates on 2 
I standard D cell batteries and comes 

complete with a spare bulb Brand 
L y / ^ y~f new sold in the Gl box 

\\ Specify; Oliva Drab (OD) 

^ y \ Yjf \ Green or Black . 

^ 1tA\ \ $6.50/each; 

All 2 lor $12.25. 



-BINOCULARS 



CALL FOR 
DISCOUNT PRICES 


All In-Stock 
Items Shipped Within 
24 Hours. 


SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 


KAUFMAN’S EXCLUSIVE 


□ Elite Commando T-Shirts- 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 - 545-0933 

9 to 7 Mountain Time 

ATHLETIC CAMOUFLAGE 


□ Camouflage T-Shirts- 

50% corton/50% polyester. Choose from. 

□ Green Leaf Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Brown Leaf Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Tiger Stripe Crew (Rouno) Neck 

□ Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Green Leaf V-Neck 
Specify Size: S, M, L, XL ... .S7.00/each 

or any 3 shirts for S18.00 


□JoggingShorts- 

50% corton/50% polyester 

Sizes are from S to XL. 

Tell us your waist size 

when ordering.$6.50/each. 

Woodland Camouflage Pattern 
Oesert Camouflage Pattern 
Olive Drab (OD) Green 






RECQN 





SHIPPING 




Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each 
order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance 
and handling. 

Orders up to $10.00 $3 00 

Orders from $10.01 to2D,00 3.75 

Orders Irom $20.01 to 35,00 4 50 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 5.25 a 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 6.25 ^ 

Orders from $70.01 to90.00 7.25 

Orders over $90.00 8.00 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 


2 color silkscreen (never a rubbery iron on) on finest quality shirts 
you'll be ground of. Another Kaufman's Exclusive: 

, ISpeciat Forces— grey shirt, (507o cot1on/507o polyester) black and 
while design. 

[ 1 Airborne/Ranger— black shirt (1007o cotton) red and white design, 

' IMarine Recon— red shirt (100% cotton) gold and white design. 
Specify size (S.M.L.XL) S7.95/each 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42ND ST., 
NEAR TIMES SOUARE. 

/PRIPF<; MAV V/ARV AT MVP QTHQFI 


WIiST. ^ 

\h ARMY&NAVY GOODS 

We’re America’s Army and Navy Store!! 

ORDER TOLL FREE-1-800-545-0933 

' ^ (505) 293-2300 

Dept. A-306 1660 Eubank NE Albuquerque. NM 87112 


years 1 


i The Cheapest!! But Then, We’re Not Trying To Be. 

i Kaufman name has been respected for offering the finest in genuine 
military goods and insignia. Our committment to first rate service is legendary. Our service 
policy means: 

• All In stock items are shipped no later than the next business day regardless of whether 
you pay by check, money order, credit card or C.O.D. (There is a C.O.D. fee of $4.00 in ad¬ 
dition to the regular shipping). 

• Toll free telephone lines direct to our Customer Service Department. We’ll not only be glad 


to take your orders (every firm with an 800 number will do that) but we’tl also be happy to 
answer your questions. Whether you’re catling to ask about our merchandise or the status 
of an order you placed, we guarantee friendly, courteous service. 

No, we’re not the cheapest. But you get what you pay for If you order the cheapest you 
may wait a long time for delivery of something you may ultimately be unhappy with. If you 
order from Kaufman’s you’ll see why top quality merchandise and first rate service (with a 
Customer Service Department always available) will squeeze the most value out of every 

dollar you spend. Call Toll Free 1-800-545-0933 










































OeT A GRIP 

As far as civilian weapons go, 
shotguns are probably the ones most 
often dressed up as weird creatures 
that only vaguely resemble their 
original form. In the vanguard of 
manufacturers marketing accessories 
for shotguns and assault rifles is 
Choate Machine & Tool Co. Inc., an 
outfit with a well-deserved reputation 
for churning out quality gadgets for 
a variety of firearms. 

Shotguns get plenty of attention 
from Choate’s designers and they 
haven’t yet run out of ideas. A new 
forearm has joined the ranks of 
Choate’s other excellent accessories, 
but this one has something more 
than just Choate’s name behind it — 
this one was bom from a 
government contract. 

Choate originally made a few of 
these pistol-grip forearms for an 
unnamed government agency and, 
according to reports, the reaction 
was favorable. So favorable, in fact, 
that Choate has decided to try them 
out on the general public. 

The rationale behind this radical 
departure from the status quo lies in 
the assumption that conventional 
pumpgun forearms often become 
hard to hold during rapid firing. If 
you are ever in a situation where 
you have to fire off round after 
round, rest assured that your hand 
will probably slide off the forearm at 
least once during the fusillade. When 
holding a pistol grip, your hand finds 


itself in a more natural position than 
the standard horizontal hold. 

Pointing becomes easier and recoil 
more manageable. 

Still, Choate’s new forearm isn’t 
as convenient as it could be. With its 
traditional backward-slant design, the 
pistol-grip forearm becomes 
awkward to hold as it is moved 
through the slide sequence. The 
human hand simply isn’t 
comfortable in that position. Perhaps 
Choate might take a page out of the 
Hungarian book of small-arms 
design: The AMD assault rifle has a 
forward-slanted front pistol grip — a 
much more comfortable and natural 
position for the forward hand to be 
in. 


This criticism aside, it’s certainly a 
good enough accessory in its present 
form to warrant attention from law 
enforcement or others who hunt 
more than ducks with their shotguns. 

Choate’s vertical forearm is 
attached to a solid blued steel tube 
which replaces the conventional 
forearm. Installation is simple — 
only a forend key (included) is 
needed to change your shotgun into 
a fast-handling weapon. If you send 
$25, that is. 

For more information write: 

Choate Machine & Tool Co. Inc., 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 218, Bald 
Knob, AR 72010. Phone: (501) 
724-6193. 


Targets of opportunity 

The new trend in target-range 
training seems to be realistic portraits 
of thugs and terrorists armed with a 
threatening array of weapons. One 
company in particular stands out in 
the field of realistic targets. 

A company called Armstec has 
come out with a series of six life-size 
torso targets of men (and one 
woman) holding guns. Their concept 
was aimed at the law enforcement 
market, but they are now trying it 
out on the public. 

Each target is marked with a kill 
zone along the same lines as the 
standard silhouette so those of you 
accustomed to perforating traditional 
man-size targets will feel right at 
home. For extra realism, weapon 
overlays are provided. Each target 
has its arms positioned in the same 
way so that the overlays can be 
placed over the hands of the target. 
In case the shooter gets too 
accustomed to a single thug’s face, 
Armstec has also provided such 



innocent items as cameras in the 
overlays. That way you’ll watch the 
weapon and not the face. 

The targets are produced on 
high-quality paper and each target 
has a varnish application which will 
make it more durable when used in 
wet weather. Overlays are 
self-adhesive. 

For more information and a price 
list write: Armstec, Dept. SOF, HCR 
73 Box 367, Walker, MN 56484. 
Phone: (218) 547-1599. 


Oerber bmf 

In the April ’86 issue of Soldier 
of Fortune, we previewed 
Gerber’s new BMF combat knife. 
Release has been moved up, so 
the BMF is currently available 
through the Cutlery Shoppe, 

Dept. SOF, 220 9th St, Boise, 

ID 83702. Phone: (800) 
231-1272. Cost is $119. ^ 
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More than just a knife. 

• 5" inch water tight aluminum hollow handle. 

• Screw off liquid filled compass. 

• Rugged leather sheath with its own 
sharpening stone. 

• Useful survival kit inside handle features 

wire saw, matches, needles, nylon line, fishhooks 
and sinkers. 

• AtOactive gift box. 

*29®®each^57®®fortwo 

Call toll free for credit card orders: 

1 - 800 - 231-9279 

SORfil NO COD ORDERS 

To order by mail, use coupon or separate sheet. Mail 
payment or credit card information with expiration date, 
card number and signature. 


Salisfactinn 
guaranteed. 
Just return 
F unused within 
f 2 weeks with all 
parts In original 
packqe for refund. 


THEBKSOUK 


V This is the Survival Knife/Kit you’ve been waiting for — made tough, it features a 
big 10 inch 420 stainless steel blade. Sportsman including hunters, fishermen, and 
campers will find “The Big One’’ can take it, no matter how tough the task. 


Expiration Date: 


Authorized Signature 
Name_ 


Phone _ 


Address 


. State. 


SOF 


KnifOCO RO. Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 
Please send me: 

□ 1 Survival Knife @ $29.95 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 

□ 2 Survival Knives @ $57.95 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 
Specify: 

□ Black handle with black sheath and black coated blade. 

□ Camouflage handle with green sheath and black coated blade. 
Florida residents add 5% tax. Orders out of USA $8.00 shipping and handling. 

Charge my □ MasterCard □ Visa □ American Express 
□ Check enclosed □ Money Order 
Credit Card Number: 






























S OMEONE once said that a survival 
knife is the knife that you have on hand 
when you need it. That’s true. When 
push comes to shove, we rarely have 
time to select the knife of choice. That’s 
why the blade I carry on me all the time 
is the best tool and deadliest blade I 
can get my hands on. And yet people 
don’t object to this—they simply don’t 
know that it’s there. 

Survival takes many forms. In the 
wiidemess-survival scenario, a large 
knife is the usual choice. But in the 
wilderness, concealability is not an 
issue. In the city it’s a different ball 
game, and a knife with a 9- or 10-inch 
blade hanging off your belt is guaran¬ 
teed to make you the center of a lot of 
unwelcome attention. It is for this 
reason that a lot of small boot knives, 
push daggers and other hide-out 
knives are popular. There’s a widely 
held belief that a hide-out knife with a 
3- to 6-inch blade is just the ticket for 
personal protection. But why use a BB 
gun for defense when you can have a 
.44 Magnum? 

The knife that I carry everywhere I 
go has a blade that is 9% inches long. It 
measures 15 inches from the back end 
of the handle to the tip of the point, and 
weighs just under 16 ounces. Most 
people would consider it to be a large 
knife, yet I carry it in public. 

Let’s face it, it’s not socially — or 
legally — acceptable to carry a fixed- 
blade knife in most areas of the United 
States. Nonetheless, many Americans 
elect to carry a blade as a last ditch 
defense. Yet most select a knife be¬ 
cause it is small and concealable, not 
because it is a good tool or weapon. 

Big knives are capable of making big 
cuts. When serious hacking and chop¬ 
ping is needed a large knife works bet¬ 
ter than a small one ... and a knife 
fight is about as serious as hacking and 
chopping ever gets. Unfortunately, 
when men quit carrying fixed-blade 
knives in this country due to the wide¬ 
spread use and acceptance of hand¬ 
guns they forgot how to carry it safely, 
comfortably and unobtrusively. 

The problem is not the knife. The 
problem is the sheath. 

How you carry a knife has a great 
bearing on its utility and comfort. In 
most parts of the world except for the 
United States and some industrial re¬ 
gions of Europe, the knife is worn by 
inserting it through the belt, rather than 
hanging from it. This keeps it close to 
the body and prevents it from swinging 
and banging the wearer, becoming an 
irritant Americans, however, like to 
hang things from their belts, and the 
knife sheaths made in this country 
since the first decade of the 20th cen¬ 
tury have been equipped with belt 
loops. 



More Blade, 



A sheath like this Western Cutlery 
version can be irritating when it 
hangs loose and slaps you on the 
leg. In addition, it can never be 
concealed. 

The most practical sheath design 
Tve seen is simply a fitted cover for 
the blade with a stud. Unfortunately, 
it’s not commercially manufactured. 
To make your own, try Tandy’s 
Leather and ask for a Sam Brown 


BATTLE 

BLADES 

by BUI Bagwell 

Less Sheath 

As far as I know, we are the only 
people in the world who equip a knife 
sheath with a belt loop that can be as 
long as the handle of the knife, and 
then use a thong to tie the sheath to our 
leg to keep the whole thing from get¬ 
ting in the way and swinging. We are 
also the only people in the world 
whose large knives have a tendency to 
pull their pants down as they walk. So 
how do you get around this problem? 
Simple. Don’t use a belt loop and 
thong. 

It is easy to conceal the blade of a 
knife, even if it is 9 or 10 inches long, 
because it is relatively wide and thin 
and does not leave a bulge under your 
clothing. Add a cover for the blade, 
and it is still concealable. But the han¬ 
dle, the thickest part of the knife, is the 
hardest part to hide. Add a belt loop 
that runs up behind the handle and 
you have just doubled the thickness of 
what is already the bulkiest portion of 
the implement. The addition of a belt 
loop also forces you to wear the knife 
outside clothing in plain and obvious 
sight. 

The cutlers of Sheffield, England, 
did a landslide business selling large 
knives to Americans from the early 
1830s to just after the Civil War. They 
developed a nifty sheath design that 
allowed one to carry his knife exposed 
on his belt, or concealed under cloth¬ 
ing. It’s instantly removable without 
loosening a belt or making any adjust¬ 
ments to one’s clothing. This sheath is 
simply a cover made to fit the blade, 
with a stud — sometimes called a frog 
— that protrudes from the side of the 
sheath about ^/^-inch down from its 
throat. 

The knife is worn by inserting the 
sheath between the belt and trousers 
with the stud facing the outside. The 
stud engages the belt and keeps the 
knife and sheath from sliding through, 
the normal tension of the belt holding 
everything securely in place. When the 
sheath is broken in, the knife can be 
drawn and replaced in silence with one 
hand, and when the blade is with- 

Condnued on page 107 


post. 
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BLACK PLASTIC 


f EXTENSION $19,95 
FOLDING STOCK $67.95 


ALSO 

AR-7 

STOCK 35.00 


FOREND$12 

[PISTOL GRIP STOCK $45 


RTS ALL T/C PISTOLS, CONVERTING THEM INTO LIGHT, COMPACT RIFLES. YOU MUST HAVE A 16" 
BARREL TO MAKE THEM LEGAL WE ALSO OFFER BARREL EXTENSIONS TO FIT THE 14" BARREL 
TO MAKE THEM LEGALLY 16". 



10 SHOT MAG EXT $32.00 

MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS 


$69.95 

REM 870 * WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 • MOSS 
HI-STANDARD 



10",BRL 0SHOT 20" BRL 
100 

G A5 COO 

S&W 3000 


FOLDING STOCK FOR 
MINI-14 • .30 CARBINE * 10/22 


NITEX FOLDER 
FOR STAINLESS MINI 

$79.95 QPPi' 


CARBINE STOCK FITS Gl, 
IVER JOHNSON, OR UNIVERSAL 


$67.95 


SPECIFY WHICH FIREARM 


SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIP 


$15.95 

REM 070 • ITHACA 37 • WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 • MOSS 500 
HI-STANDARD 


AR-15 BUTTSTOCK 
EXTENSION 


REPLACES FACTORY 
BUTTPLATE AND ADDS 
ONE INCH TO LENGTH 



AVAILABLE FOR MINM4‘ 
10 / 22 - 

.30 CARBINE 
(G.I. OR UNIVERSAL) 


ONE PIECE PISTOL GRIP 
STOCK 

$44.95 

MADE WITH UNBREAKABLE 
DU PONT« ZYTEL 


M(NI-1430 RD MAGS BLUED $14.95 STAINLESS $16.95 


SIDE FOLDING STOCK KIT 


WITH RUBBER RECOIL PAD 
FOR WIN 1200 • RANGER 120 
REM 670 • S&W 3000 - MOSS 500 
COMES WITH FOREND 
(PLEASE SPECIFY) 


1 ^ - 


AR-15 / M16 
^ \\\ BUTT STOCK 

OFFHAND NOTCH 3/4" LONGER $30 

ROUND HANDGUARO $24.95 

NEW CANADIAN ARMY 30-flD ZYTEL MAG S12.95 
TELESCOPING ZYTEL MAG STORE LOADED 20 YEARS 
OR EXPAND TO 45 HDS. S24.9S 


VENTILATED HANDGUARD 


BLACK PLASTIC 
MINM4 $8 

10/22 $8 

CARBINE STEEL $8 


BLACK NON-SLIP RUBBER 


EXTENDED 
BUTT PLATE 


1100 SHOWN 


PLASTIC PISTOL GRIP STOCKS FOR SHOTGUNS 


$45 


BENELLI 5 
AND SPAS i 
STOCKS 
NO FORENDS 


45 


^ FORENDS FOR SHOTGUNS $9.95 

WIN 1200 • RANGER 120 • MOSS 500-600 
ITHACA 37 • REM 870 

BLACK PLASTIC FORENDS-MORE CONTROL-NON SUP 

REM 1100 FOREND-$20 



XR-5000 “STUN GUN" 

40,000 VOLTS OF STUNNING POWER 

YOU on YOUR WIFE NOW CAN DEFEND YOURSELVES AGAINST 
DRUNKS. PCP USERS. MUGGERS. ANIMALS OR ANY KINO OF OF- 
FENDERS WITHOUT DEADLY FORCE AND ALSO LESS LIABILITY RISK. 
A SHORT 2 OR 3 SECOND BLAST WILL DAZE AND DROP EVEN THE 
BIGGEST. STRONGEST ATTACKER (EFFECTIVE EVEN WHEN AN AT- 
TACKER IS WEARING A HEAVY LEATHER JACKET) YET THERE IS NO 
PERMANENT INJURY-GIVING YOU PLENTY OF TIME TO GET AWAY. 

$69.95 Unit WITH FREE NYLON CASE 



QUARTERMASTER 

SALES 

BLACK BALL CAP 
$4.50 EA 


STD $129.90 

UZI $189.90 
AR 15 $159.90 
MINI-14 $159.90 
H&K $189.90 
FN $209.95 


> ARMSON O.E.G. 

FASTEST SIGHT DAY OR NIGHT 

YOU USE BOTH YOUR EYES 
AT THE SAME TIME • JUST PUT THE RED 
DOT ON TARGET AND SHOOT. 


NEW .22 GROOVED RECEIVER MODELS $74.95 (Day only) 
AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS • CARBINES * ASSAULT 
RIFLES • HANDGUNS 
.22 DAY OR NIGHT $99.95 


EAGLE 

. ^ rifle case 

I I ^^"^IGHTWEIGHT AND RELIABLE. 

MADE OF 110Z. WATER REPELLENT 
A1— CORDURA NYLON. CLOSED-CELL FOAM PADDING 
FOR MAXIMUM WATER RESISTANCE AND SHOCK 
ABSORBANCY. REINFORCED, WIDE-WEBBED CARRYING HANDLES. 
LARGE FRONT COVER CARGO AND REAR AMMO POUCHES. HEAVY-DUTY 
‘‘YKK” ZIPPERS. COMES IN BLACK OR WOODLAND CAMP. 

SPECIFY WHICH RIFLE OR STOCK 


“THE FINEST IN TACTICAL EQUIPMENr 

$4.00 Shipping Each Stock 
$2.00 Each Other Items 

SEND S2 FOR 40 PAGE CATALOG 

Please Send Money Order or Cashier's Check 
Call for Credit Card Orders For Faster Service 

ORDERS 6 TO 6 MST 
1-800-552-0070 EXT. 543 

QUESTIONS 10-5:30 M-F 
1-505-884-6622 

7201 AVENIOA LA COSTA NE ' ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109 
4609 MENAUL NE ‘ ALBUQUERQUE • NM 87110 
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7th Annual Soldier of Fortune 
Convention & 3-Gun Match/86 

Sahara Hotel Las Vegas 17-21 September. 
Sign up today for all the fun and excitement 
you've come to expect from the SOF 
Convention & Match; 

• Mew Seminars 

• A/eiv Activities 

• New Weapons Expo 

• More adventure than 

ever before! « 

Room Reservations & 

Travel Services: * 

In California: 

(aOO) 852-8866 
Outside California: 

(800) 637-2929 > 

CW Exposition , 

Information: ■ 

Ralph Bicknell —^ 

(303) 449-3750 ^ , . j 


Preregister today for 
the early bird fee of $100 
and save 25 bucks! 
($125 registration fee 
after 15 August) 

Conventioneer 
Information: 
Bill Brooks —* 
(919) 392-2961 

3-Gun Match 
Information: 
Mike Horn — 
(805) 325-7499 
■ (805) 393-6106 

I (805) 589-0152 


Conventioneer Only Preregistration Form 


Name_ 

Address_ 

City_State_Zip 


Mail to: SOF Convention ’86, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80303 

□ Enclosed find my check/money order for $100 
(payable to SOF Convention) 

Please bill my □ MasterCard □ VISA 

Card #_Exp. Date_ 

Signature_ 
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GET THE EDGE! 



Model #120 


Model £702, 


Model #a01 


Model #840 


Model #a00 


Model'Hn 11 


THE EDGE COMPANY 

RO. Box 3284S, Phoenix. AZ S5Q64 

G02-B52-7B59 


sink Srdr Dp^lllu 
(AMiT 

H&drw Black /=}!" 

3 Rar I74.9B 

r^odvJ j9ioa 

Mlliurv , 

Oli'vn lUmb 9" 

3 Fur 579.35 

Modal #702 $29.95 

Black Front Opening 
Man Size Grip 8’A" 

3 For $69.95 

Model #107 

Price^^ja^l^^J^erstock 


prHHIbJtc aandia | 

iTtfllg 11%-OpDiirTg 
akn. GrtSFr. WhiEa. ^-cr BkpcK 
3 ftu $104.9i5 
Modal J»17, ^3Q.9E 

'Edaa Cdllacw S^ies 

Br^Dff and Hardwood, Blnidii4d Su»l 
Lavnr Hunbor 7 !t ' 
a 5104.35 

[Modal #860 $2§i6 

Front Opeliing . ? 

Light Weight — Heavy Duty 
ABS Resin Grip sy,”: 

Black or Red 
3 For $59.95 
Model #840 $23.95 

Front Opening 

Faceted "Autocamping" Grip 
Black, Red or Blue 8% " 

3 For $59.95 

*Attn. Collectors & Sportsmen: Though legal in parts form, in certain 
areas the completion of these kits may violate certain laws. Please 
check your area before ordering or assembling, as compliance with 
any such law is the purchaser's responsiblity. 


The Edge Co., P.D. Box 3ZS4S-5FS, Phoenix. AZ 85064 

Fin Avsiittmty 

OnoAir Pjians On PBijutzt ~i’OZjJ 


PimBjm Sitip T7to Fatfawinjg Hems: 

MocM __ Mo4 

Modal # , Qty. . Mo< 

Model #_Qty._ Mo< 

Add $1.50 P8r Kh Shipping And Handing 

□ Check or Money Order Enclosed 

□ Visa/M asterCard #_ 


Albw 10 Days Shlp^ng 

Total $ __ 

_ Exp. Dale .-.■■ 


AddrBSit 


City _ -SwTa _ Hit _ 

I aartstv that | arm nvor Z1 fBan, of apa. 

SlffliCiB#___ _ ___ - - Datn ___ 

Ncc H¥sllfA4* wh*r« prcNibn«j bv Uiw- Inquire abuui Bpedarl miniary and 
p[^H woJvcn- and dlsqpuptH. 




li 


t 

f 

















IN REVIEW 




RIC E PADDY 

GRUNT 


o 

o 



Unfading Memories 
of the Vietnam 
Generation 


JOHN M.G. 
BROWN 


I RICE PADDY GRUNT: UNFAD¬ 
ING MEMORIES OF THE VIET- 
NAM GENERATION. By John M.G. 
Brown. Regnery Gateway, Dept. 
SOF, 950 North Shore Drive, Lake 
Bluff, IL 60044. Hardcover. 
$18.95. Review by John Coleman. 

of the bitterness and national 
hostility toward Vietnam and its war¬ 
riors has come a flood of books written 
by bitter and hostile Vietnam vets. 
Most have not been able to step out of 
their own trauma long enough in order 
to put their experience—and Vietnam 
— effectively into words. 

A few books — Charlie Mike, The 
13th Valley, 365 Days — have 
reached the plateau of strong, emo¬ 
tional writing combined with a solid 
story line, and that's what makes the 
Vietnam War a historical reality for the 
1980s’ generation of readers. 

John Brown’s Rice Paddy Grant 
rightfully takes its place among those 
books. 

Grant’s strength lies in its ability to 
tell two stories — that of a combat 
soldier slowly coming to grips with his 
own disillusionment toward the war, 
and the anti-war movement across the 
United States which sapped the critical 
will to win in Vietnam. Permeating 
both is that cross mixture of emotion 
which makes sense of the words, “No- 
body’sright, and everybody’s wrong.” 

Brown avoids the easy trap of letting 
his own raw feelings mn rampant over 
the story he has to tell. His fear and 
loneliness, and sense of inevitable futil¬ 
ity, bleed through this account of his 
18-month tour, but they are a haunting 
background rather than a focal point. 
The real focus is the war and those who 
fought — and opposed — it. 

And Brown’s war is the Vietnam 
most combat vets remember. Endless 
patrolling and the adrenalized shock of 
ambushes, tunnel-ratting through 
dank and fear-infested crawlways, hot 
insertions into the middle of Charlie’s 
Country — the experience winds itself 
around the protective cocoon every 
combat soldier weaves to protect his 
own private sanity and vision of the 
World. 

This juxtaposition between the 
vet’s-eye view of the war and the surg¬ 
ing anti-war movement in the United 
States sets Grant apart from the aver¬ 
age there-I-was novel. There was a war 
on two fronts, and Brown — as a gmnt 
in the trenches — does a good job in 
balancing the mixed morality of the 
peace movement against the futility of 
the war. He doesn’t bludgeon the 
reader with reasoning; rather he inex¬ 
orably draws the audience to his own 
conclusions by coherence of his artistic 
construction of the war. Brown vividly 
characterizes the forces that drove 


some Americans to war and others to 
pacifism. 

All this is not to say that Grant is a 
perfect book. It’s not. Brown occa¬ 
sionally bogs down in his own re¬ 
search, and we run into page after 
page of overmeticulous recounting of 
unit designations and deployments 
... and body counts. There are also 
some technical mistakes vets will be 
quick to catch, and transitions from 


GURKHA: THE ILLUSTRATED 
HISTORY OF AN ELITE FIGHT- 
ING FORCE. By Christopher 
Chant. Blandford Press, Dept. 
SOF, Link House, West St., 
Poole, Dorset, BH15 ILL, Eng¬ 
land. 1986. 160 pp. $17.95. Re¬ 
view by Dale Andrade. 

Gurkhas. 

The very mention of their name has 
inspired fear in anyone foolish enough 
to call them enemy. From the earliest 
days of British colonialism on the Indi¬ 
an subcontinent through the war in the 
Falklands the Gurkhas have gained a 
reputation for ferocity and compe¬ 
tence in battle. 

Gurkha presents a photo-filled 
chronicle of these legendary masters of 


war to anti-war might leave some read¬ 
ers in the dust. 

Still, these are minor imperfections 
in an otherwise important reflection of 
the Vietnam era. It was not an easy 
time for soldier or civilian to under¬ 
stand, and Rice Paddy Grant might 
be the harbinger of a new breed of war 
novel which will give us perspective 
rather than bitterness. 


small-unit combat. From their obscure 
beginnings as tribesmen in the remote 
Himalayas; Chant traces their rise — 
first as opponents, then as defenders of 
British India — to today’s hardened 
elite battalions, covering everything 
from their military exploits to the de¬ 
tails of daily life. Illustrated with many 
rare and some never-before-published 
photos, this book gives a full sense of 
that combat mystique commanded by 
no other fighting force. 

For the reader who wants a concise, 
but complete, introduction to the Gur¬ 
khas, this may be the perfect starter. 
There are more detailed works on the 
Gurkhas’ exploits, but for a primer. 
Chant’s book is hard to beat. Read it 
through and then head to the library 
for more on these famous fighters. ^ 
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I Olde Glory Fireworks 

if Brings Fireworks to Your Door! 
Order Early—Call Toll Free 
1-800-843-8758 or 605-348-755 

VISA—Mastercard—Diners Club 
American Express Orders 



Full Color 

Catalogue Available 
Send $1.00 



FREE GIFTS WITH ORDER! 

$50 Order: 1 Free gross Black Cat 
Bottle Rockets 


$100 Order: Free Bottle Rockets & 

Black Cat 40/12 Firecrackers I 

$500 Order: Free case of Black Cat 

Bottle Rockets J 
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Item Number and Name 

Display 


Case 


Item Number and Name 

Display 


Case 


FIRECRACKERS 

Quantity 

Pr^cc 

Quontity 

Price 

Night Display Shells (cont.) 

Quantity 

Price 

Quantity 

Price 

1-001 Udyfingcrs 40/40(7/8”). . 

. 1600 firecrackers $ 6.35 

32 parcels 

$139.50 

11-008 *2(X) Mammoth 





1-003 T-Bomb 80/16 (P/i”). 

. 1280 firecrackers 

9.90 

12 parcels 

97.90 

Chrysanthemum. 

. 1 shell 

13.50 

2 dozen 

216.00 

1-005 Black Cat 40/12 {V/z "). . . 

.480 firecrackers 

5.10 

32 parcels 

115.90 

11-011 Halley’s Comet Shell. 

. 1 shell 

11.90 

2 dozen 

189.90 

1-006 Black Cat 40/40 (IVa”). .. 

. 1600 firecrackers 

15.70 

10 parcels 

121.50 

12-001 4" Shell Assortment. 

.1 dozen 

5.40 

36 dozen 

117.90 

1-008 M-60 Firecracker. 

. 72 in a box 

14.90 

20 boxes 

210.00 

12-003 7” Shell Assortment. 

. 1 dozen 

15.90 

12 dozen 

138.90 

1-010 Zebra 40/50 (l»/ 2 ”). ... , . 

. 2000 firecrackers 

16.90 

8 parcels 

107.10 

12-004 48 Shot Color Pearl Shell. 

.2 shells 

6.75 

80 shells 

202.90 

SMOKE AND NOVELTIES 





12-006 Kaleidoscope. 

.2 shells 

6.75 

50 shells 

139.20 

2-001 Smoke Balls.... . 

.6 dozen 

$ 8.90 

20 boxes 

$129.00 

12-007 News Transmitter. 

.2 shells 

6.75 

80 shells 

202.90 

3-001 Fun Snaps..... 

. 10 boxes 

5.70 

300 boxes 

123.90 

12-009 Saturn Missile. 

.2 shells 

5.40 

120 shells 

220.50 

3-002 Booby Traps.. 

.12 boxes 

1.90 

1440 boxes 

189.00 

12-019 Festival Ball Shell. 

. 1 dozen 

14.50 

15 dozen 

155.90 

3-005 Auto Foolers w/rcport.,.. 

. 1 dozen 

5.90 

60 dozen 

239.00 

SKY ROCKETS 





4-002 Small Tank..,. .. 

. 1 dozen 

5.90 

40 dozen 

162.90 

13-001 Chinese Bottle Rocket 





4-004 Friendship Pagoda.. 

. 2 pieces 

2,40 

144 pieces 

134.90 

w/report.. 

. 1 gross (12 dz.) 

$ 4.90 

25 gross 

$ 89.90 

4-006 Happy Lamp. 

. 1 dozen 

8.40 

36 dozen 

196.50 

13-002 Black Cat Bottle Rocket 





5-002 Jumping Jacks 48/12.. . -. 

. 576 pieces 

11.90 

20 parcels 

* 159.90 

w/report... 

1 gross (12 dz) 

5.40 

25 gross 

103.90 

5-003 Ground Bloom Flowers.. .. 

.3 dozen 

5,50 

120 dozen 

174.50 

13-004 Whistling Bottle Rocket 





5-007 Jack In the Box Surprise.. . 

1 dozen 

9.90 

15 dozen 

111.90 

w/report... ..... 

1 gross (12 dz) 

7.90 

20 gross 

117.50 

ROMAN CANDLES 





14-002 1 02 . Po Sing w/report. , . 

. 1 dozen 

3.50 

72 dozen 

165.90 

7-001 5 Ball Roman Candle.... 

. 1 dozen 

4.50 

24 dozen 

$ 75.90 

14-004 8 oz. Black Cat w/stars. . 

.1 dozen 

10.90 

36 dozen 

268.50 

7-002 8 Bail Roman Candle ... 

.1 dozen 

6.00 

12 dozen 

60.00 

14-005 8 oz. Black Cat w/report. 

, 1 dozen 

10.90 

36 dozen 

268.50 

7-004 10 Ball Candle w/report. . . 

.1 dozen 

8.50 

12 dozen 

86.90 

14-007 Large Chinese Rocket Asst.l dozen 

5.90 

36 dozen 

159.30 

SPARKLERS AND FOUNTAINS 




14-009 Giant Chinese Rocket Asst. 

.1 dozen 

10.90 

24 dozen 

199.90 


3.60 

5.10 
10.90 

5.90 

9.10 

4.90 
5.25 


12 dz. boxes 30.25 
12 dz. boxes 41.90 
25 gross 190.75 
24 dozen 113.90 
12 dozen 99.90 
72 fountains 109.50 


36 dozen 113.90 


6’001 ^8 Gold Sparklers1 dz. boxes 

6-002 *10 Gold Sparklers.1 dz. boxes 

6-004 Large Morning Glory Spkls.. 1 gross (144) 

8-001 Chinese 5” Fountain Asst.,. 1 dozen 
8-004 *3 Cone Fountain Asst., .. 1 dozen 
8-006 Royal Flush Cone Asst.2 fountains 

8- 008 Happiness Fountain...... 1 dozen 

MISSILES AND AIRPLANES 

9- 001 5” Missile w/stars.1 dozen 5.70 

9-004 Whistling Gemini Missile-2 dozen 6.40 

9- 006 Giant *3 Po Sing Missile ... 1 dozen 12.90 

10- 001 Satellite Airplane. .... . ,2 dozen 3.60 

10-004 Small Sunflower.2 dozen 3.60 

10-005 Bombing Plane w/report— 1 dozen 6.90 

10-006 Night Flying Plane..1 dozen 6.90 

10- 008 Giant 2-Stage Silver Jet,. .1 dozen 16.90 

NIGHT DISPLAY SHELLS 

11- 004 *100 Golden Palm 

w/PurpIc Crown.1 shell 10.50 

11-007 *100 Starr Mine.1 shell 10.50 

I hereby state and promise, as a condition of this sale, that! have complied with 
the laws of the state of destination of the merchandise and have or will obtain any 
necessary permits required by law and will use or sell said merchandise in strict com¬ 
pliance with all applicable laws, either city, state or federal. 

I have read and understand this entire form and understand that the seller. OLDE 
GLORY FIREWORKS and the agents of either, shall not be liable in any civil action 
for any accidents or injury during the transportation, handling, storage, sale or use of 
this merchandise and hereby release the above named from all liability whatsoever by 
any person or entity-1 understand that fireworks are dangerous and assume all risks 
regarding them. I also understand as a condition of this sale that I am over 18 years 
of age. 

NAME _ 

STREET ADDRESS _ 

CITY, STATE _ 

SIGNATURE _ ____ 


ASSORTMENTS 

15- 001 Partytime Assortment. 

16- 001 Safe & Sane Assortment.. , 

17- 001 Showcase Assortment 

18- 001 Extravaganza Assortment.. 

19- 001 “Olde Glory Celebrates 

Independence” Assortment.. Retail Value—$545.35 Your Price—$279.90 


Retail Value-$41.70 Your Price-$25.00 
Retail Value—$40.00 Your Price-$22.50 
Retail Value—$102.05 Your Price—$50.00 
Retail Value-$207.55 Your Price-$100.00 


36 dozen 
60 dozen 
24 dozen 
120 dozen 
240 dozen 
30 dozen 
60 dozen 
12 dozen 


2 dozen 
2 dozen 


$155.90 

163.90 
241.50 
179.00 

272.90 

165.90 

299.90 

162.90 


$177.60 

177.60 


2 
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ITEM 

NUMBER 

QUANTITY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

























































ANY ORDER SHIPPING AND HANDLING 

$5.00 

SEND CERTIFIED CHECK OR 

MONEY ORDER gp TOTAL 

-J 








All merchandise shipped via UPS at $5.00 shipping 
and handling rate except CA, MA. NJ, CT, NH. ME, 
A2. OK, Alaska and Hawaii. 

Call for information concerning delivery in these 
states. 

We need your street address or location. 

We cannot ship to post office boxes. 

We reserve the right to make substitutions for out- 
of-stock items. 



Olde Glory Fireworks 

Box 2863 

Rapid City, SD 57709 




JUNE 86 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 33 







































































































h 111 


SOF WEAPONS 


Hideable 
Heaters 
in .380 
and .45 


Text & Photos 
by Peter G. Kokaiis 


ABOVE: Ci]4r& dyJiaiAk diiu 
comfiact hidtableii in"V 
.45uiid ACP. ■ 


1 he ^tainle.sS'Steel 
OfTkerN Mwt^ k a 
compact piatoJ In .-4^ 


























H ave you ever tried to conceal a large- 
capacity 9mm pistol? I have. And it 
isn’t easy. While everyone else has been 
scurrying about stuffing as many rounds as 
they can into the magazine wells of the 
current crop of double-action 9 mils, Colt 
has concentrated instead on the require¬ 
ments of compact, hideable pistols with 
their newest offerings—the Officer .45 and 
.380 Mustang ACP. 

Series 80 .45 ACP Colt pistols function 
by the principles perfected by John Moses 
Browning. Locked-breech, recoil- 
operated, the barrel and slide of these pistols 
are locked together by two ribs on top of the 
barrel at the chamber end which engage two 
recesses in the underside of the slide. They 
are securely locked together during the mo¬ 
ment of high chamber pressure and they 
travel rearward a short distance still firmly 
mated to each other. During recoil, the bar¬ 
rel swings backward on its link which is 
attached to the frame by the slide stop pin 
passing through it. As rearward travel con¬ 
tinues, the barrel is forced downward and 
away from the slide. The barrers rearward 
travel ceases when it strikes its stop in the 
frame, while the slide continues backward 
to complete extraction and ejection of the 
empty case before rebounding by means of 
the recoil spring to strip and chamber 
another round from the magazine. 

These pistols carry an excellent manual 
thumb safety, a debatable grip safety and a 
half-cock notch. This mechanism prevents 
the pistol from going full-auto in case the 
s^ar fails. While half-cock can be relied on 
as a safety, it seems more a holdover from 
cavalry days. 

Plagued by the threat of ever-increasing 
product liability lawsuits and pressed by those 
who oppose our second amendment rights, 
Colt’s lawyers have forced another safety de¬ 
vice on the Series 80 pistols. The addition of 
the so-called “firing pin lock” has caused the 
value of Series 70 Government Model pistols 
to almost double. Some pistolsmiths refuse to 
work on Series 80 Colts and others will do so 
only grudgingly. Why? The safety mechanism 
adds at least 8 ounces to the trigger pull weight 
and further increases the impression of drag 
during the let-off. Many have implied that 
trigger work attempted on this new system will 
have but fleeting effect. • 

No matter how much we moan and groan, 
the Series; 80 firing pin lock is here to stay. 
A hole inside the slide; on the right side, 
contains a spring-loaded firing pin block 
plunger which is held in place by a modified 
firing pin. Two levers have been added to 
the frame — a trigger bar lever attached to 
the seat pin and a plunger lever to the ham¬ 
mer pin. When the trigger is pulled the 
trigger bar lever rotates rearward and causes 
the plunger lever to rise against the firing 
pin block plunger, driving it up so the inertia 
firing pin can'move forward through a notch 
in the plunger. When the trigger is released 
the plunger’s spring pushes it down to onCe 
more block the firing pin. A worst-case 
scenario would be to place this mechanism 
in a stainless-steel pistol and ask someone to 


improve the trigger. That’s just what SOF 
did, realizing that if we sent it to the wrong 
meat market we might end up with an unreg¬ 
istered fuII-auto machine pistol. 

Like it or not, stainless-steel firearms are 
a fact of life (“Waterproof Weaponry,” 
SOF, September ’85). They fill an impor¬ 
tant niche in the inventory of those who 
have need of their special qualities and are 
willing to accept the inevitable tradeoffs. 
The frames on all of Colt’s stainless-steel 
handguns are high-ferrous forgings. Colt 
has addressed the problem of galling on the 
bearing surfaces of the reciprocating parts, 
originally a serious problem on all stainless- 
steel firearms due to the increased coeffi¬ 
cient of friction, by differential heat treat¬ 
ment of these components. 

A stainless-steel version of the .45 ACP 
Colt Officer’s Model was chosen for our test 
and evaluation. It weighs 34 ounces, empty. 
The overall length is just 7t4 inches, with a 
height of 5^/2 inches and a width of 1 '/s inches. 


In the right leather, it’s veiy concealable. 

With polished sides and a glass-beaded 
matte top surface, the slide forging has the 
enlarged ejection port frequently installed 
on customized .45 Colts. High-profile fixed 
sights are a vast improvement over the stan¬ 
dard Government Model sight system. Both 
sights are carbon-steel black oxide dull 
blued from front to rear. 

Three colored dots — two on the rear 
sight and one on the front — neither add nor 
detract while shooting under stress. Colored 
dots are cosmetic hype only .,. they fade 
away when you concentrate on placing a 
flash front sight picture onto a target. In this 
situation, no matter how much you practice 
on paper targets and pepper-poppers, when 
push comes to shove, the front sight will 


Belled at the muzzle, the Officer’s Model 
looks like a very small blunderbuss. We’re 
not sure why. 







. 



CHRONOGRAPH RESULTS^ 


\-r-' ' 

.380 ACP AMMUNITION 


[ _ Inslramentatioii: 

Oehler Model 33 Chronotach with Skyscreen III detectors posi- I 

I tfoned 10 feet from muzzle, temperature^ 63 degrees F. All readiogs in I 

feet per second <fps). Pistols: Colt Officer’: 

s .45 ACP Model with 3*63-inch barrel 

and Colt Mustang ,380 ACP Model with 2.73rinch barreL 


.45 ACP i 

Low 

High 

Extreme 
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Ammunitioiu 

velocity f 

velocity 
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invariably be slightly above the rear sight. 
Sight radius is 5!4 inches. 

A Commander-type hammer is standard, 
I don’t like this, but its tendency to chew off 
chunks of your hand has been obviated by 
an excellent beavertail tang on the grip safe¬ 
ty. A flat main-spring housing has been 
installed below the grip safety. Some may 
find the standard thumb safety difficult to 
employ when firing from the proper mod¬ 
ified Weaver stance. If so, have an oversize 
safety fitted, but stay away from ambidex¬ 
trous safeties unless you are left-handed; 
they have a nasty habit of snagging on your 
jacket resulting in condition zero — round 
in chamber with the safety off. And you can 
forget about the safety stop on the hammer. 
No doubt the expression “half-cocked” is 
derived from this archaic feature. 

The magazine release button is exactly 
where it’s been for three-quarters of a cen¬ 
tury, but the Officer’s ACP Model maga¬ 
zine’s capacity has been reduced to six. 
With a round in the chamber, that gives you 
seven rounds to do the job. You shouldn’t 
need any more. Standard M1911A1 seven- 
round magazines can be used, but they will 
jut slightly below the frame. 

Only 3.63 inches long, the six-groove 
barrel has a left-hand twist. Belled at the 
muzzle, it looks every bit like a very small 
blunderbuss. Its effect on the pistol’s bal¬ 
ance characteristics is, at most, slight. 

On all short-slide Commander and Offi¬ 
cer’s ACP Colt pistols, the slide stop as it 
comes from the factory simply won’t do for 
those whose lives depend on these firearms. 
During the slide’s diminished rearward 
travel, the slide stop is likely to pop up into 
its notch and lock the slide rearward at a 
most inopportune moment — the “Com¬ 
mander Syndrome.” The rear face of the 
slide stop must be dimpled just enough to 
positively engage the spring-loaded slide 
stop plunger, but not so much that the slide 
stop will fail to rotate up after the last shot 
has been fired. This should be done by a 
competent pistolsmith only. 

Which brings us to the modifications 
made to our test specimen by an expert 
gunsmith in order to enhance the pistol’s 
reliability and performance when the pucker 
factor arises. Usually, muzzle weights and 
compensators, extended slides and other 
gimmicks have no place on a self-defense 
gun. Nevertheless, certain modifications 
were necessary. John G. Lawson (The Sight 
Shop, Dept. SOF, 1802 East Columbia 
Ave., Tacoma, WA 98404), a gunsmith for 
40 years with a specialty in pistolsmithing 
for the past 20 years, concentrated first on 
the trigger. 

Obvious burrs were removed, but no sur¬ 
faces were stoned to any measurable de¬ 
gree. This and the addition of over-travel 
and take-up screws to the stock trigger 
brought the pull weight down to a crisp and 
consistent 4.25 pounds. Officer’s ACP 
front sights will sometimes blow off the 
slide after two or three boxes of ammuni¬ 
tion. This component was restaked. Colt 
advises me they are attending to this prob¬ 


lem. The feed ramp was polished and the 
barrel throated to accommodate bullets of 
all configurations. Both the plunger tube 
and grip screw bushings were staked to pre¬ 
vent their loosening under heavy usage. The 
extractor was shaped and polished. This is a 
normal procedure. Both the firing pin and 
double recoil spring were replaced by Wolff 
springs (W.C. Wolff Company, Dept, 
SOF, P.O. Box 232, Ardmore, PA 19003) 
with a 22-pound load rating. The sear spring 
and disconnector were inspected and hand 
fitted and, of course, the rear of the slide 
stop was dimpled. The Officer’s ACP needs 
no more than this to prepare it for battle. 

None of these modifications alter the dis¬ 
assembly procedures, which differ some¬ 
what from the standard Government Model 


Colt. Remove the magazine and clear the 
piece. Press down on the recoil spring plug 
and simultaneously rotate the barrel bushing 
counterclockwise about a quarter-turn. 
Withdraw the bushing. Using a screwdriv¬ 
er, push the recoil spring plug inward until 
its locking lug clears the notch in the slide. 
Turn the plug a half-turn to the right or left. 
Under control, allow the plug and recoil 
spring to extend out of the slide. Remove 
the plug. Cock the hammer and draw the 
slide to the rear until its disassembly notch is 
indexed to the lug on the slide stop. With¬ 
draw the slide stop by pushing it from the 
right side of the slide. Pull the slide forward 
and off the frame. Lift up the recoil spring 

Officer’s ACP Model field-stripped. 



r—K 


COLT MUSTANG SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber . ., 

.V.,,. , , .380 ACP (9mm Kurz) .: : 

Operation . >.. 

; > ; . . . . Locked breech, short-recoil operated. Single locking lug on 


top barrel engages a recess in the slide. Exposed hammer. 


Single-action, semiautomatic only. Manu^ thumb safety. 


' i i- half-cock notch on hammer,and firing pin iodk operated by 



Weight, empty 

.. .,v.. 8.5:.ounces 

Length, overall 

...... 5.6 inches ; v; r . 

HeigBt 

; i. . . .3.96'inches, / . 

Width (over gri 


Barrel . 

....... Six-groove with left-hand twist ' ' 

Barrel length , 

2,73 inches 

Grip panels. , 

. . Black plastic ' ' , " 

Sights;.. , 

Fixed-blade ramped front; squ^e-notch rear. Sight radius: 


3.93 inches. 

Flnisr...... 

..... Black oxide < 

Magazine .. .. ^ 

w1 . Single-line box type with five-round capacity. Spare maga¬ 


zines, $10,70. . 

Price , .. * . .. V * 

,.-.,^..$340.50 » ^ 

Manufacturer. . 

.r. ; . ,Colt Industries, Firearms Division, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
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fflDEABLE HOLSTERS 

Professionals don’t pack their pieces 
in dime-store leather. Kenneth L. Null 
(Dept. SOF, 578 Green Spring Road, 
Hanover, PA 17331) creates bench- 
crafted concealment holsters of the high¬ 
est quality for those who carry and use 
handguns as daily routine. All of his 
scabbards are carefully cut and patiently 
hand-molded around real guns, 

Ken has less than two dozen designs 
and none are intended for rhinestone 
cowboys. For our Mustang we chose his 
Model ANK, an ankle holster which 
does not depend on snaps or straps for 
retention of the pistol. His holsters are 
tight-fitting when new and require at 
least 20 or more practice draws for 
break-in. This ankle holster uses a dense 
felt backing to prevent movement during 
wear and withdrawal of the pistol, and 
dissipates perspiration, often encoun¬ 
tered on ankle holsters with fleece back¬ 
ing. The Model ANK holster costs 
$63.95. 

l am very much inclined to crossdraw 
holsters with a pronounced muzzle for¬ 
ward rake. It with some trepidation 
that I accepted Null’s suggestion to 



NtiiPs ankle holster for the Colt 
M^tang. 


■SW-v- 


Null’s crossdraw rig shown 

wilb the Officer’s ACP Model. 



and guide and remove them from the rear. 
Rotate the link forward and pull the barrel 
out of the front of the slide. 

I suggest you lubricate this with some of 
John Lawson’s magic potion, 1-4-SS. The 
sear and disconnector should be lubricated 
with STP to which has been added a small 
amount of Lawson’s lubricant. Reassemble 
in the reverse order. Make sure the plunger 
lever that controls the firing pin lock is 


down before attempting to assemble the 
slide to the frame. Install the recoil spring 
plug and rotate it into its notch in the slide 
before you replace the barrel bushing. 

More than 1,000 rounds of four different 
types of .45 ACP ammunition were fired 
through the Officer’s ACP. The modified Colt 
performed in an exemplary manner with no 
stoppages of any kind. Each load was chro- 
nographed to ascertain how much velocity is 


GOLT OFFICER’S AGP MODEL SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber .. ... 

:^45ACP 

Operation . i, .. ., - - 

. Locked breech, short-recoil operated. Two locking lugs on 
top of barrel engage recesses in the slide. Exposed ham¬ 
mer. Single-action, semiautomatic only* Manual thumb 
safety, grip safety, half-cock notch on hammer and firing 
pin lock ;;qperated by two levers in frame. 

Wei^t, empty ,. - * . . . 

.34ounces 

Length, overall. 

. 7.25 inches 

Height __ _ __ * *. . .. 

.5.5 inches 

Width (over grips). ... 

V 1 /a inches 

Barrel ..... *... 

. Six-groove with twisL 

Barrd length ........ 

. 3.63 inches 

Grip panels. .. 

, Black-painted wood u 

Sights. _ . ,,. 4,.. 

. High profiley fixed; black oxid^ front and fr^^Front sight 
with single white dot. Square-notch rear ^with two white 
dots; rounded com6tS; Sight radius, 5.25 inches. 

Finish ... * ; *...,. * 

. Stainless steel 

Magazine ..... . , ■ 

. Single-line box type;^itb six-round capacity. Spare stain¬ 
less-steel magazines $18. Will accept standard seyen- 
round M1911A1 magazines; — ' 

Price .... 

*$569.95 

Manufacturer, *,...,, 

. Colt Industries, Firearms Division, 


1868, Hartford, Cr^56I01* . 


purchase his revolutionary new GSS/ 
XDR designed with a decided muzzle 
rearward rake to hold the pistol’s butt 
close to the body. Great for conceal¬ 
ment, but how could you draw the pistol 
out of such a configuration? The secret 
lies in that portion of the holster behind 
the pistol’s slide. If s completely open, 
except for the stitching around the belt 
loops. To draw, just grab the pistol, 
pivot the butt forward and withdraw with 
speed. Cost is $69*95. 

Waist scabbards must be fitted to belts 
of the exact width as the holster’s loops. 
I cannot stress this enough. For body- 
hugging concealed cany and precision 
draws under stress the belt must be wide 
(IVz inches is ideal), stiff and thick. 
Null’s Model CBT 1/ 2 -inch belt meets 
all the requirements. Constructed with a 
fiill-face lining of dense high-quality 
leather, laminated, and lock-stitched 
with durable nylon thread, the CBT cre¬ 
ates a sturdy belt with minimum lateral 
flex* Cost is $69.95 with a solid silicone 
i brass buckle. 

Colt’s new pistols and ,380 are 
compact hideables any professional can 
rely on* In the right holsters they are sure 
to remain unseen. 



The bushing and blunderbuss barrel of the 
Officer’s Model. 


Plunger lever directly to right of hammer 
which operates the firing pin lock of the 
Officer’s Model. 



lost by the stubby 3.63-mch barrel. GI ball 
was used for control (headstamp: WCC 71). 
Its average velocity was 762 ^s. Reloads 
consisting of raedium-hardcast 230-grain 
roundnose bullets, assorted cases, CCl Large 
Pistol primers and 6.3 grains of Unique shuf¬ 
fled downrange at an average speed of 751 
fps. Remington Targetmaster ammunition 
with 185-gr. wadcutter bullets defy feeding 

Continued on page 95 
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SOF AIRBORNE 

RICE PADDY 

Jumping 
with the 
Divine Dragons 

Text & Photos by Mick Doyle 



I looked down for a DZ. seedlings for miles around, but it was time 

Nothing. As far as the eye could see to assume the position as the ground rushed 

there sU-etched a green patchwork of rice at my dangling feet. **rm going to buy the 

paddies, sugar cane fields and the occasion- farm, the bloody rice farm,” went through 
al glint of a fish farm pond. All this made for my head over and over, 
spectacular scenery, but its beauty was lost SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown was in 
on me as 1 craned my neck in an effort to the same predicament. Off to my left I heard 
find that drop zone. him bellow, “A rice paddy, I’m going to 

It gave me a lonely feeling watching the land in a goddamned rice paddy.” 

C-119 “Flying Boxcar” that had just dis- How true. But he wasn’t alone — we 
gorged its load of soldiers turn into a speck were all going into the mire. No* time for 

on the horizon. As I dangled like a wind such trifling matters, though. The ground 

chime the loneliness was magnified by the flew at me in a kaleidoscope of green seed- 

realization that the DZ was nowhere to be lings, gray mud and shimmering water, 

seen. All I remember thinking was that I Waiting ... waiting ... slurp. 

must have been dropped miles off course. Not thud. Slurp. My boots disappeared in 
But there it was. In the distance I could the gray-brown ooze of the flooded field and 

just make out colored smoke drifting across I sprawled face down in the slime — a most 

the paddies below. I pulled down on the undignified position. But the hard part was 

back right risers and took a look around. I still to come. 

still couldn’t see it, but the smoke was there, Staggering to my feet in the shifting slime 
holding out at least a ray of hope that this I fought my way through the wet and muddy 
jump wasn’t going to end in disaster. tangle of silk and parachute cord. It is far 

Two hundred feet off the ground. I could from an easy task to manipulate that maze of 

hear garbled Chinese voices coming over cord and silk into any kind of movable pack- 

the bullhorn on the ground — presumably age, but the chore gets real tough when you 

the commands were the usual “Get your 

feet and knees together, clown, type of Mike Epstein (left), John Donovan and 
stuff. Robert K. Brown (right) after successfully 

There was still only water, mud and rice completing the ROC/IAAV jump. 



have to defend yourself against assault. 

As I fumbled with shroud and lines an 
angry old woman chattering in Chinese 
wagged a crooked finger at me and 
threatened to beat my brains out with the 
handle of a hoe. Fortunately for ROC/Aus¬ 
tralian relations, the ancient woman mut¬ 
tered a few more oaths and then set to 
straightening the rice seedlings. 

Not being one to turn my blind side to 
anyone who had just ambushed me, I moved 
out of the beaten zone and toward the road 
with my dripping parachute. Not until I 
reached terra firma in the form of a dirt road 
did I take my eyes off mama-san. 

One of the Chinese soldiers who had 
helped organize the jump met me on the 
road. “Where’s the DZ?” I was still con¬ 
vinced that we were miles off course. He 
spread his hands toward the paddies all 
around us. “This is it. This DZ is always a 
soft landing.” He laughed. “But watch out 
for the fish farms. Those ponds are full of 
eels and they have been known to bite.” 

By the time we reached the assembly 
area, the C-119 that had dropped us static 
liners had climbed to altitude and put out a 
load of free-fallers — The Divine Dragons. 
This elite ROC parachute team was putting 
on a show just for us round eyes. They 
stacked their chutes, one atop the other like 
a colored silk wedding cake, darted around 
in the sky with their maneuverable parafoils 
and executed a precision landing on one of 
the few dry patches in the area. It was quite a 
show. 

The jump was over and now it was time 
for our reward. Foreign jumpers formed up 
in front of the Chiang Kai-shek monument 
that dominates the parade ground at Ping 
Tung. The deputy commander of the Air¬ 
borne and Special Warfare Center, Major 
General Chang, pinned the wings on our 
chests and handed out certificates. 

Our jump trip to Taiwan was not a trip 
designed only for those having highly placed 
contacts in the ROC government. Any mem¬ 
ber of the International Association of Air¬ 
borne Veterans (lAAV) can travel to Taiwan 
and m 2 ike the jump. During the week of 
11-18 November the LAAV will be sponsor¬ 
ing a jump for qualified jumpers who want to 
experience the excitement of jumping with a 
group of airborne soldiers from Taiwan. The 
trip will cost $1,759 and includes round-trip 
airfare from Los Angeles to Taipei, ground 
transportation and accommodations. Jump 
wings and certificates will be awarded after 
the jump and everyone will have the oppor¬ 
tunity to do a little sightseeing afterward. But 
if you’re interested, be quick about signing 
up — the jump is limited to 100 qualified 
parachutists. 

Send all inquiries to: International Asso¬ 
ciation of Airborne Veterans, Suite 181, 
606 Barry St., Chicago, IL 60657, Please 
include a self-addressed, stamped long en¬ 
velope. 


RIGHT: In the door: Robert K. Brown gets 
ready for a flight to the DZ in a C-119. 
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Sitr NICARAGUA 



FDN Strikes Deep 


'I txl & t>y Kl Cunudiense 





T ask Force Pancasan was forging 
slowly south through the rolling hills 
of Boaco and Chontales, ambushing 
military convoys and sacking Sandinista 
Army outposts as it advanced toward the 
strategic Managua-Rama highway, barely 
65 miles from the Costa Rican border. 
Behind us lay the wreckage of three 
communist-style collective farms, a 
half-dozen army trucks and a similar 
number of small Sandinista garrisons. All 
had the misfortune to be in the path of 
what was modestly described as a 
reconnaissance patrol. 

It was late spring and the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Force (FDN) was still growing. 
Volunteers were streaming northward to 
FDN base camps on the 
Nicaragua-Honduras border. As always, 
providing new recruits with weapons and 
supplies was a constant problem. Total 
FDN troop strength was estimated at 
17,000, with 6,000 enrolled in our task 
force’s parent command, Regional 
Command Jorge Salazar. 

Largest of all the FDN’s regional 
commands, the Jorge Salazar operates out 
of a controlled zone of about 300 square 
miles, situated between Mount Musun in 
eastern Matagalpa and the Waslala 
highway in western Zelaya. Based on 
what I saw in this area, the FDN enjoys 
strong support among the campesinos. 

But then most of the FDN’s troops, 
whose average age is about 20, grew up 
in this poor farming region. The peasants 
look after their own with a desperate 
devotion tested by six years of Marxist 
oppression. Thus they provide the FDN 
with food, shelter and a vast network of 
correos — messengers-cum-guides who 
act as the eyes and ears for the freedom 
fighters. Only in this way can these 
troops remain deep in Nicaragua for up 
to two years at a time. 

This continuing internal logistical 
support network, which also serves as a 
fertile recruiting ground, has enabled the 
FDN to expand its AO. So operational 
task forces like the one I was 
accompanying have been able to move 
farther west and south inside Nicaragua 
than ever before. 

Task Force Pancasan was dispatched 
with orders to test the terrain all the way 
down to southern Chontales in hopes of 
establishing a permanent presence there. 


CANADIAN CONTRA 

El Canadiense is the nom de guerre 6t 
a 39-year-old Canadian free-lance writ¬ 
er. Although his family has served in the 
British military, he is a lifelong civilian 
who is expanding his talents into broad¬ 
casting. On his return from Central 
America, he visited Washington to share 
his firsthand insights into the true nature 
of Nicaragua’s civil war with key con¬ 
gressmen and plain citizens. 


TOP: Task Force Pancasan comes under 
enemy fire in Matagalpa. 

ABOVE: Dumas (3rd from left) with some 
of his men. 

BELOW: El Canadiense and Dumas on the 
Espabel bridge. 



Besides probing the Sandinistas’ 
defenses, TF Pancasan was to gather 
intelligence on what to expect in the way 
of support from local campesinos who 
had never had contact with the FDN. 

This was always an open question in new 
areas because of constant Sandinista 
propaganda portraying FDN troops as 
sadistic marauders who find pleasure in 
rape, murder and pillage. 

Because they have had little or no 
contact with the FDN, the people of 
Chontalehos know very little about the 
freedom fighters except for the lies they 
hear from the Sandinista government. 
What they do know about firsthand are 
collective farms, chronic shortages of 
basic goods — even the simplest 
commodities they produce themselves — 
and watching press gangs hunt their 
young for service in the Sandinista 
military. 

As I traveled for several weeks with 
Task Force Pancasan from north to south 
two-thirds of the way through Nicaragua, 
the reaction of campesinos unfamiliar 
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carelessness on our part. In El Cacao, 
some of the FDN troops were ravenous, 
as usual, and imprudently crowded 
together around a bakery before searching 
adjacent houses. Unfortunately, some 
Sandinista militia members had hastily 
hidden in a house just across the square 
as the FDN patrol moved into the village. 
The easy target proved too tempting. 

Five freedom fighters and a civilian 
woman fell dead as a hail of bullets 
rained on the bakery. 

The anti-Sandinista troops quickly 
counterattacked. The house was zapped 
with an RPG-7 rocket, killing the 
ambushers. 

The small pocket of holdouts proved 
the exception. Elsewhere, members of 
the communist militia either surrendered 
or fled. One regular army captive in 
Espabel provided surprising intelligence. 
Zacarias Mendoza of the Sandinista 
army’s 2521st Battalion told Comandante 
Dumas that his S-2 shop knew three days 
in advance of our approach. Yet 
Sandinista commanders in Muelle de los 
Bueyes sent only a handful of untrained 
conscripts to each village. 

Mendoza became another eager recruit 
for the FDN. He described how he and 
14 other would-be defenders of Espabel 
camped out near the village for three 
days and two nights. He and others were 
so fearful of armed confrontation that the 
unit leader instructed the men to empty 
their magazines into the air on our arrival 
and try to escape. Not that his leader was 
a coward, Mendoza insisted. He said 
they were merely following the orders 
given by Second Lieutenant Juan Sanchez 
before departing Muelle de los Bueyes: 
“S/ son muchos, corranse!'* (If they are 
many, run!) 

Strangely inadequate defensive advice, 
especially for a 100,000-man army. But 
it fit the pattern of this whole expedition. 
On our way down from Matagalpa, we 
had been left alone by the Sandinistas, 
despite the provocative trail of 
destruction in our wake. 

But Comandante Dumas acted as if 
nothing were unusual. His explanation 
sounded simplistic, maybe dangerously 
optimistic. “They don’t want to fight,” 
he said with a broad grin. “They’re 
completely demoralized.” 

Yet some stories we heard indicated 
there was some truth in this. Several of 
those who joined us along the way told 
of massive desertions from the EPS 
(Sandinista army) and the militia, caused 
by a combination of harsh conditions, 
heavy casualties, frequent nonpayment of 
wages and refusal of leave to visit 
families. 

Yeibin Bermddez, who deserted to the 
FDN from the Sandinistas’ 2523rd 
Battalion in Chontales in May, said 
conscripts were “promised 4,000 
cordobas a month and a monthly pass.” 

At the official exchange rate of the 
Managua government, which is highly 


with the FDN usually was one of guarded 
pleasure. This often turned to genuine 
welcome soon after our arrival as they 
recognized the youth of the freedom 
fighters — obviously too young to have 
been in Somoza’s hated National Guard 
— and realized these dedicated soldiers 
had been poor farmers like themselves. 

The occasional Sandinista prisoner we 
captured along the way also expressed 
surprise. Twenty-two-year-old Ariel 
Torres of the Compania de Seguridad y 
Servicio was typical: “They [the 
Sandinistas] told me you would put my 
eyes out and torture me. They said you 
were the Guardia, mercenaries, rich 
people trying to get your property back. 1 
was amazed when the lads stopped me 
and I saw who they were!” 

Torres now is a newly recruited 
freedom fighter. 

The rainy season was closing in as 
Task Force Pancasan reached the Rama 
highway, one of the few paved roads in 
eastern Nicaragua. The strategically 
important artery connects Managua with 
Bluefields, the major port on the Atlantic 
Coast. Breaking this link would isolate 
the vital coastal facility from the capital. 


TOP: Dumas (right) and his XO Vicente 
watch as State Farm ‘Jorge Vogel’ burns in 
Boaco. At bottom left are the possessions of 
the farm employees, left to fend for 
themselves. 

ABOVE: Dumas’ lieutenant, Comandante 
Chacal, inspects the scene after the 
ambushing of three army trucks on the 
Boaco-to-Sante Fe road. In the background 
is the second truck. Dead Sandinistas have 
had their boots removed — all recoverable 
military gear is stripped from enemy 
corpses. 

It was assumed that any bridges on the 
highway between Managua and Rama 
would be heavily defended, despite 
reports by the ubiquitous comeos that the 
spans were unguarded. 

To our surprise, however, we learned 
that the intelligence passed to 
Comandante Dumas, 35, a former 
Evangelical deacon, was correct. Dumas, 
CO of TF Pancasan, divided his 350 men 
into four columns and deployed them to 
occupy four villages strung out along the 
highway: La Batea, La Gorra, El Cacao 
and Espabel. 

These objectives were secured with 
only minor difficulty, and that was due to 
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inflated, this works out to just over $100 
a month. At the more realistic 
black-market exchange rate, their pay is 
equivalent to $50 or less a month. 

The distinction proved to be academic 
for the Sandinista draftees, however. “In 
two months they never paid me,” Yeibin 
said. “And they didn’t let me off the 
base.” And many draftees don’t stay 
long enough to figure out the difference. 
Of his 98-member induction class, over 
30 deserted within two days, he said. 

A similar story was told by FDN 
recruit Roberto Ramos. He and 60 
comrades deserted en masse from the 
3623rd Battalion in Zelaya one night in 
February. At next morning’s muster, the 
remaining officers had not a single 
trooper left to command. 

The unpopularity and resentment of the 
intensive, often brutal forced recruitment 
by the Sandinistas seems widespread in 
rural areas. It certainly is a boon to the 
FDN’s recruiting efforts. I conducted a 
straw poll of a 100-man FDN column. 
Seventy told me they joined the 
anti-Sandinista rebel movement in order 
to avoid the communist draft. 

The occupation of the four hamlets 
ended on a light note, as Dumas briefly 
turned his attention from the routine 
military tasks to the equally vital 
concientizacion, or propaganda work. 

The Managua-to-Rama bus had been held 
up in Espabel by the arrival of TF 
Pancasan. The apprehensive but bemused 
passengers were herded together to hear 
an impromptu discourse on Nicaraguan 
political history, delivered with gusto by 
Jorvins, Dumas’ articulate radio operator. 

Once they realized that they were not 
about to be shot, the audience appeared 
interested. Jorvins finally ran out of bad 
things to say about the Sandinista 
government. Recognizing me as a 
journalist, several bus passengers came 
up to me with their own litany of 
complaints. 

The most frequently mentioned is the 
pervasive shortage or complete lack of 
basic goods such as sugar and coffee. 
They told of farmers growing huge bean 
crops, only to have their entire harvest 
confiscated by the government officials, 
who issued ration cards to draw beans 
from government-controlled storehouses. 
When the farm families attempted to 
exchange these ration cards for beans, 
they were told they’d have to wait. The 
beans had been shipped off to feed the 
hungry hordes in the cities. 

And even the most poorly educated 
Nicaraguan doesn’t need an economics 
degree to understand that practically their 
entire sugar and coffee crops go to the 
Soviet Union to buy guns. This causes 
further resentment. 

Finally, as darlmess and a light drizzle 
fell softly on Espabel, TF Pancasan 
moved out, melting back into the hills, 
its mission completed. 

The tWo-week return trip north to 


TOP: The Managua-to-Rama bus, detained 
in Espabel. . 

ABOVE: Jorvins harangues the bus 
passengers. 

BELOW: Dumas and his lieutenant, 
Comandante Miguel, in Espabel. 




Matagalpa saw no serious attempt at 
pursuit, just a brief appearance by four 
government Cessna 337 Push-pulls 
making lazy circles overhead. Then there 
was the occasional report brought in by 
correos of an EPS battalion here, a 
militia column there. 

The most interesting Intel was a report 
about an 80-man EPS patrol that had 
been following us northward from the 
Managua-Rama highway. Apparently 
their RPG-7 gunner was trudging along 
with the launcher loaded. An accidental 
discharge resulted in the rather messy 
demise of the unit commander. The 
coireo displayed unmistakable glee when 
he concluded his report with the news 
that the patrol was last seen heading back 
south, the RPG-7 gunner disarmed and in 
handcuffs. 

As we continued toward the 
Nicaragua-Honduras border, still in 
western Zelaya, the correos brought 
Dumas a request for negotiations from a 
small independent armed resistance group 
operating in the area. They were anxious 
to unite with the FDN. ' 

Continued on page 108 
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SOF AFGHANISTAN 


AFGHAN 

AMBUSH 


Yank Medic Lives 
to Tell the Tale 


by John H. Moughan 
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In August 1985, John Moughan traveled 
to Afghanistan as part of a medical team 
sponsored by the Portland, Oregon-based 
Committee for a Free Afghanistan (CFA). 
His journey began months earlier when he 
answered an ad in a Washington, D,C,, 
newspaper, placed by the International 
Medical Corps (IMC) which sought medical 
personnel who would be willing to travel 
into war-torn Afghanistan. 

Moughan *s application was accepted. 
Just before his departure, however, the 
State Department intervened. They were 
willing to give the IMC a grant to establish 
medical facilities in Pakistan — with the 
proviso that no more teams would be sent 
into Afghanistan. By this time, Moughan 
and the two newsmen — a reporter and a 
photographer—from the Arizona Republic 
who would accompany him had ^eady 
made the necessary CFA and mujahideen 
connections to get in-country. 

— The Editors 


I was in Afghanistan as part of a medical 
team to provide health care in the mujahi- 
deen-controlled, non-Soviet areas around 


Kandahar. We spent a few weeks m Paki¬ 
stan preparing the mission, and several 
additional weeks of disjointed travel 
through Afghanistan setting up and working 
clinics in the meager villages ^ong the way. 
When we reached the Kandahar area we 
surveyed the possibilities of a permanent 
site, but as usual the Afghans’ prior plan¬ 
ning was both chaotic and grandiose. After 
a month of patching a clinic together I was 
ready to rotate out, and since the two Amer¬ 
ican journalists had to leave to meet dead¬ 
lines, I decided to accompany them. 

Around 1700 on 19 September, the three 
of us along with 15 muj crammed into the 
cargo area of our ride out — a Dodge four- 
wheel drive — in the typical “load it till it 
screams’ ’ Afghan method of transportation. 
With assorted AK barrels and magazines, 
and Afghan elbows and knees jammed into 

Continued on page 92 


medic 

John Moughan told SOF he went into 
Afghanistan to help the mujahideen 
“fight those bastards, and to see if I 
could still cut it.” He came through on 
both counts. 

His last .encounter with war was in 
Vietnam where he served as a Marine 
platoon and company conunander in 
1969-70. He’s since risen to the rank of 
major in the Marine Corps Reserve, re¬ 
ceived his master’s degree in interna¬ 
tional affairs, trained as an emergency 
medical technici^, and presently works 
as a registered nurse in Florida. 
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^ 1 TE do what we can with what 

W we have” is the slogan of the 
Guaternalan armed forces. And while 
they may not have much, it appears to 
have been enough to* reduce the 
simmering communist insurrection from 
a serious threat in the early 1980s to 
little more than a nuisance today. This 
stands as a remarkable achievement by 
itself, but it’s even more startling 
considering that the Guatemalan armed 
forces have done it all virtually alone: 
No military aid came from the United 
States nor any other government. 

The principal factors for the 
Guatemalan army’s success are 
standard military fare — solid 
intelligence, exquisite operations 
planning, aggressive patrolling, hot 
pursuit of the enemy upon contact, 
bold special operations, smart psyops, 
continuous civic action and, most 
important, active popular support 
effectively mobilized into civil defense. 

Although the guerrillas are not as 
strong now as during the early 1980s, 
Guatemalan soldiers still encounter 
them in the rough country in the north. 
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T he Guatemalan military has honed 
its counterinsurgency skills during 
years of experience, quelling a number 
of rebellions since the early 1960s. But 
the army’s no-nonsense approach to 
fighting communism has drawn criticism 
from many American politicians and 
human rights activists. In 1977, 
President Jimmy Carter, who made a 
one-sided vision of human rights the 
governing principle of his foreign policy, 
cut all American military assistance to 
Guatemala when it failed to meet his 
standards for an acceptable human 
rights program. 

LEFT: Guatemalan trooper pauses 
during a patrol in northern Guatemala. 

BELOW: Guatemalan marines patrol 
the Passion River near the Mexican 
border. 

BOTTOM: Guatemalan troops pause in 
a village during a routine patrol. 
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A fter 1977 the Guatemalan 
government turned to other arms 
suppliers to fiU the American void. 

Since the early 1970s Guatemala has 
purchased military hardware from Israel 
(Galil assault rifles, UZl submachine 
guns, AP-30 rifle-launched grenades, 
Soltam 60mm commando mortars, 
RBY-MKl armored vehicles and Dabur 
patrol boats); Belgium (FN MAG 
machine guns); Taiwan (57rhm 
recoilless rifles); Portugal (88mm 
recoilless rifles); Italy (Beretta 
submachine guns); Yugoslavia (105mm 
howitzers); and Spain (60mm HE 
mortar rounds). American arms 
delivered before 1977 still fill 
Guatemalan arsenals — Ml Carbines 
and Garands, M79 grenade launchers, 
60mm and 81mm mortars, .50-caliber 
machine guns, 3.5-inch bazookas and 
Ml 13 armored personnel carriers. 

The Guatemalan armed forces also 
took steps toward greater material 
self-sufficiency after the cutoff of U.S. 
military aid Today they manufacture 
their own small-arms ammunition, 
armored vehicles, uniforms, knapsacks, 
web gear and boots. 

LEFT: Guatemalan officer fires an M79 
at guerrillas during a brief firefight in 
Peten Province. 

BELOW: Troopies look unconcerned 
about the guerrilla threat as they cross 
a jungle stream. 

BOTTOM: Guatemalan civil defense in 
Peten Province: the best-armed carry 
old Mauser bolt-action rifles. 
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T he loss of military support from 
Washington was more an 
inconvenience than a serious problem. 
During the 1960s and 1970s Marxist 
guerrillas in Guatemala were generally 
ill-armed and poorly organized. That 
changed in the early 1980s, though. At 
the beginning of this decade the 
Guatemalan military had to pull out all 
the stops to stave off a serious 
communist push for power. 

In 1981, according to Guatemalan 
military sources, as many as 6,000 
guerrillas, inspired and armed by Fidel 
Castro and his Sandinista cronies, 
roamed this mountainous jungle 
country. The guerrillas frequently 
threatened Guatemala City, engaging in 
shootouts with government troops 
within the country’s capital city. 

RIGHT: Fallen trees are often the only 
way for soldiers to cross deep rivers. 

BELOW: Government troops enjoy a 
good rapport with campesinos in 
Peten. 

BOTTOM: In jungle-choked Peten 
Province, rivers often make the best 
roads. 
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G uatemalan soldiers often found 
themselves facing an enemy 
ironically armed with American Ml 6s, 
AR-15s, M60s and M79s, many of 
which had serial numbers indicating 
capture by communist forces in the 
Vietnam War, But despite being 
hampered by severe shortages of 
trucks, ammunition, communications 
equipment and helicopters (Guatemalan 
air force officers told me that they have 
only three UH-1 Hueys currently 
functioning dye to an embargo on 
spare parts imposed by the United 
States), the Guatemalan army — which 
has grown from 25,000 men in 1981 to 
40,000 today — has fought tenaciously 
and effectively. Government 
infantrymen prowl the jungle and scale 
volcanoes chasing the Gs in their own 
back yard. 

The modest Guatemalan air force has 
helped make life tough for the Gs with 
Swiss-made PC-7 trainer prop-planes 
outfitted with 2.75-inch HE rockets, 
Israeli-made Arava transport planes 
converted into makeshift gunships, 
American-made A-37 Dragonfly jet 
bombers and a handful of Hueys 
mouiited with MAGs and M60Ds, But 
the situation became so serious in the 
early 1980s that civilian pilots were 
called upon to fly their light aircraft on 
combat sorties. 

“We would fire Galils and drop 
grenades out the door,” recalled a pilot 
who is a member of Guatemala’s air 


Guatemala’s counterinsurgency battle 
was tilted in favor of the government 
during the early 1980s by Guatemala’s 
military intelligence. In 1980, 
Guatemala’s four guerrilla factions — 
the Rebel Armed Forces (FAR), the 
Armed People’s Revolutionary 
Organization (ORPA), the Guerrilla 
Army of the Poor (EGP) and the 
Guatemalan Worker’s Party (PGT) — 
quit squabbling and joined together in 
the Guatemalan National Revolutionary 
Union (URNG). Guatemalan 
intelligence reported that Fidel Castro 
had demanded their unification as a 
condition for increased arms shipments. 
The URNG was preparing a nationwide 
offensive on the scale of the failed 
“Final Offensive” of their Marxist 
brothers-in-arms in neighboring El 
Salvador who had come uncomfortably 
close to seizing power in January of 
that year. 


Routine patrols sometimes turn to 
tragedy when troops run into mines. 
This Guatemalan officer is cared for by 

his men as he awaits a medevac. 

% 
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H owever, unlike in EI Salvador, 
the Guatemalan security forces 
were tipped off about guerrilla plans by 
a well-handled network of informants. 
Using leads, hunches, tough 
interrogation and informed deduction, 
the security forces discovered and 
destroyed dozens of rebel safe houses, 
explosives factories and clinics in the 
capital as well as in other major cities, 
according to Guatemalan intelligence 
sources. Large caches of guerrilla 
weapons, medicines, radios, web gear 
and other military equipment were 
captured after bloody rebel resistance. 

Galil-toting trooper leads his squad 
through the jungle as they near the end 
of a patrol. 



GUERRILLA 

RUNAROUND 

Guatemala’s vast northern depart¬ 
ment of Peten is a tourist’s paradise. It 
has beautiful lakes, exotic wildlife and 
virgin jungle, and the ruins of the most 
spectacular city of the long-lost empire 
of the Maya at Tikal. However, life for 
the peasants who live there isn’t always 
so placid; the communist guerrillas see 
to that 

“Four years ago in El Josefino the 
subversives killed my cousin Juan Car¬ 
los and another man in front of the 
whole village,” said Mariano Calderon 
last 8 December at the military detach¬ 
ment in El Subin. “They shot them 
publicly and dumped their bodies 
along the road like animals because 
my cousin and the other man did not 
want communism. The subversives 
made an example of them. The people 
were silent with fear. If they protested, 
they might have been killed, too.” 

The guerrillas make no bones about 
killing campesinos. On 1 August 1984 
Guatemalan marines operating near 
the Usumacinta River, which forms 
part of the Mexican border, captured 
guerrilla leaflets that stated: GUERRIL¬ 
LA ORDER: BEGINNING THIS 
DATE IT IS PROHIBITED TO ENTER 
THE JUNGLE TO PICK SHATE [a 
leaf used for perfume and decoration], 


FORAGE OR ANY OTHER ACTIV¬ 
ITY. THE CIVILIANS WHO ARE 
FOUND IN IT WILL BE EXECUTED 
IMMEDIATELY. EVERY CIVILIAN IN 
THE JUNGLE WILL BE CONSID¬ 
ERED AN ENEMY OF OUR PEOPLE 
AND COLLABORATOR OF THE 
ARMY DEFENDER OF THE BIG 
RICH REPRESSIVE NATIONALS 
AND FOREIGNERS. REBEL ARMED 
FORCES ^ F.A.R. — Peten 26 July 
1985. 

The guerrillas have turned to issuing 
death threats to counter the campesi¬ 
nos’ collaboration with the army. 

“The subversives came one time in 
June while we were clearing our corn¬ 
field and wanted us to drop our 
machetes and join them,” said a light¬ 
skinned, wispy-bearded campesino at 
an agricultural cooperative in the 
Peten village of Mario Mendez. “We 
said that we couldn’t and they got very 
angry. They scolded us. They said that 
they had two casualties because the 
civilians are telling the army where 
they are. One shouted, ‘Because of the 
civilians we are losing this war.’ Of 
course. We don’t want those hijos de 
puta. We want to work and the army 
protects us so that we can.” 

The list of guerrilla atrocities in 
Guatemala is long but rarely reported 
by international news organizations. 
Stories of government human rights 
violations have abounded in the West¬ 


ern media. The Guatemalan military 
insists it is the victim of a communist 
disinformation campaign that blames 
guerrilla barbarities on the army. 

One recent incident that gives cre¬ 
dence to the army’s case occurred last 
25 May in the remote village of El 
Tumbo on the sleepy banks of the Pas¬ 
sion River in the jungle of western 
Pet^n. On that stormy night guerrillas 
forced about half of El Tumbo’s 200 or 
so inhabitants to begin a march of 
several days through inhospitable 
jungle and violent rainstorms to Mex¬ 
ico where international relief workers 
and Mexican authorities accepted 
them as refugees fleeing government 
persecution in their homeland. 

Today, H Tumbo is a ghost village of 
decaying bamboo huts being swallowed 
by the jungle overgrowth. The remain¬ 
der of its inhabitants — those who hid 
from the guerrillas—have moved sever¬ 
al klicks downstream to a larger village 
called Canaan where they believe they 
will have more security. 

On the morning of 7 December 
1985, some two dozen former inhabi¬ 
tants of El Tumbo gathered in front of a 
squalid wooden shack in Canaan and 
told of that stormy night last May when 
the guerrillas split up their families for 
the long march. I have changed their 
names, honoring their wishes for 
anonymity to protect them and their 
families from reprisals. 


52 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JUNE 66 





S AID a high-ranking officer who 
commanded many of the 
anti-terrorist operations in Guatemala 
City: “In 1981, from June to August or 
September, we detected and destroyed 
45 terrorist safe houses in Guatemala 
City. Almost all were located in the 
more luxurious zones which shows you 
how the communists lie when they talk 
of fighting for the poor. In one house, a 
Belgian priest was killed with the 
terrorists while he was firing an Ml 6 at 
our units. In another, the terrorists killed 
an American representative of the 
Ginsa tire factory whom they were 
holding for ransom for $10 million as 
we tried to rescue him. We captured 
piles of weapons, enough to arm at 
least 1,500 terrorists — 75mm recoilless 

Continued on page 100 


ABOVE RIGHT: Troopers negotiate the 
rugged terrain of Guatemala’s back 
country day after day. 

RIGHT: Troops fire an Israeli-made 
60mm mortar at guerrilla troops. 



“It was something sad for our vil¬ 
lage,” said Ricardo Fernandez, the 
lanky commissioner of El Tumbo. 
“The guerrillas demanded that the 
people abandon the village and join 
them. But who wanted to leave their 
warm homes when it was raining hard? 
The guerrillas said the army was com¬ 
ing to massacre everyone. But it was a 
big lie to frighten the people to go with 
them. Why am I going to believe that 
the army is going to kill us if we didn’t 
do anything? The army was in El Tum¬ 
bo a week before and it treated us very 
well. But what could the people do? 
They had no weapons to defend them¬ 
selves, They had to obey.” 

“Women and children and old peo¬ 
ple were taken on a terrible walk of a 
week through the jungle to Mexico,” 
continued Commissioner Fernandez. 
“Even pregnant women were taken. 
The young men were forced to go to 
guerrilla encampments in Guatemala 
to become combatants. They think 
that the army killed those who stayed 
because the guerrillas tell them this lie. 
I talked to a woman who saw the peo¬ 
ple of El Tumbo in Mexico and she said 
that they asked her if some of us were 
still alive.” 

According to the old campesino’s 
tabulations, the Gs took 109 of El 
Tumbo’s 209 villagers. Only three are 
known to have escaped. Pepe Prieto 
was one. 


“I didn’t want to go, but they took 
me by force,” said the skinny 16-year- 
old boy. “They also took my grandpar¬ 
ents and aunt. It was very sad. They 
forced us to say goodbye the next day. 
We were crying. They took my grand¬ 
parents and aunt to Mexico. They sent 
me to their encampments with 25 
other boys and men because we were 
of fighting age. There were a lot of 
guerrillas, about 200. They trained us 
how to use weapons and crawl. But we 
did not want to be guerrillas. We 
wanted to go home. But the guerrillas 
would threaten us, saying, ‘He who 
goes, we kill him.’ ” 

Pepe suffered guerrilla intimidation, 
miserable jungle living and bad diet for 
23 days before escaping. 

Another young man, Felipe, con¬ 
tinued the story: “They took us by 
pure deception. They said, ‘Let’s go. 
We’ll save your life because the army is 
coming to kill those who stay.’ They 
said that the army discovered their en¬ 
campments nearby and that because 
there were some of their collaborators 
in the population, the whole village 
had to pay. I couldn’t believe it. The 
army treated us well just a few days 
earlier. The guerrillas gave the people 
fear and deceived us. They promised 
us a better life in Mexico. What barbar¬ 
ity! The women, children and old men 
they took there are now in refugee 
camps without hope. And we 28 men 


who were not very old or very young 
were taken to waste away in their en¬ 
campments in the jungle. We didn’t 
want to go, but they said that we had 
good bodies to be combatants. The life 
was bad [with the guerrillas]. They 
would give us only two tamales a day 
and not let us talk to each other. They 
would make us read propaganda from 
Nicaragua. We were very unhappy. 
Those who had family members in 
Mexico asked when they could see 
them and the guerrillas would say, 
‘When we triumph, when all of Guate¬ 
mala is liberated.’ That day will never 
come. The people don’t want them. It 
made me glad to escape. The others 
would escape, too, if they could. But 
they are afraid of reprisals.” 

The former inhabitants of El Tumbo 
are desperate to have their loved ones 
returned to them. Yet, they say, no 
refugee relief organization has tried to 
reunite them with their families. 

On 7 December 1986 I crossed the 
Usumacinta River into Mexico in 
search of people from El Tumbo. 
However, Guatemalans living on the 
Mexican banks north of Benemerito de 
las Americas told me relief agencies 
had moved them a few months before 
to the city of Palenque several hundred 
kilometers inside Mexico. I returned to 
Guatemala at nightfall. 

Amnesty International, where are 
you? 
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( never knew the desert 
could be so cold as I 
rocked with the motion of 
the T-72, rolling along the 
base of the 

dawn-illuminated ridge just 
to our right. Next to me 
the battalion commander 
— his intense face barely 
illuminated by the red 
flashlight he was training 
on the map draped across 
the open hatch cover — 
issued an a\mos\ 
continuous stream of 
orders and Instructions 
into his mike. 

With no headset 1 was 
completely cut off from 
what was immediately 
going on, but I was aware 
of two things. The three 
battalions of the American 
battle group were cut off 
and surrounded in the 
place the troops called the 
Valley of Death, and the 
“Soviet Army, U.S.A.” was 
on the attack. The 
battalion I was riding with 
— a long line of BMPs 
and T-72s stretching into 
the darkness behind me 
— was the third arm of 
the three-pronged attack 
that was going to roll over 
the Americans and 
destroy them completely. 
Textbook Soviet tactics. 

I’d seen the plan at the 
1700 briefing given 
yesterday by the “Soviet” 
commander in chief. The 
American commander had 
managed to get himself 
completely surrounded, 
and the might'of the 
attacking Soviet Motorized 
Rifle Regiment, the 32nd 
Guards, would close the 
noose. They would jump 
off at 0645, striking 
simultaneously across the 
desert from the north, 
south and west, bypassing 
the American forward 
positions and scouts 
located to the east. I 
would ride with the 
western force which would 
move Into attack position 
at 0430. C-in-C, Soviet 
forces, smiled slightly as 
he explained that the 
Americans, expecting a 
dawn attack, were in for a 
bit of a surprise. 


SOF UNIT REPORT 


SOVIE 
ARMY, 
U.S.A. 

Realism — from uniforms 
to weapons to tactics — is 
stressed in the OPFOR 
regiment. Troops spend 
two weeks in the OPFOR 
Academy learning the 
Soviet way of war. 


“At 1900 our 
dismounted Infantry will 
begin hitting them,” he 
said. “We will hit them all 
night long. Perhaps there 
won’t be anything to 
attack in the morning.” His 
hunter’s smile grew even 
larger at the thought. 

And hit them they did. 

At the 0200 preattack 
briefing, the commanding 
officer of the combined 
Soviet forces told us they 
had been chewing away 
at the Americans with 
great success. Recon 
patrols had probed the 
enemy’s defenses, found 
the weak spots, and in 
small-unit actions 
throughout the night had 
chipped away at the 
perimeter. A TOW here, a 
tank, an APC, a truck 
there ... chew up a 
company, decimate a 


Text & Photos by Warren Jorgensen 



MARCHING ON 

Other than his aversion to tanks, Warren Jorgensen 
enjoys the military scene. After four years as a Marine 
Corps grunt, he turned his talents to free-lance writing 
and photography. He’s covered the action in the Middle 
East, Central America and Northern Ireland—traveling 
in with the first British troops headed for Londonderry— 
for a number of International publications. We welcome 
his first submission to SOF. 
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squad, destroy a mortar 
emplacement or a 
machine gun pit Attack, 
attack, attack — ail night 
long. The Americans had 
been under almost 
constant seige all along 
their line for nearly 11 
hours when the tank 
attack jumped off, 

I could sense rather 
than see the battalion 
behind me as they went 
into attack formation on 
The Shelf, the flat plain 

OPFOR uses a variety of 
vehicles — both Warsaw 
Pact and visually modified 
U.S. armor — to replicate a 
standard Soviet motorized 
infantry regiment. 


that overlooked the valley 
where the Americans 
waited. Dust and a low 
overcast celling limited 
visibility, and the solid wall 
of smoke that loomed up 
in front of us was going to 
cut It down even further. 
Something thumped my 
steel pot; the battalion 
commander was waving 
his gas mask at me. I 


ripped mine out of the bag 
on my leg and got it on as 
we pushed into the gas, 
our speed unabated. The 
attack was on! 

When we rolled into the 
gas my visibility inside the 
mask was cut to zero. I 
couldn’t see my hand In 


front of my face but I 
could tell from the 
movement of the tank that 
we were maneuvering. 
How? What the hell could 
the commanders see? 
What about the other 
tanks in our formation? Or 
the American tanks? 
Nobody could see shit in 
this, and yet I heard 
cannon and machine gun 
fire from all around me, 
including the tank I was 
riding on. We even picked 
up speed, for God’s sake! 

Now, I have the line 
company grunt’s Innate 
distrust of tanks (“You do 
two things with a tank, 
boy! You either ride it 



home or you kill it, but you 
don’t fight from itl”) and 
that distrust was very real 
right now. God, I thought, 
please make it so they 
didn’t build tank traps. The 
thought of having this 
behemoth roll over on me 
put a knot In my gut as 
big as your fist. Then we 
were out of the gas and 
we picked up even more 
speed. The battalion 
commander rattled off a 
burst from the machine 
gun, and as hot brass 
banged aii over the hull I 
could see a light begin to 
blink in the distance. As 
my visibility improved in 
the dim light, I picked out 
a dozen or more blinking 
lights. Theirs, or ours? 


Both. Victims of the firing I 
had listened to in the 
smoke. Suddenly we 
ground to a halt. 

“Goddamn! 

Sonofabitch! Shit!’’ I didn’t 
need a lesson plan to tell 
me the battalion 
commander was pissed. 
He grabbed his map and 
unplugged his headset. As 
another tank rolled up 
next to us he pulled 
himself out of the hatch, 
jumped across and roared 
off to join the battalion as 
It raced for the valley to 
the north. 

I looked over my 
shoulder at the blinking 
yellow light. “No shit,’’ I 
said to the desert. We 
were dead. I banged my 
pot down on the hull. 
Getting shot is a real pain 
in the ass. 

I could hear the battle 
raging off to the north and 
east, well inside what had 
been the American 
perimeter. Within an hour 


it was all over. Disabled 
and dead tanks, APCs, 
BMPs and trucks littered 
the desert floor, blocked 
roads and canted at odd 
angles in the wadis and 
on the ridges. 

Who had won or lost 
this battle was beside the 
point. Another American 
unit had been thrown up 
against the Army’s 
OPFOR (Opposing Force) 
comprised of 


C-in-C, Soviet forces, 
Lieutenant Colonel William 
Janes, debriefs American 
Blue Force officers after the 
battle. 
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pseudo-Soviet forces and 
armor — and Soviet 
tactics right out of their 
FMs — on the sands of 
the Mojave Desert, Fort 
Irwin, California. The only 
thing missing was the 
blood. 

They’re cocky bastards, 
these “Soviets.” You can 
see It on parade, around 
the base and in the field, 
and in the way they wear 
their black berets sporting 
the Soviet Star and their 
olive drab uniforms with 
the Soviet shoulder-board 
rank insignia. A whole 
slew of American units 
have found out just how 
good they are when they 






Blue Force 155mm 
self-propelled howitzers in 
action at Fort Irwin. A 
four-day live fire exercise 
using air and ground 
support forces precedes 
the OPFOR/Blue Force 
clash. 

Soviet T-72s on display. 
NCO’s collar patch and 
beret denote membership 
in the Military intelligence 
Unconventional Warfare 
Unit. 



UNCLE IVAN IS US 

War games, maneuvers, mock battles — for centu¬ 
ries military leaders have used these training devices to 
prepare their troops for combat. With few exceptions, 
however, the strategies and tactics they employed have 
been their own rather than their potential enemy’s. This 
Inevitably led to the worst-case scenario of expending 
troops and equipment on the battlefield in order to learn 
their opponent’s capabilities. 

There’s little doubt the Warsaw Pact powers will be 
our opponent should another major conflict occur, and 
our entire defense doctrine is based upon that premise. 
How can we best prepare our troops for that possibility? 
Simple. Create our own pseudo-Soviet adversary, train 
him with Soviet doctrine, arm and equip him with Soviet 
gear, and pit him against our own regular Army forces. 

Since 1981, the U.S. Army’s OPFOR (Opposing 
Force) has pulled combat training out of the realm of the 
mundane and thrust it into the harsh reality of the 1980s 
first-strike scenario. Stationed at the Army’s National 
Training Center (NTC) at Fort Irwin, Calif., the 32nd 
Guards Motorized Rifle Regiment hammers and strikes, 
thrusts and parries, and generally fields all the dirty little 
tricks against units in training that Uncle Ivan Is likely to 
employ. 

32nd Guards, comprising the 1/73rd Armor and 6/ 
31 St Infantry battalions along with two attached Army or 
Marine infantry companies, is organized directly along 
the lines of a regular Warsaw Pact motorized infantry 
regiment and is the only OPFOR in existence in the 
Army. 

Regiment strength numbers around 1,500 officers 
and men, all of whom attend the two-week OPFOR 
Academy located at Fort Irwin before taking to the field. 
During this training, potential “Soviets” are drilled In 
Warsaw Pact strategy, tactics and doctrine as well as 
safety, desert survival skills (Fort Irwin lies in the arid 
Mojave Desert) and the operation of the types of vehi¬ 
cles — both Soviet and modified American—they’ll be 
using in the field. Attached troops used to supplement 
regiment strength, as well as gain exposure to the 
Soviet way of doing things, receive three days of intense 
safety, survival and doctrinal training before joining their 
comrades. 

Along with appropriate uniforms, visually modified 
(VISMOD) U.S. Army vehicles are used to replicate the 
Warsaw Pact war machine American troops are likely to 
encounter on the battlefield. Uncle Sam’s M551 Sher¬ 
idan, with a fiber glass face-lift here and there, becomes 
the Soviet T-72 MBT, BMP APC, 122mm self-propelled 
howitzer or ZSU-23-4 self-propelled anti-aircraft gun. 
M882 light trucks, with similar modification, become the 
Soviet BRDM-2 surface-to-air missile carrier, recon¬ 
naissance vehicle or anti-tank missile carrier. 

Of the 170-plus vehicles in the regiment’s armory, 
many are of the actual Warsaw Pact brand. Charlie 
Company, 203rd Military Intelligence Battalion^ JEprt. 
Irwin, has the responsibility for maintaining these, and 
all of the other Soviet equipment — small arms and 
chemical munitions obtained from igpr’s Midnight 
Surplus Supply. - ^ 
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come to Fort Irwin to train 
against the ComBloc 
tactics these make-believe 
Soviets run against them. 

They are the 32nd 
Guards Motorized Rifle 
Regiment made up of the 
100-percent American 1st 
Battalion, 73rd Armor, and 
the 6th Battalion, 31st 
Infantry. These troops 
have a mission, they 
believe in it and 
themselves, and it shows. 
As Lieutenant Colonel 
John Schneeberger, CO 
of the infantry arrh, 
proudly said, “We are as 
good as, if not better than, 
the average Soviet 
motorizeci rifle regiment.” 


They should be. 

OPFOR spends 310 days 
per year playing Soviet In 
the field, going up against 
American units sent here 
from all over the country 
to gain firsthand 
knowledge of what they 
might face If the Soviets 
break but at Fulda Gap or 
on the sands of the 
Middle East. Tactics of the 
regiment are right out of 
captured and constantly 
updated Soviet and 
ComBloc manuals. Their 
armor and vehicles can be 
actual captured Soviet 
models, but more often 
than not, they are visually 
mocjified American 
vehicles, closely 
conforming to the real 
thing. 


Training on both sides 
is intense, involving 
20-day cycles of 18- to 
24-hour-per-day 
operations which include 
two days of pre-positloned 
equipment issue (much 
like troops deploying to 
Europe would encounter), 
four days of live fire 
exercises, 10 days of 
OPFOR encounter, and 
four days of cleahup and 
equipment turn-in. During 
the OPFOR segment, unit 
commanders are faced 
with ail of the problems 
they are likely to 
encounter on the 
battlefield — supply, 
maintenance, casualty 
evacuation and 
replacement — without 
bits of bodies and copious 
quantities of blood 
splattering the 
countryside. It’s as close 


to the real thing as you’re 
going to get. 

OPFOR’s program has 
been in operation since 
1981, and has left 
countless chewed-up — 
but much wiser — Army 
unit commanders and 
troops in its wake. But just 
as each unit improves in 
performance from the first 
to the last day of each 
cycle, battalions that have 
been through the grinder 
once start off their second 
trips with higher 
performance and 
proficiency levels. 

That’s what this 
program is all about, and 
the 32nd Guards 
Motorized Rifle Regiment 
— Soviet Army, U.S.A. — 
is there to make sure it 
works. 


LASER BATTLEFIELD 


For too many years Army field training went some¬ 
thing like this: “Bang, Bang ... you’re dead.” There was 
simply no way to simulate anything close to actual com¬ 
bat conditions. Unit commanders knew It and, even 
worse, so did the troops. Long hours of hammering in 
the basics of cover and concealment, fire and move¬ 
ment, and combat shooting all seemed to fall by the way 
when the grunts knewthat it was really all make-believe. 

No more. 

Sitting in the heart of Fort Irwin, Calif., the Army’s 
National Training Center, is the “Brain Box” located in 
the “Star Wars” building. This $70 million B-Model 
MILES (Multiple Integrated Laser Engagement System) 
computer forms the heart of the new era of realistic 
combat training. Its 40 communication channels con¬ 
tinually track the baittle raging between the Soviet-styled 
OPFOR (Opposing Force) and Blue Forces (regular 
Army units sent to NTC for training), recording every¬ 
thing from hits and misses between tank-killing systems 
to tactical radio communications. 

In a nutshell, here’s how MILES works at NTC when 
OPFOR and Blue lock horns. 

Each soldier is equipped with silicon detectors fas¬ 
tened to both his LBE and helmet, and each vehicle has 
detectors which are mounted on belts on the front, rear 
and sides. Weapons are fitted with laser transmitters in 
the infrared range, and when a blank is fired, the laser 
fires. 

If it’s an infantryman versus infantryman engage¬ 
ment, the detection system senses a hit or near miss 
based upon the proximity of the laser “shot.” If it’s a near 
miss, an intermittent buzzerlike tone sounds from an 
alarm worn next to the soldier’s left ear telling him it’s 
time to shag ass and take cover. If it’s on target, the 
alarm emits a continuous tone indicating that he’s now 
kaput. Only by removing the yellow key from his weapon 
and inserting it into a special slot on his harness can he 
stop the tone. His weapon is now disabled, and the 


unlucky trooper will begin the normal casualty evacua¬ 
tion chain to the rear (he can later be recycled back into 
the war as a replacement, but only after a controller or 
medical officer “reactivates” him with a green key). 

Vehicle kills work on the same principle. The system 
has been programmed so that it takes a tank-killing 
weapon to kill a tank. An M60 machine gun will not stop 
a T-72, but a 122mm SP howitzer used in the direct-fire 
mode (as the Soviets often employ them) will stop an 
M60 MBT dead in its tracks. But there are shades of 
gray with which both attackers and defenders have to 
contend. The vehicle detectors can distinguish between 
a near miss, a hit or a kill. A luckless L^W gunner may 
have to make two or three shots to get a kill while the the 
T-72 TC Is busily hosing his position with machine gun 
fire. If the gunner gets his shot in and scores a kill, an 
alarm sounds In the vehicle, a strobe light comes on, 
and the gun systems are disabled. 

All of these signals run through one of the 44 solar- 
powered relay stations located throughout Fort Irwin, 
and are then sent to a mountain-top computer site 
where locations are triangulated. Other data—types of 
weapons and numbers of rounds fired and at what time, 
and what vehicles were involved—is recorded, and this 
Information is then transmitted to the Brain Box for 
analysis. 

But since computers don’t tell the whole story, eight 
mobile units cover the battle, videotaping the action and 
recording tactical racfio traffic. 

After the dust and smoke have cleared, specially 
equipped vans reach the battlefield within three hours 
bearing all the data and tapes for the After Action Re¬ 
view — the post-mortem conducted by NTC’s combat 
trainers centered not on who won or lost, but rather on 
how things might have been done differently or better. 
Unit commanders can immediately see, hear — and 
realize — their mistakes, and make adjustments for the 
next phase of NTC’s training cycle. 
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SOF SOUTH AMERICA 


COLOMBIA 

SITREP 

A Guerrilla Warfare Scorecard 

by Ralph Johnson 



M orales was just what the M-19 fac¬ 
tion of the Colombian insurgent 
movement needed. The unsuspecting town 
looked like an easy nut to crack and its 
capture would give the guerrillas more than 
just a new store of food and supplies from 
the agricultural warehouse. M-19 also 
hoped for a badly needed psychological vic¬ 
tory in order to show the citizens in this rich 
agricultural area that the army and police 
were powerless to keep them safe. The town 
of Morales would indeed be an easy, confi¬ 
dence-building target. 

Some 500 insurgents proceeded toward 
Morales in the pre-dawn darkness of 3 
February 1986. The main column infiltrated 
the streets at first light while two smaller 
units ringed the town as security. 


An armored car approaches the main 
entrance to the Palace of Justice. Photo: La 
Semana 

The guerrillas struck hard and enjoyed 
early success. Then they blew the door off 
the agricultural warehouse. The mayor’s 
office was captured and local offices of 
Telecom, the national phone company, 
were occupied so the guerrillas could 
announce their success. Next to the mayor’s 
office, the town archives were blazing from 
fires set by the insurgents in their attempt to 
destroy criminal records, records of land 
ownership and certificates of birth and 
death. 

Two police officers rushed to respond to 
the commotion and were shot dead in the 


streets; the rest barricaded themselves in the 
old police station behind the thick adobe 
walls and iron bars. The insurgents, armed 
with small arms (AKs and G3s), heavy 
machine guns, mortars and RPG-7 rocket 
launchers, did their best to dislodge the 
cops, but the policemen had a good field of 
fire — and their radio still worked. 

The first government units arrived on the 
scene faster than anyone expected. Soldiers 
from the Counterinsurgency Rifle Battalion 
of the 3rd Infantry Brigade rushed into town 
itching to avenge the deaths of four of their 
members killed in an ambush 16 hours ear¬ 
lier. The unit was initially supported by 
helicopter gunships, and later by Urtu APCs 
and Cascavel armored cars. 

The guerrillas withdrew to regroup at Los 
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Olivares, a nearby town straddling the Pan- 
American Highway, but the soldiers stuck 
to them, maintaining contact while again 
calling in helicopter gunships. Armored 
cars and troops encircled the Gs nearest to 
them, killing 25, As the remainder of the 
insurgent force fled, T-37 fighters (the Co¬ 
lombian version of the A-37 Dragonfly) be¬ 
gan their runs. 

What had seemed to the communists to be 
an easy victory turned into a costly defeat. 
When the day was through the insurgents 
had lost 70 KIA, the government forces 
three, including the two policemen in 
Morales. 

The incident described above is not iso¬ 
lated. Rather, it is going on all over Colom¬ 
bia. The guerrillas are stepping up their 
depredations and indications are that things 
could get worse. At least two factors are 
combining to make the coming months dif¬ 
ficult for this South American nation. 

First is politics. The current conservative 
party government of President Belisario Be- 
tancur is conservative in name only. Betan- 
cur has angered many of his countrymen 
with his lukewarm response to the call for a 
firm stand against communism: instead of 
holding the line, he signed a so-called peace 
treaty with the major communist guerrilla 
front. But that may not last because elec¬ 
tions are scheduled for March of 1986 and 
by law Betancur can’t succeed himself. He 
is nothing but an unpopular lame duck. 

Secondly, the communist insurgency is 
growing more intense. Using the “peace 
treaty” as a shield against government in¬ 
terference in the areas which it controls, the 
largest guerrilla unit, FARC (Fuerzas 
Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia), 
has armed itself to the teeth, resupplied, 
equipped and recruited thousands of new 
fighters. But other insurgent movements 
have refused to sign the peace treaty and are 
continuing to fight. 

In the southern provinces of Cauca and 
Valle de Cauca, the various insurgent 
movements who have not agreed to the trea¬ 
ty have, at the instigation of the M-19 fac¬ 
tion, formed the “Coordinated National 
Guerrillas,” whereby they hope to unite 
militarily and seize the southern zone. They 
would then pronounce the territory a ‘ ‘liber¬ 
ated zone” independent from Colombian 
central authority and seek help and military 
assistance from the rest of the communist 
world. 

The Coordinated National Guerrillas 
have been joined in southern Colombia by 
troops from other South American and Cen¬ 
tral American countries. Proving that the 
Latin American insurgent movement truly 
knows no borders, the newly formed group 
has troops from Peru’s “Tumpac- 
Amarau,” Equador’s “Alfaro Vive,” a 
Bolivian group, communists from Panama, 
El Salvadoran guerrillas, and, of course, 
Nicaraguan Sandinistas. This group has 
been brought together by the Colombian 
M-19 faction and has taken the name of 
“Battalion America,” numbering about 
500 combatants. 


TOP: Revolutionary chic: These women 
played terrorist once too often and were 
killed with their comrades at the Palace of 
Justice. Photo: Captured from guerrillas 

ABOVE: Failed ambush: Guerrillas pay the 
price after an attack on a military convoy. 
Photo: Anon 

Why this mixed bag of communist guer¬ 
rillas have come together for joint action at 
this time and place is curious. Members of 
these insurgent units have trouble agreeing 
even among themselves, let alone unifying 
under one command. The thinking among 
Colombian militaiy intelligence officials is 
that they have combined to show strength 
through revolutionary solidarity. They 
think that the time is right for dramatic ac¬ 
tion in southern Colombia which, if suc¬ 
cessful, can be used as a base from which to 
topple the rest of Latin America. 

Meanwhile, FARC is using the peace 
treaty to its advantage, knowing that the free 
ride is going to come to an end after the 
elections. Captured documents show that 
they have a preparatory phase, during which 
they intend to plan operations against pre¬ 
selected targets, hijack aircraft to use in 
resupply and support roles (some 16 private 
aircraft of all kinds have been hijacked in 
the last three months), and train intensively 
in specialty areas needed to conduct large- 
scale offensive operations, i.e., medics, 
snipers, communications, etc. The second 


phase calls for strikes against preselected 
targets. 

FARC’s 1986 plans call for prolonging 
the truce, unifying the various guerrilla fac¬ 
tions under FARC command and for pro¬ 
testing, as loudly and with as much media 
attention as possible, supposed human 
rights violations by the Colombian armed 
forces. 

One indication that FARC is feeling 
stronger is that it is now operating in units of 
100 or more — company size — where 
previous colunms were composed primarily 
of smaller units of 20 to 30. 

Colombia’s political and military prob¬ 
lems are compounded by its recent econom¬ 
ic woes. Development of rich petroleum 
reserves in the Arauca region, containing 
perhaps as much oil as Venezuela’s rich 
fields, has been stopped due to harassment 
of seismic crews and guerrilla demands for 
protection money. Further, a trans- 
Colombia oil pipeline project has been 
stalled due to rumors of government nation¬ 
alization of petroleum production and guer¬ 
rilla depredation. The ELN (National Liber¬ 
ation Army) guerrilla group also recently 
blew the existing oil pipeline and a nearby 
bridge, probably with dynamite that they 
seized from a seismic party two weeks be¬ 
fore the blast. 

Against the communist insurgency stand 
the Colombian armed forces (Fuerzas 
Armadas de Colombia), or FAC, a tough. 
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disciplined force. Commanded by officers 
of exceptional caliber, the troops will stand 
their ground and fight. They prefer to be on 
the attack, although many are needed for 
security duty, a task common in guerrilla 
warfare. 

Among its other troop units FAC has 
three independent airborne battalions and a 
Lancero (Lancer) battalion, with training 
and skills roughly equivalent to U.S. Army 
Rangers. Like the Rangers, Lancero gradu¬ 
ates are also posted to infantry and other 
units where their training serves them well. 
Many officers and NCOs have been to the 
U.S. Army’s School of the Americas in the 
Canal Zone to receive various courses in 
small-unit tactics, guerrilla warfare and 
jungle skills. 

The military has grown increasingly frus¬ 
trated with Betancur’s “peace treaty.” 
There have been twice as many casualties, 
both military and civilian, during the 18 
months of the treaty than there were in the 
18 months preceding the pact. No matter 
who wins the elections the military is likely 
to be allowed to resume their operations 
against the insurgent base areas. 

Although Betancur has cut the FAC 
budget in half, the military and national 
police have nonetheless scored some im¬ 
pressive successes. One of the biggest 
blows to the M-19 movement came in Octo¬ 
ber 1985 when the army caught up with Ivan 
Marino, founder of the M-19 movement. 

Marino had been living in a house on a 
tranquil hillside in a respectable neighbor¬ 
hood in Cali, a southern city of over 1 mil¬ 


TOP: General Vargas Villegas directs the 
final assault on the Palace of Justice. Photo: 
La Semana 

ABOVE: Jose Fedor Rey: “The Monster of 
the Andes.” Photo: Anon 



Young EPL guerrillas: Teenagers are often 
susceptible to communist propaganda. 
Photo: Ralph Johnson 



lion people. From this house he directed the 
terrorist activities of his group until military 
intelligence units located Marino and sur¬ 
rounded the house. Marino and another M- 
19 leader, Gerado Ospina, refused to sur¬ 
render and died in the assault that followed. 
In the house, government troops found 
dozens of weapons, among them Ml Car¬ 
bines, HK9ls, FNFALs,M14s, .38-caliber 
pistols and RPG-7 rockets. 

With the strengthening of the communist 
insurgents and the recent close cooperation 
of many different Central and South Amer¬ 
ican communist insurgent groups inside 
Colombia the question arises: Why Colom¬ 
bia? Why is this particular nation so impor¬ 
tant to the communists? And why now? 

Colombia is in a strategic position. It is, 
in fact, the key to conununist penetration of 
the South American continent. Colombia 
has two coasts, one on the Caribbean and 
one on the Pacific Ocean, and is in a posi¬ 
tion to cut off the Panama Canal from either 
side. Colombia has borders with five other 
Latin American republics: Panama, Peru, 
Equador, Venezuela and Brazil. These 
frontiers are lightly guarded and logistic 
trails are already in formation. 

The position of the United States toward 
Colombia has been one of providing a little 
help. Colombian military sources reveal 
that many of the arms now being received 
from the United States are of World War 11 
vintage, and government troops are out¬ 
gunned by the guerrillas’ AKs and G3s. 

Many Americans — both in and out of 
government — tend to view Colombia as a 
country which dumps drugs — primarily 
cocaine and marijuana — into the United 
States, and they resent aid to people whom 
they consider to be drug traffickers. In fact, 
the drug traffic is often controlled by the 
conununist guerrilla movements. Drug rev¬ 
enues, together with kidnaping and extor¬ 
tion, are used by the insurgent movements 
to finance their armed struggle. Independ¬ 
ent producers exist, but they are required to 
pay the insurgents off in cash, drugs or 
arms. 

SOF has seen documents from the FARC 
command encouraging their field com¬ 
manders to push more drugs “regardless of 
the consequences” to finance pending op¬ 
erations and political activities. With that 
kind of muscle behind the drug barons in 
Colombia, Washington cannot realistically 
expect to plug all the holes through which 
drugs flow into the United States. Rather, 
they have to confront the problem at its root 
— the Colombian drug lords. 

In order to fight the two-headed specter of 
conununism and the drug trade, the Colom¬ 
bian military needs conununications gear, 
helicopters and assistance with civic action 
projects. Colombia is a strategic nation and 
she is in trouble. 

The United States can’t allow the situa¬ 
tion to deteriorate into a communist takeo¬ 
ver, nor should that ever happen as long as 
the United States follows a coherent foreign 

Continued on page 88 
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ABOVE: Colombian soldier wearing typical spotted camouflage carries a G3 while on 
guard duty. BELOW: EPL guerrillas mount a propaganda campaign in a rural 
village. Photos: Ralph Johnson 



REVOLUTION 
WITHOUT BORDERS 

The operation showed a boldness not 
often seen in a Third World revolution. 
On 6 November 1985, 35 M-19 Marxist 
guerrillas posing as police officers drove 
up to the Palace of Justice in Bogota, 
Colombia, and captured the building and 
most of the members of the Supreme 
Court. 

In a backlash brought on by President 
Betancur’s soft line on communist ter¬ 
rorism, the army refused to compromise 
with the M-19 attackers. The assault be¬ 
gan and for six and a half hours havoc 
reigned. When it was over, 115 people 
had died in the flames and bullets that 
engulfed the Palace of Justice. All the 
M-19 guerrillas involved in the attack 
were killed. 'J 

How did this relatively recent addition 
to the Colombian communist line-up 
manage to stage such a bold attack? The 
United States leveled a charge of Sandi- 
nista complicity during a special assem¬ 
bly of the Organization of American 
States held four weeks later in Car¬ 
tagena, Colombia, when U.S. Secretary 
of State George Shultz accused the 
Nicaraguan government of having close 
ties with M"I9. Not surprisingly, the 
Sandinistas vehemently denied the 
charge. 

The Colombian press was not exactly 
sympathetic to Sandinista claims of in¬ 
nocence, however. El Tiempo and El 
Espectador, Bogota’s two influential 
daily newspapers, hit the newsstands 
with reports that Nicaragua’s Sandinis¬ 
tas had indeed been involved. Citing an 
unnamed source, El Tiempo reported 
that a clandestine commando team en¬ 
tered Colombia from Nicaragua with 
Colombian passports two weeks before 
the assault. Holing up in a house in 
southern Bogota (address: 8-42, 6th 
Avenue), the Sandinistas proceeded to 
set up a training camp for M-19, accord¬ 
ing to El Tiempo. T^e newspaper also 
reported that the attack was patterned 
after the August 1978 attack led by Eden 
Pastora on the National Palace in Mana¬ 
gua, Nicaragua. 

Despite denials by the Sandinistas, 
evidence of their involvement mounted 
as the weeks passed. The press pub¬ 
lished details about the identity of the 
guerrillas as well as the code names of 
five Sandinistas who aDegedJy took part 
in the plot to take the Palace of Justice. 

Physical evidence surfaced in the 
form of weapons. Arms used in the 
attack were traced to several sources, 
including a shipment supplied to the 
Sandinistas by former Venezuelan Presi¬ 
dent Carlos Andres Perez to aid the 
Marxists in their battle to overthrow 
Somoza. Reports indicate that 20 of the 


40 weapons captured after the attack 
could be traced to Nicaragua. 

During the aftermath of the attack, 
Colombian officials arrested two guer¬ 
rillas in the town of Medellin. Rafael 
Ernesto Cardenas Lopez, a Sandinista, 
and Sandra Perez, a Colombian, had 
handled communications for the guerril¬ 
las during the assault and, according to 
reports, codes and frequencies through 
which the guerrillas communicated with 
Cuba and Nicaragua were found in the 
house. 

M-19 certainly didn’t intend to solidi¬ 
fy the government ranks in opposition to 


their cause, but that’s basically what 
happened. Before the attack. President 
Betancur had asked for adherence to the 
Contadora call for an end to U.S* in¬ 
volvement in Nicaragua. Not all of his 
cabinet members were as trusting of 
Sandinista intentions and the assault on 
the Palace of Justice did little to change 
their minds. Perhaps Nicaraguan in¬ 
volvement in the attack proved what the 
Reagan administration — and the Sandi¬ 
nistas — has been saying all along. The 
communists in Nicaragua do have a rev¬ 
olution without borders. 
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SOF WEAPONS 


A114 

Rebirth of an American Classic 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 




N ot all dinosaurs are extinct. One thunder lizard, the U.S. 

M14 rifle, lives on in the clouded memories of some 
Vietnam veterans and in the hands of many high-power 
shooters. By all criteria, it’s a “man’s rifle,’* but its most 
vaunted characteristics doomed it to failure as a modem infantry 
rifle. 

The M14’s origins lie with its justly famous predecessor, the 
Ml Garand. While the Ml Garand served with distinction 
beyond that of any other World War II infantry rifle, by 1944 
its shortcomings were obvious. It was too heavy, its eight-round 
en bloc clip was less than satisfactory and there was no 
selective-fire capability. Experiments to correct these 
deficiencies resulted in the Springfield Armory T20 series which 
was supposed to employ a 20-round magazine compatible with 
the Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR). Remington also prepared 
several prototypes based on the Ml Garand: the T22 series, the 
T23 and the T27. All were unsatisfactory. While Frankford 
Arsenal was developing a new cartridge, the T65, Earle 
Harvey, Colonel Rene R. Studler’s protege at Springfield, was 
designing the 7-pound T25 which did not hold up under 
sustained fiill-auto fire. This was followed by the T47, which in 
turn was replaced by the T44 and adopted as the M14 on 1 May 
1957. 

The M14’s production history is filled with intrigue, deceit, 
incompetence and calamity. Exploring it would fill several 
novels. Suffice to say that in addition to Springfield Armory, 

Semiautomatic-only M14s are currently being sold in the United 
States at prices attractive to collectors and shooters alike. 


64 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JUNE 86 




three companies were awarded production contracts out of the 
42 firms that entered bid proposals in March 1961. Production 
ceased on 30 June 1964. Deliveries were as follows: Springfield 
Armory, 167,000; Harrington & Richardson Inc., 537,582; 
Thompson Ramo Wooldridge <TRW), 319,163; and Olin 
Mathieson Chemical Corp. (Winchester), 356,501. Unit cost 
ranged from $69.75 to $85 each. Phased out of the Vietnam 
War by what some bitterly still refer to as the “mouse gun” 

(Ml6), Ml4s soon found their way into the hands of our allies. 

Israel, at that time desperate for weapons, received a 
significant quantity of M14s. But with Galil production 
well-established, the IDF no longer has much need for M14s or 
M16s, although it is still used in its most successful fonn, thq 
M21 sniper rifle. A large number of these M14s have been 
imported by Armscorp of America for sale in kit form minus 
the receivers since selective-fire receivers cannot be sold to the 
public in the United States. Suggested retail price for a kit, less 
receiver, is $249.95. Each kit comes from a single rifle, and 
most of the components appear to be virtually new. 

It’s conmionly held that TRW M14s are the best. Not so. 
Early difficulties aside, all rifles accepted by the U.S. Army 
from any of the four producers conform to MilSpec. But if you 
insist on a TRW kit, it will cost you a modest $10 extra. 

A semiautomatic-only receiver is also available from 
Armscorp. Manufactured by Smith Enterprises in Mesa, 

Arizona, this investment casting from 8620 steel has been 
mill-finished to attract the traditionalist. The receiver is marked 
“U.S. RIFLE, 7.62-MM M-14, SMITH ENT.” with the serial 
number. Some of the tool marks have been left unpolished to 
simulate the exact appearance of original M14 receivers. The 
Smith receiver has been heat treated by case hardening to a 
depth of .012-.017-inch (with an average depth of .015-inch) to 
achieve a hardness of 53-58 Rockwell C scale, front to back, an 
important factor since the elevation serrations sometimes wear 
severely on other Ml 4/Ml A receivers. 

Smith’s receiver is MilSpec in the areas where it needs to be. 
In other places it has been modified and improved. These 
receivers are random magnetic particle inspected and x-rayed at 
the foundry. Finish is by the zinc phosphate method. Suggested 
retail price for this receiver is $299.95 with purchase of a parts 
kit ($319.95 separately). Parts kits are available for immediate 
delivery, but there is currently a 12-14-week back order on 
receivers. 

Let’s take a close look at the M14’s method of operation 
before we discuss its salient features and how well these kits 
perform when assembled on a receiver. After the trigger is 
squeezed to rotate the hammer forward and drive the firing 
pin to ignite the cartridge primer, the bullet moves up the 
bore and a portion of the propellant gases passes through the 
vent drilled into the bottom of the barrel. The gases move 
past a cutoff valve, which can be rotated for grenade 
launching, and through a hole in the piston. 

The piston’s hollow interior fills with gas and the piston is 
forced rearward, driving the operating rod and bolt with it 
when enough pressure has developed to overcome the forces 
represented by friction and the recoil spring. Once the piston 
starts rearward its port and the barrel’s gas vent are no 
longer in alignment and no further gas can enter the system, 
escaping instead to the atmosphere via an exhaust hole in the 
gas cylinder after the piston has moved backward 1.5 inches. 
Like the M60 GPMG, this system supposedly requires no gas 
regulator. In theory the pressure required to move the 
operating rod and bolt will automatically increase until it is 
sufficient to counter the forces of inertia. In the jungles of 
Vietnam it didn’t always work that way. 

The operating rod goes through Vs-inch of free travel to 
permit chamber pressures to drop to a safe level before a hump 
on the op rod’s cam slot forces the bolt roller upward. This 
motion disengages the bolt’s two locking lugs from the 
receiver’s locking recesses. This rotation to the left provides the 
primary extraction required to loosen and unseat the empty case 
from the chamber. As the bolt moves back, the empty case is 



TOP: M14A1 muzzle compensator fits over flash suppressor and 
reduces felt recoil and muzzle climb. 


ABOVE: M15 grenade launcher sight. 

extracted and held to the bolt face by the extractor claw. As 
soon as the case is completely withdrawn from the chamber, the 
ejector drives the “bump’’-type ejector rod forward to throw the 
case out of the rifle to the right. Ejection is not as violent as in 
the Kalashnikov series and cases form a neat pile 3 to 4 feet 
from the muzzle. The op rod’s hump also assists the ejection 
process to a small degree. The compressed recoil spring drives 
the bolt forward to strip a round from the magazine and 
chamber it. When set for semiautomatic fire the trigger must be 
released and pressed again to fire another shot. 

Powered by a gas system first developed for the White 
semiautomatic rifle of 1929, this portion of the M14 consists of 
five major components. A knurled plug is threaded to the front 
of the gas cylinder and must be removed with a combination 
tool. A little more than Sl/i inches in length, the piston has a 
P^-inch solid shaft and P^-inch hollow cylinder with seven gas 
grooves around its external circumference and a single gas port. 
The gas cylinder itself is held in place by a lock piece threaded 
to the barrel. A slot-headed spindle valve attached to the gas 
cylinder must be rotated with the combo tool so its slot is 
parallel to the barrel, shutting off gas flow to the piston, for 
launching grenades with the M64 blank cartridge. 

The gas system lies under the barrel, which is 22 inches long 
with chromed chamber and bore. There are four grooves with a 
right-hand twist of one turn in 12 inches. Threaded to the 
receiver at the chamber end, barrel threads at the muzzle retain 
the efficient 3-inch flash suppressor. With five elongated slots 
on the sides and top, the flash suppressor body also contains a 
bayonet lug and the front sight assembly. A knurled and 
notched nut retains this assembly on the barrel and requires a 
so-called “capstan” wrench to install or remove. An alien-head 
jam nut prevents the capstan nut from backing off. 

The operating rod, recoil spring, guide rod and bolt are 
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patterned in general after the Ml Garand. While the recoil 
spring and guide rod still travel in the op rod’s hollow interior, 
the guide rod is held to the receiver by a simple pin connector 
lock while that of the Garand is attached to the en bloc clip’s 
follower and spring assembly. A roller has also been added to 
the M14’s right locking lug. 

The sighting system on this rifle is a great classic in the 
American military tradition, although a bit complicated for 
most. Patterned after the Ml Garand, the blade front sight has 
open protective ears and can be adjusted for windage zero by 
sliding the assembly in its dovetail after the alien-head set screw 
has been loosened. The drum-type rear sight has a peep 
aperture. Its elevation knob, on the left side, is adjustable from 
zero to 72 very audible clicks. Eight to 12 clicks should get you 
on the paper at 100 meters. Match shooters like to get this 
down to six clicks by milling down the front sight blade 10 to 
15 thousandths (maintaining the forward angle). The rear sight 
aperture can be adjusted from zero to 16 clicks to the right or 
left of the center index line by rotating the windage knob on the 
right side. You can minimize wear on these components with a 
light coating of PARR All Weather Weapons Lube (PARR Inc., 
Dept. SOF, 18400 Syracuse Ave., Cleveland, OH 44110) on 
the knob serrations. 

One click of elevation or windage will move the bullet’s 
strike approximately 0.7 centimeters at a range of 25 meters. To 
compute the distance that one click will move the bullet’s strike 
at a given range, divide the range (in meters) by 25 meters and 
multiply by 0.7 centimeters. U.S, Army doctrine during the 
M14’s era prescribed a battlesight zero of 250 meters. This can 
be obtained by zeroing the rifle at 25 meters since the trajectory 
will provide a point of impact at that distance which matches 
the point of impact at a range of 250 meters. 

After the battlesight zero has Been obtained, the rear sight 
must be calibrated. Turn the elevation knob forward until it 
reaches the lowest setting and count the number of clicks 
required to do this. Loosen the set screw in the center of the 
elevation knob with the combo tool until the knob can again be 
rotated forward. Rotate the elevation knob forward until the 
250-meler index line (the long line between the numbers 2 and 
4 on the knob) is aligned with the receiver’s index line. This is 

The M14’s M2 bipod is a sturdy and useful accessory that clamps 
onto the gas cylinder and cylinder lock. Unfortunately, it’s a bit too 
heavy. 



M14 development borrowed heavily from its famous ancestor, the 
Ml Garand. 


missing on the Smith receiver, so turn the knob until the 
250-meter mark is upper dead center. Turn it forward the exact 
number of clicks required to achieve the 250-meter battlesight 
zero. Tighten the center screw. Rack the rear sight out to its 
highest elevation setting and tighten the center screw again. 

Turn the elevation knob back down to its lowest setting. Turn 
back up the number of clicks required to reach the battlesight 
zero and the 250-meter line should be exactly upper dead 
center. 

A clip guide is mounted directly in front of the rear sight 
assembly. By this means, the magazine can be loaded in place 
with five-round stripper clips. The bolt’s hold-open release lever 
is located directly below the clip guide on the left side of the 
receiver. 

In order to send bullets downrange to zero the rifle, you 
must, of course, pull the trigger first. As with some of its other 
parts, the M14’s trigger mechanism was lifted right out of the 
Ml Garand. Its major components are a hammer with two 
hooks, a trigger with an extension that is the main sear, and a 
spring-loaded secondary sear directly behind. When the hammer 
is cocked, it is held back by the main sear. When the trigger is 
pulled, the main sear moves forward off its notch on the 
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TOP: Blank-firing attachment and breech shield. 

ABOVE: M14 combination tool, cleaning rod and chamber brush. 

hammer and the hammer rotates up and forward, driven by its 
coil spring. When the bolt moves back andjolls the hammer 
down, it’s caught by the secondary sear. 

In semiautomatic fire, when the trigger is released, the 
secondary sear moves back out of engagement with the 
hammer. As the hammer starts forward after the trigger has 
been released, it is caught once more by the main sear and held 
until the trigger is pulled again. In full auto the hammer is also 
held by the secondary sear, but rotation of the eccentric selector 
shaft to the “A” position moves the connector assembly 
rearward into contact with the operating rod and the sear release 
to the rear into contact with the secondary sear, causing it to 
release the hammer and fire a round every time the bolt closes 
until the trigger is released. The safety is mounted in the front 
portion of the trigger guard; again, just like the Garand. Push 
forward to disengage. When engaged it blocks the main sear 
and prevents the trigger from being pulled rearward. 

The trigger pull is of the two-stage type preferred by the U.S. 
military. After drawing up the slack, pull weight on the 
specimen sent to SOF for test and evaluation was a crisp and 
consistent 5 pounds. The trigger mechanism was unaltered in 
any way from MilSpec. 

Attached to the trigger housing by a roll pin, the magazine 
catch release lever must be pressed forward to remove the 
magazine. Loaded magazines should be tilted forward and 
rolled back when inserted into the magazine well. Vaguely 
based on that of the BAR, the 20-round staggered-column box 
magazine is a decided step forward in reliability. Ml4 
magazines were fabricated by a number of different 
subcontractors. Their mark will always be found at the back of 
the magazine’s body near the bottom. As they are all MilSpec, 
none are preferable to any other, but beware of unmarked 

Continued on page 98 


SEMIAUTOMATIC M14 
SPECIFICATIONS , 

Caliber,.. .. 

.7.62x51mm NATO (.308 Win.) ' 

Operation .... 

upon operating rod. Locking by 
means of rotaiy two-lug bolt (with 


roller on right lug). Fire from the 


closed-bolt position. 

Feed ... .. 

...,»20 ;round detachable staggered box-type 


■;L^'niagazii!ev-rii'! 

Weight, empty 


Length, overall 


Barrel........ 

one turn in 12 inches. Chrome-lined 
bore and chamber. 

Barrel length. . 


Sights .. . 

. K .. . Blade-type front with protective ears; 
adjustable for windage zero. Ml 
Gar^d-type rear with peep aperture; 
adjustable for elevation and windage; 
each audible click moves the strike of 
the bullet 2.8 centimeters at 100 


meters^-.. 

Firiisii:,:,. 


Furniture. . ,.. 

., . Walnut or fiber glass stock with plastic 


handguard. : 

Acce^ries ... 

tor, winter trigger and safety, blank- 
firing attachment and breech shield 
M76 grenade launcher and Ml5 gre¬ 
nade launcher sight. M6 bayonet and 
M8Ai scabbard, combination tool 
and rod, cleaning equipment web 

.sling. ^ 

Prices ,*. .j ... 

.... Paris set only, $249[95; Smith receiver 
with purchase of paits set,^ $299.95 
;($ 319 . 95 if purchased separately) r 
Complete rifle (asserribled) , $674.95 
with used stock, $744.95 with new 
walnut stock. 

Manufacturers . 

_ Harrington & Richardson, U.S. Govt. 

Springfield Armory; Thompson 
R^o Wpoldridge, Winchester and 
Smith Enterprises. 

DistributDr . „ . . 

... , Armscorp of America, Dept. SOF, 9162 . 
Brookville Road, Silver Spring, MD 
20910. 
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Descending during combat jump at Sunchon: 3,290 troops jumped from 80 C-119 aircraft. 

INTO KOREA 

Journalist Jumps for Combat Copy 

Text & Photos by Howard Sochurek 


M ACARTHUR was on a roll. By 10 
September 1950 North Korean 
forces had cornered the Americans and 
the South Koreans, but by 15 September, 
the recently appointed supreme 
commander of American forces in Korea 
had turned the tables by launching a 
counterattack that eventually drove the 
communist Koreans to the Yalu River. 

By the middle of October this brilliant 
series of long runs had brought South 
Korean and American forces to the gates 
of Pyongyang. Mac Arthur ransacked his 
tactical arsenal for anything which might 


increase his speed of advance, finding 
one more weapon: airborne troops. 

Soldiers from the 187th Regimental 
Combat Team had been called from 
training at Fort Bragg to jump on Kimpo 
airstrip in Seoul. But the Inchon landing 
and subsequent taking of Seoul moved so 
quickly that they never accomplished 
their original mission. 

I joined the unit on Thursday, 12 
October 1950, at their bivouac area just 
off Kimpo airstrip. I wondered what kind 
of troops these airborne soldiers were. I 
quickly found out. 


Most of the companies were formed 
around a core of combat veterans; the 
rest of the ranks were filled out with 17- 
to 20-year-olds. For the most part they 
had joined the airborne for the badge, for 
the boots and for the extra bucks. They 
were cocky and they were sure ... but 
they had seen nothing of war. 

If I was going to play the game with 
these airborne soldiers, I had to learn the 
rules. So it was off to a jump school for 
nonjumpers. There I met another man in 
nonairbome shoes, Captain Reuel 
“Stony” Stallones, a doctor from 
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Lindsay, California. Both of us had been 
thrown into an unfamiliar situation which 
we both disliked, so it was only natural 
that a strong friendship grew. 

One day, while Stony treated me for 
an infected foot, we talked about how 
unnatural it was for a man to throw 
himself from an airplane a thousand feet 
above the ground; everything in the 
human will opposed it. We speculated on 
how foolish we had been to volunteer for 
this mission. We also swore that if we 
accomplished it once we would never do 
it again. 

Misgivings aside, there was a good 
reason for both of us to be here. Stony 
was referred to by his medical aid men as 
“ground gripper” and it was necessary 


for him, being a part of a jump outfit, to 
become a jumper. My reason was 
different, I had arrived late to this war 
and, in my opinion, there was only one 
good story left and this was it. I had to 
become a part of it and jumping was the 
only way to do it. Little did 1 know of 
the events to follow. 

Together we went through jump school 
and talked of medicine and journalism, 
passing the evenings over a treasured 
copy of Time magazine, probably the 
only one in all of Korea. 

On Thursday at 0800 hours, 19 
October, Colonel Frank S. Bowen, 
regimental commander of the 187th 
Regimental Combat Team called all 
attached journalists into his command 


Russian anti-aircraft gun near drop zone 
with remnants of U.S, Air Force 
single-engine spotter plane in background. 
Some Russian soldiers and officers were 
known to be advisers to North Korean 
forces in Pyongyang. 













post. He told us that he had received 
orders the night before to jump off Friday 
morning into two separate drop zones. 

He was sending the 1st and 3rd 
Battalions into the town of Sukchon and 
the 2nd Battalion into the town of 
Sunchon. He defined his mission as 
fourfold: one, to block the escape routes 
of the Pyongyang army; two, to prevent 
reinforcements for that army; three, to 
assist I Corps in the capture of 
Pyongyang; and four, to assist in the 
liberation of any American POWs. 

We were going to jump 35 miles north 
of Pyongyang and approximately 100 
miles south of the Manchurian border. If 
the Pyongyang battle went well Col. 
Bowen expected a link-up within a matter 
of days; if not, we would be left 
surrounded by the enemy until a link-up 
could be effected. 

I asked Col. Bowen if there were any 
known prisoners in our jump area. He 
said that an Air Force report had given 
the location of a POW train as being just 
south of the city of Sunchon and that if 
we jumped in time we might save the 
unknown number of Americans aboard. 

I should have had some clue of the fun 
we were in for from Col. Bowen’s last 
words as he dismissed us: “You’re going 
to get your boots muddy and spoil the 
shine.” 

I had searched the regiment for a likely 
unit to join on the operation. Through Jim 
Cannon of the Baltimore Sun who made 
the introduction, I found the man I 
wanted to jump with in the person of 
Major Mike Holland of Brooklyn, an 
ex-New York cop and ex-OSS parachutist 
with 59 jumps to his credit. Holland 
struck me as the right kind of guy to be 
next to when the going got rough, so I 
joined his stick for the jump. I would be 
with Charlie Company, 1st Battalion. 


One of the paratroopers returning from the 
tunnel in which he found the remains of 
American POWs also found this 
photograph. It shows Kim 11 Sung (extreme 
right, bottom row) surrounded by his Soviet 
advisers. 

After a bad sleep, at 0300 hours on 
Friday 20 October, I fell out onto the 
company street to report for the last roll 
call. A cold and heavy rain had hit us 
that morning and our mood fit the 
weather perfectly. Captain Dan Melvin, 
Charlie Company commander from 
Portland, Indiana, called the roll and we 
fell into a rough march down the sodden 
strip of mud that passed for a road. It 
was a typical Korean road — at the hint 
of rain a quagmire of knee-deep slime 
oozed from the earth making passage 
almost impossible. Soldiers slipped in 
hidden potholes and came up dripping 
and swearing as we shuffled through the 
newborn swamp toward the airfield. 

An hour had passed before we came 
onto the blacktop which was Kimpo. The 
waiting herds of cargo cows, the Air 
Force C-119s, lined and crossed Kimpo 
airfield as far as the eye could see. After 
an hour’s wait and a cup of coffee — a 
welcome gift from a thoughtful mess 
sergeant who had brought a canteenful 
with him — we were herded to our 
planes. Ours was number 9132 and it 
was to be number 16 over the target area. 

It was announced that poor weather 
would cause a three-hour delay in the 
timetable. The feeling of relaxation and 
ease which crept over everyone at the 
announcement was obvious. It was as if 
we had been given a reprieve. With all of 
this time and temporary freedom, I 
expected some movement from the men, 
but I found them strangely inarticulate or 
unwilling to speak. Most of them 


huddled, some sleeping, beneath the huge 
bellies of the cargo cows. I turned my 
attention to finding a secure place on my 
jump gear for my Japanese aerial camera 
so it would be in a position to shoot 
while in the air between plane and 
ground. I had been warned that the 
opening shock as the chute exploded into 
bloom might cause any loose equipment 
to smash the face of the jumper. I sought 
out a rigger, a corporal wearing a little 
red baseball cap, who checked and 
double-checked my gear and lashed my 
camera to the D-ring of my parachute 
harness. He assured me that all was 
secure, that my parachute had been 
properly packed and that the gear would 
not be catapulted from me while in 
midair. I sat down with my 130 pounds 
of equipment and waited for the takeoff. 

At 1200 hours the rain stopped and the 
scud that hung immediately above us 
started drifting south. We were given the 
word to be ready and at 1220 the planes* 
engines began to whine. The din on the 
airstrip as 80 C-119s checked their 
engines gave some confidence to those of 
us who were soon to experience our first 
combat jump. Shortly after 1230 we left 
the earth, moved westward to the sea, 
then headed north along the coast. I 
looked over toward Maj. Holland who 
was to lead the stick out of the ship. I 
was to be second. 

As we trundled through the skies, I 
asked Maj. Holland what he was thinking 
about. His reply was matter-of-fact. “I’m 
thinking of that ammo we had to leave 
behind so we could get this thing off the 
runway.” 

Within 10 minutes we were flying over 
enemy-held territory. 

Private Robert White of Knoxville, 
Tennessee, a youngster of 17, sat 
immediately across from me. Our plane 
held 42 men, 21 on each side. Private 
White was thinking the things that all of 
us were thinking. He was scared to 
death. He looked it, and when I asked 
him how he felt his only comment was, 

“I got butterflies.” 

Just before 1400 we got the “stand up 
and hook up” from Maj. Holland. I 
noticed a red bulkhead light flash on as I 
hooked my static line and snapped it 
tight. My body became numb, my palms 
moist. At exactly 1400 a green light 
popped on next to the red one and I saw 
Maj. Holland leap from the doorway. I 
followed him without thinking, clutching 
my camera with my left hand, protecting 
my face with my right palm. Seconds 
later the opening shock of the chute 
jarred me. I threw my head back to see if 
my chute was open and functioning, then 
started shooting pictures madly. I heard 
the shouts of frightened Koreans down 
below and the chatter of their machine 
guns, but they were evidently firing 
wildly because in the sector in which I 
landed we encountered no enemy fire. 

Fifty feet above the ground I released 
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and were headed toward Hill 79, the 
spot selected by Col, Bowen for the 
command post that first night. A 
patrol moved out in front of us as we 
pushed forward. Now and then a ^ 
Brightened Korean would creep from 
his hiding place behind a stack of nee 
straw with hands high in thVair?* 
Shamed, whitefac^ and groveling, 

|hey pleaded for their liv^. Few'livedf. 
After all, Mgj..Holland had ^Id fhat^ 
hisi^ys^t^flght Jmt to fij^t.^’ As I ^w 
an unharmed cUBian^c^g for,^his 
life niowed down a ^ 


my camera and {reach^ high on the 
risers of my chute. I thought about 
what ]Maj., Holland had told me — 
relax^ bend slightly at the knees and ,, 
both feet together. In the nexf 
instant 1 found myself breathless and 
^"on the ground. The nearest parachute 
that I could see was 65 feet from^me 
an^l felti^frighteningly alone. \- 

' The boys in the first waves hady ^ v 
already laid down a blivet of fire:at i 
fSod knows.what« .I thr^hed at my/ : 

l^xcjbpi^ ahdji^^ 


jw^aioiM h wauf infltf M 

yiM h» iirdh Wwii 

f*ir 

m Koi^ di«Mir H m 

pminds^ 


alrrxd# iuhet^thi&inwii 
inmiiUi only 

' We hbid 
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and niilMaib^p^ 
niiwmella the mp 
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supervised the digging procedure in my 
best sign language, Bob Vermilion, a 
UPI correspondent who had also jumped 
in with us, hobbled up. Bob had 
seriously injured his ankle when he hit a 
soft area of the drop zone. Experienced 
jumpers claim soft, wet ground causes 
more casualties than firmer earth. We 
talked for a while, shared some cold 
rations and soon were caught in the early 
Korean darkness. 

My foxhole was cold and wet and the 
only protection from the ground was a 
Marine poncho that Life photographer 
Dave Duncan had willed to me before 
leaving Japan. I wrapped it around me 
and sought the security of darkness in my 
gravelike hole. I was cold, I was hungry, 
I was wet with my own perspiration but I 
was on the ground. My boyhood prayers 
of thanksgiving held a new meaning for 
me that night. 

Another drop was scheduled for 
Saturday morning and I decided to 
photograph it. While I was there, I came 
across 2nd Lieutenant Bob Rosado of 
Woodside, Long Island. A piece of 
equipment had crashed his main chute, 
his reserve chute had malfunctioned and 
he had fallen free from an altitude of 
approximately 500 feet. Medics had 
reached him by the time I arrived and on 
checking later I found that he had 
suffered a broken back. Malfunctions of 
this kind are rare; only once in a blue 
moon did both the main chute and the 
auxiliary chute fail. Of the airdropping of 
4,064 men, 90 were listed as jump 
casualties, Rosado being one of the most 
serious of these. 

On Sunday I dropped by the new 
church/command post of Col, Bowen and 
found him perched in the place qsually 
reserved for the altar. As I photographed 
him Lieutenant Colonel William N. 
Rodgers, commander of Task Force 
Rodgers, strolled briskly into the 
command post. He was passing through 
and wanted to pay his regards. The 
link-up of the elements of the airborne 
and the 1st Cavalry Division had been 
carried off. 

Later I rode with Lt. Col. Rodgers to 
the east of Sukchon. As I saw a 
six-mile-long column of tanks from the 
70th Armor Battalion rumble through 
Sukchon I felt that the war was close to 

Continued on page 87 


TOP: All that is left of 75 American POWs 
killed by their captors after their train was 
halted north of DZ. 

LEFT: Howard Sochurek at Kimpo airport 
with camera he used to shoot aerial 
sequence of 187th RCT Operation Hot Drop 
north of Pyongyang, North Korea. 

RIGHT: Corporal Sherman Roach of 
Portland, Oregon, paints a sign over 
portrait of Kim II Sung, communist premier 
of North Korea. 
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SOF LIBYA 


IVAN’S RDF 

Khadafn Stockpiles Soviet Arsenal 


by David Segal 

L IBYA’S Colonel Muammar el Khadaffi 
/is synonymous with international ter¬ 
rorism. But the damage Khadaffi does as a 
terrorist godfather is minor compared to the 
threat posed to Libya’s neighbors by his 
massive conventional military build-up. In¬ 
deed, U.S., Israeli and Egyptian sources 
say that Libya may already be a staging area 
for a planned Soviet intervention force in 
the Middle East. 

“Khadaffi has turned his country into a 


staging area for a large Soviet rapid deploy¬ 
ment force (RDF), which can be used either 
in Africa or the Middle East,’’ an informed, 
high-ranking Egyptian army officer told 
SOF. He agreed to be interviewed on the 
condition that he not be identified. 

There are “definite indications that the 
Soviet Union has an arrangement with 
Libya,” the Egyptian officer said, an 
arrangement in which the Soviets provide 
massive quantities of equipment to Libya on 


the condition that it be made available to 
Soviet or Eastern Bloc forces if needed. He 
added that Libya already has “a significant 
Cuban and East German troop presence.” 

This thesis of pre-positioned Soviet mili¬ 
tary force was reiterated by a highly placed 
Egyptian official in Washington, a civilian 
who also requested anonymity. Remarking 
on Libya’s enormous stockpiles of Soviet- 
made tanks and warplanes, he said Egypt 
doubts ‘ ‘that they are meant for the Libyans. 
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ABOVE: Watching the sky: A Libyan 
MiG-23 Flogger-E moves in close to U.S. 
aircraft off the Libyan coast. Photo: Dept, 
of Defense 

RIGHT: The Soviets have armed Libya with 
top-of-the-line aircraft like this MiG-25 
Foxbat-A fighter. This Libyan aircraft is 
armed with two AA-6 Acrid air-to-air 
missiles. Photo: Dept, of Defense 

We feel that Libya is being used as a staging 
area for the rapid deployment forces of other 
powers/’ He declined to specify who the 
“other powers” might be. 

Egypt’s apprehensions about its westerly 
neighbor are increased by the tacit Soviet 
support of Khadaffi’s terrorist-support ac¬ 
tivities. In 1984, Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak blamed Khadaffi for mining the 
approaches to the Suez Canal. And Khadaf¬ 
fi from the outset was a prime suspect of 
Egyptian intelligence in organizing the 
assassination of President Anwar Sadat in 
1981, 

The worry by Egyptians over a Libyan 
threat isn’t baseless paranoia. The Interna¬ 
tional Institute for Strategic Studies (USS), 
headquartered in London, released figures 
that are enough in themselves to give 
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Egypt’s defense strategists an anxiety 
attack. If Libya’s arms purchases met pro¬ 
jections for 1985, the situation is even 
worse. 

According to the IISS data, released in 
December 1984, Libya has 2,800 main bat¬ 
tle tanks for its 58,000-man army (Israeli 
estimates put this number slightly higher). 
Nearly all of these are Soviet-made, most of 
them the same T-62 and T-72 types that 
serve with Soviet front-line units. This 
armored juggernaut overshadows both in 
quantity and quality Egypt’s estimated 
1,750 tanks, mostly T-54s and T-55s. 

A prime clue to recognizing the existence 
of pre-positioned hardware for a Soviet 
RDF is Libya’s absurdly low man-tank 
ratio. Libya has one tank for every 20 sol¬ 
diers. Given the size of Khadaffi’s army, it 
would be nearly impossible for Libya to 
crew, repair and support the tanks it has. 
Especially when one factors in that tank 
crewmen and mechanics require additional 
manpower and material support for feeding, 
clothing and quarters. 

The Israeli army makes a useful compari¬ 
son, One of its widely recognized character¬ 
istics is its low ratio of support troops to 
combat forces. When fully mobilized, the 
Israelis field about one tank for every 125 
men. In the unlikely event that Libyan 
forces could attain the IDF’s efficiency, 
they would still have to come up with a 
minimum of 305,000 additional soldiers 
and technicians. 

That is a manpower requirement Khadaf- 
fi simply cannot meet. Over half of Libya’s 
largely unskilled population of 3.2 million 
are under the age of 15. Khadaffi already is 
strained to maintain readiness with the 
73,000 men in his combined armed forces. 


Soviet-made Su-22 Fitter-J armed with 
AA-2 Atoll air-to-air missiles. This Libyan 
interceptor was photographed during a U.S. 
Navy training exercise on 18 August 1981. 
Photo: Dept, of Defense 

With about 340,000 men in the militarily 
useful age group of 18-45, and only about 
112,000 in the prime 18- to 25-year-old 
category, Libya would be very hard-put to 
mobilize 150,000 men even during the 
gravest possible emergency. 

Similar figures apply to the Libyan air 
force. With 535 combat aircraft in its 8,500- 
man air force, Libya has 16 airmen for each 
plane, easily the lowest ratio of men to 
equipment in the world. If the Libyans 
could somehow achieve the operational 
efficiency of the U.S. Air Force, they would 
need nearly 77,000 additional airmen to fly 
and maintain those planes. 

It is a simple fact that Libya cannot possi¬ 
bly use all its tanks and warplanes, and 
similar figures apply to armored personnel 
carriers, artillery and other heavy equip¬ 
ment. Thus the key question arises: If Kha¬ 
daffi isn’t using his vast stores of Soviet 
material, is he pre-positioning them for the 
Soviet Union or a ComBloc ally? 

SOF’s Egyptian army source and others 
say this is indeed the case. 

“The fact that Libya serves as a staging 
area for the rapid deployment forces of a 
possible future Soviet operation is, some¬ 
how, the accepted wisdom,” said Israeli 
diplomat Hannah Palti, now based in Jeru¬ 
salem. 

An Israeli army analyst put it another 
way: “It is not so much what Khadaffi will 
do that concerns us, but rather the intentions 
of the Soviet Union. We know that the 


Egyptians are very concerned about Libya’s 
arms build-up, and they have a right to be. I 
would say that, right now, except for their 
manpower advantage and superior combat 
experience, the Egyptians are not in such 
good shape.” 

The Israeli analyst cautioned that Rus¬ 
sia’s use of Libya as a staging area “makes 
sense, but we have no concrete evidence. 
There is nothing substantial we know of, 
such as a formal agreement or understand¬ 
ing, but we are sure that the Soviets’ intent 
in supplying this arsenal of weapons to 
Libya is to use it for such purposes. If it 
weren’t for that, the amount of weapons the 
Libyans are storing would be amusing.” 

He added that a Libyan-based Soviet 
RDF could encounter problems because “a 
lot of the [stored] equipment is not being 
properly maintained, and some of it is 
rusted from disuse.” 

Washington’s assessment of the situation 
is nearly the same as Jerusalem’s. Like the 
Israelis, U.S. government officials are 
aware of Khadaffi’s massive stockpiling of 
Soviet arms and worry that they may be 
pre-positioned for use by Soviet or other 
communist troops. 

In contrast to the Egyptian and Israeli 
views, however, Washington’s assessments 
have an air of wishful thinking about them. 
Khadaffi’s mercurial unreliability as an ally 
is emphasized, and Libya’s shoddy mainte¬ 
nance of stored equipment is cited as if it 
proved that the appearance of a Soviet RDF 
in North Africa is impossible. 

A State Department specialist on Libya 
emphasized this point. “I would be very 
careful of the idea that they are stockpiling 
for the Soviets for any kind of a forward 
basing option,” he said. “Whereas that’s 
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ABOVE: Soviet T-72 MBT clatters down 
the road during a Moscow military parade. 
This tank is imported to many Soviet client 
states, including Libya. Photo: Dept, of 
Defense 

RIGHT: ZU-23 23mm AA guns cover 
Libyan skies in case of an attack by any 
enemy. Soviet soldiers like these are 
assigned to Libya as advisers. Photo: Dept, 
of Defense 

theoretically possible, the Soviets would be 
stupid to count on it because the equipment 
is in such poor shape.” 

It might be careless to rely too heavily on 
that assumption, however. Soviet equip¬ 
ment is built to function under very adverse 
conditions in the hands of unskilled sol¬ 
diers. Most notably, the Soviet army is 
hardly recognized for its own high standards 
of equipment maintenance. 

Another point favoring the success of a 
pre-positioned Soviet force in Libya is an 
abundance of fuel. Although fuel shortages 
often hampered movement in the Libyan 
and Egyptian deserts during World War II 
for RommeLs Afrika Korps and the British 
Eighth Army, Libya is now a major oil 
producer. 

It is in these same deserts that any Libyan 
conflict with Egypt will have to be fought, 
with or without Soviet intervention on Kha- 
daffi’s behalf. The Egyptian army is not 
entirely unprepared for such a contingency. 

According to SOF’s Egyptian army 
source, Egypt constantly maintains the 
equivalent of a reinforced armored division 
in forward positions as a reaction force 
against possible Libyan invasion. There are 
also numerous Egyptian light screening 
forces stationed along the 700-mile Egypt- 
Libya border. This includes a strong block¬ 
ing force at the strategic Halfaya Pass, the 
“Hellfire Pass” of World War II armored 
battle fame. 


“The Egyptians have legitimate con¬ 
cerns, of course, because Khadaffi has 
struck at them before, and they’re right 
there on the border. They have every reason 
to be concerned about the Libyan stockpil¬ 
ing,” said the State Department spokes¬ 
man. 

The real question, the State Department 
official said, is whether Soviet intentions 
toward Egypt are as hostile as Libyan inten¬ 
tions appear to be. The massive accumula¬ 
tion of Soviet equipment in Libya, he said, 


“only makes sense if that equipment is 
being stockpiled for somebody else’s use. 
But Khadaffi’s actions don’t always make 
sense,” 

Unfortunately for the State Department, 
Khadaffi is only half of the equation. The 
other half is the Soviet Union, whose ac¬ 
tions almost always have a purpose. The 
Soviets have invested a lot of time, money 
and effort in Libya’s military build-up. It is 
foolish to think that they have no intention 
of putting that build-up to use. ^ 
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HOWITZERS 



by Major George Nyfeler, 
USA (Ret.) 


M y war in Vietnam really started in 
1963 when I went in with a Special 
Forces A-team, but it didn’t end there. Not 
by a long shot, it didn’t. 

The first conventional American troops 
— elements of the 3rd Marine Division — 
hit the beaches in early 1965, and soldiers 
from the 173rd Airborne Brigade weren’t 
far behind. I was part of the “Herd,” com¬ 
manding officer of Battery B, 3rd Battalion 
(Airborne), 319th Artillery. I didn’t realize 
it then, but I would soon be leading the first 
U.S. artillery helicopter assault in Vietnam 
— the first of many firsts to come. 

After closing into Bien Hoa in May 1965, 
Battery B did what all good field artillery 
units do when they go to work: we dug in, 
improved our position area, and continued 
to accomplish our mission as fire unit of the 
artillery battalion providing direct support 
for the 173rd. We also took care of some of 
those things we had wanted to do on Okina¬ 
wa, but never seemed able to find the time to 
finish. Extra hours were spent in training for 
any additional mission we might be 
assigned —.which included . getting 
ourselves ready for any airmobile or air¬ 
borne operation that might come our way. 

We practiced all manner of 105mm 
howitzer air-transport methods ... as if we 
didn’t already know all about it. Field artil¬ 
lery had been moving guns by chopper for 
years albeit in peacetime maneuvers. 

Butch Williamson, commanding general 
of the 173rd, wanted in the worst way to 
move his guns with his own birds. Butch’s 
problem, though, was that he only had a 
platoon of B-model Hueys to do the job, and 
the best we could do was to drop the 105s’ 
weight down to 4,400 pounds from the nor¬ 
mal 5,000 by removing the front shields — 
a practice prevalent in all airborne artilleiy 
units. 

Now, there was and is no way that a 
B-model Huey will lift 4,400 pounds along 
with a crew of two pilots, crew chief and 
door gunner aboard, but what the general 
wanted, he got. We had to break the gun 
into three pieces, though — the tube, 
wheels and lunette, and the remaining 
skeleton—and this required three Hueys to 
airlift the gun. We also still needed addi¬ 
tional birds for the gun section personnel, 
ammunition and other necessities. Whatev¬ 
er we were going to end up doing, this 
wasn’t it. 

B Battery troops loading 105mm howitzer 
through CH-37’s distinctive clamshell front 
loading doors. 


In considering the alternatives, you have 
to remember that this was 1965 Vietnam; 
there were no Hooks (CH-47 Chinooks) or 
CH-57 Skycranes in-countiy. However, 
eight Blivets were available. 

And what is a Blivet? 

First, remember that the military always 
gives snappy names to its equipment. After 
the troops use it for awhile, things like M3 
submachine guns become Greaseguns, M79 
grenade launchers become Bloopers, and 
Iroquois choppers become Hueys. Well, the 
Sikorsky CH-37 Mojave helicopter — one 
of the first Amiy helicopters that could lift a 
significant weight — was no exception. 

It had two radial reciprocating gasoline 
engines, a single five-blade main rotor, 
front clamshell doors to accommodate 
bulky loads, and a triple-redundant hydrau¬ 
lic system much appreciated by pilots and 
aircrews who often claimed, “Uncle Igor is 
looking out for us!” 

Hooking up a load under this bird re¬ 
quired a big grounding wire or a real person- 
^ disregard for a healthy jolt of static elec¬ 
tricity. All these wonderful characteristics, 
plus the fact that the CH-37 shook, rattled 
and rolled so much that a lOO-percent check 
of all rivets was a 25-hour maintenance in¬ 
spection, earned this bird the unofficial but 
enduring name of Blivet. 

There were eight in-country — two 
assigned to each of the four corps-aviation 
maintenance companies — and when the 
time came, we had six of these to lift our 
guns. We were glad to have them. 

It didn’t take long for our airmobile artil- 
leiy/infantry assault to crank up. My battery 
was given the field artillery tactical mission 
of providing direct fire support (DS) for the 
1st and 2nd battalions (Airborne), 503d In¬ 
fantry, each hauling their own 4.2-inch 
mortar platoon in the field with them. My 
unit was the only fire unit in the airhead, and 
we would be supported on the ground by the 
brigade’s cav troop and a provisional rifle 
company composed of administrative 
types. Normally called “cooks, clerks and 
jerks,” those provisional riflemen proved 
themselves to be a real airborne infantry 
company during the next days. 

And my part in in this first-time-ever 
artilleiy airmobile assault in Vietnam? Air¬ 
head Artilleiy Tactical Commander. 

We had about two days to plan for this 
operation, and I was able to make an aerial 
recon of the landing zone (LZ) and my posi¬ 
tion area. The terrain did nothing to gladden 
the heart of any indirect fire unit command¬ 
er, especially one being airmobiled in. It 
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was like one big pool t^ble—further identi¬ 
fied as a large rice paddy in the middle of the 
dry season — and it was flat, hard and dry , 

I accurately predicted that the biggest 
problem I’d run into would be getting my 
guns put into the LZ at the coordinates on 
which they were supposed to be dropped. 
The problem with field artillery in an LZ— 
with no prime-mover vehicles — is a little 
bit different than that of the infantry: We 
couldn’t simply pick up our rucks and rifles 
and move out smartly to the right location. 
We’d be stuck where we were dropped, and 
would have to recalculate our position to — 
as a division commander said at Normandy 
upon being landed on the wrong beachhead 
— ‘ ‘begin the war from here. ’ ’ That’s if you 
can determine just where “here” is. If field 
artillery doesn’t know where it’s shooting 
firom, it sure as hell won’t know where the 
shells will land — until some shell-shocked 
forward observer or infantryman tells them 
all about it. 

Regardless of what might happen during 
the assault, we took possession of our 
Blivets and started working on a loading 
plan for the guns. Our two options were to 
rig external sling loads, or to open the clam¬ 
shell doors and put the guns inside for the 
flight to the LZ. Considerations were strong 
for both in some respects, and Just as weak 
in others. 

Externally slung pieces would be quicker 
to unload, although trickier to sling and 
transport. They would also reduce the load 
capacity of each chopper due to instability 
during flight. A howitzer swinging from a 


B-Model Huey provided the lift capability 
for the 173rd in 1965, Two and a half tons 
of howitzer was too much to handle, so the 
gun was broken into three parts for aerial 
transport. 






OVER HILL, 

OVER DALE 

Without a doubt, George Nyfeler 
knows his way around the Army, He 
entered active service in 1956, cycled 
troops through basic as a drill sergeant, 
and received his commission in the field 
artillery through OCS at Fort Sill. After 
jump school and a tour in Germany, 
Nyfeler attended the Special Forces 
Officer’s Course and was assigned to 1st 
Group on Okinawa. He led two A-teams 
to Vietnam in 1963-64, and transferred 
to the 173rd for his branch command 
time. He was seriously wounded in late 
1965 and medically retired in 1967. 
Nyfeler currently works as a free-lance 
writer and photographer, is active in the 
pro-gun movement, and is an NRA high- 
power rifle competitor and team coach. 

Author and then-Secretary of Defense 
Robert Strange McNamara. 





Blivet’s belly would also present a big prob¬ 
lem in the ^-too-likely event of a forced 
landing. Internal loads would be safer dur¬ 
ing hook-up and in-flight, permit the max¬ 
imum load to be carried by each chopper 
and give a bit more security to the operation. 
Ours was the first operation of its type, and 
we didn’t want to let Charlie see the surprise 
we had in store for him until we were on the 
ground and minutes away from getting the 
first rounds downrange. The internal load 
plan won out. 

Maybe sometime, somewhere, the Army 
planned an airmobile assault to hit an LZ 


other than at dawn, but it wasn’t this time. 
We were up in the middle’of the night, 
issuing basic small-arms ammo and Cs to 
the troops, checking loads of howitzer 
ammo and fuzes, getting the guns ready for 
pickup by our faithful Blivets, and organiz¬ 
ing the hundred other little tasks that needed 
doing before we went to war. A prime con¬ 
sideration was making sure our fire direc¬ 
tion center (FDC) people — the real nerve 
center of any fire unit — were squared 
away. They required a warm, dry and 
well-lit area in which to work — a small 
command-post tent in this case—while the 


rest of us stayed up to our butts in mud, 
leeches and old C-ration cans of cheese and 
crackers. They also needed dependable 
communications, and since there’s not a lot 
of field-telephone wire in an airhead, that 
meant radios. 

In 1965 all we had were our VRC-9 series 
of vehicle-mounted radios ... so it was off 
with the radio mounts, fabricate a base, 
attach a 24-^olt power source from a 2y4-ton 
fruck, and presto—you have a more-or-less 
man-portable radio system. Since the 

Continued on page 109 










SOF KNIVES 


BUCKMASTER 

Big Blade Busts 

by Bill Bagwell 


B uck has sold a lot of knives over the 
years. And their recent entry into the 
combat/survival arena is yet another indica¬ 
tion of their keen awareness of the pulse of 
the knife-buying public. The new Buck- 
Master has become a marketing and adver¬ 
tising coup. Its design is likely the product 
of an in-depth market research survey, for it 
contains all the eye-catching features and 
gimmicks of the current genre of macho- 
image knives and more. 

The BuckMaster is a “rugged multipur¬ 
pose field knife” and “one that will master 
the toughest wilderness challenge,” 
according to the advertising literature. A lot 
of SOF readers have been requesting a re¬ 
view of Buck’s newest offering, so we 
purchased one from Atlanta Cutlery, Dept. 
SOF, Box 839, Conyers, GA 30207. The 
BuckMaster was subjected to SOF’s stan¬ 
dard round of tests which included cutting 
ability, edge holding, stress resistance and 
shock resistance as well as ergonomics, or 
user compatibility. 

If you like high-tech looks and Rambo 
mystique, this knife is going to catch your 
eye and lighten your wallet to the tune of 
$ 149. First impressions indicate that this is a 
knife that, if nothing else, will be extremely 
strong. Rumor has it that the BuckMaster is 
U.S. Navy SEAL issue, designed to their 
specs. If this is so, and if you just bought 
one, then you and the SEALs are in for quite 
a shock when you get around to putting it 


into service. The flashy looks of the Buck- 
Master and its promotional copy promise 
performance as a tool, but the knife is com¬ 
promised as either tool or weapon. 

Technically speaking, the BuckMaster is 
a hollow-handled knife with a 7*/2-inch clip- 
point blade. The sawtooth-backed blade is 
hollow ground from Vi6-inch-thick stain¬ 
less-steel stock and is 1 inches wide at the 
widest point. The knife measures YlVi inch¬ 
es from the tip of the point to the butt end of 
the handle, which is made from U/i6-inch- 
diameter round steel stock. The handle pro¬ 
vides a storage compartment %-inch in di¬ 
ameter with a usable depth of Vh inches. It 
is attached to the blade with a nut and 


BuckMaster’s macho good looks and 
high-tech sheath have mated with an 
advertising blitz to produce big appeal in 
the paramilitary market. 



Buck’s recent offering to the 
survival/military market proved brittle in 
the torsion test and in the shock test. 


washer arrangement that engages a threaded 
stub of a tang approximately 1 inch long. 
The nut and washers are anchored with 
epoxy, and a threaded cap with a O-ring seal 
serve to make the handle compartment 
watertight. Both the handle and the butt cap 
are checkered in the interest of providing a 
secure grip. These are a pretty straightfor¬ 
ward set of specifications... so far. 

Curiously, the available storage space in 
the handle is filled by a pair of threaded 
“anchors” that are 2 inches long, excluding 
the threads. These screw into a threaded 
hole that is located on each end of the quil- 
lions of the guard. The purpose, we are told, 
is to enable one to attach these anchors, then 
attach a rope or rappelling line to a tab that 
screws under the butt cap. Next, you either 
throw the knife over a cyclone fence or 
attach it to the limb of a tree, and then either 
climb or rappel away! Honest! 

The knife and sheath together are grossly 
overweight. The knife alone weighs 24 
ounces, and the addition of the sheath brings 
the total weight of the package to an incredi¬ 
ble 36 ounces (5 ounces lighter than a Beret- 
ta 93R machine pistol, with stock). To my 
mind, knife and sheath together are at least a 
full pound overweight. 

Total weight is part of the consideration 
of user compatibility, but weight proportion 
and balance has a great bearing on how the 
knife feels and cuts. The BuckMaster car¬ 
ries the largest proportion of its weight in 
the handle — the handle and guard assem¬ 
bly weigh about 14 ounces — and in a knife 
of this type that sort of balance works 
against you. The weight of the knife should 
work for you on the chopping stroke, and 
not take muscle to force the blade to do its 
work. This knife is balanced improperly for 
the chop, and both user comfort and chop¬ 
ping capability suffer as a result. 

The cutting test we administered con¬ 
sisted of edge holding ability, handle de¬ 
sign, and balance. Part of the test for edge 
holding consists of sharpening the test blade 
so that it will easily shave hair from one’s 
arm, hacking and chopping through a 2x4 
pine building stud, checking for retention of 
a shaving edge, whittling both hard and soft 
wood, and attempting to sever a free- 
hanging 1-inch manila rope with one stroke. 
This is not as tough to do as it sounds; a 
first-rate blade will do this drill several 
times and still shave without resharpening. 

While our exercise with the 2x4 was an 
eye opener in the area of uncomfortable 
handle design and less than thoughtful ex¬ 
ecution of the guard, we found that after 
cutting our way through the soft pine stud 
one time the BuckMaster would still shave, 
although not cleanly. Chopping was diffi-' 
cult, since the swing weight of the blade was 
light and required chopping motion to come 
from muscular effort rather than from the 
momentum of the blade itself. 
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The handle on the BuckMaster is round, 
and all-metal in construction. The round 
configuration causes the knife to want to roll 
in your hand, making it difficult to keep 
track of and control the position of the cut¬ 
ting edge relative to your palm. The fact that 
it is metal means that it is cold to the touch 
— and in subfreezing temperatures it will 
stick to your hand. This can and will hap¬ 
pen, and when skin freezes and sticks to 
metal, you usually lose part of your 
epidermis before the parts are separated. 

By the time 1 had managed to chop the 
2x4 in half, the web between my thumb and 
index finger was reddened and irritated by 
the checkering on the handle. This was so 
pronounced that I had to put on a pair of 
gloves to finish cutting the 2x4 without 
causing a blister. The gloves also saved the 
skin on the knuckle of my index finger, 
because the sharp back edge of the guard 
ground into my finger as the knife moved in 
my hand in a chopping motion. 

The guard on the BuckMaster is stamped 
out v/ith a die from steel stock nearly a 
quarter-inch thick. It appears that it is 
blanked to shape with a die in the first step, 
and then another die is used to punch the slot 
for the tang and bend the quillions to shape 
in a final punching operation. There is noth¬ 
ing wrong with this approach and it is 
altogether satisfactory in production. But 
when a part is stamped out with a die, there 
is usually a slightly rounded edge on the top 
side of the part, and a pronounced sharp 
edge and sometimes a burr on the bottom 
side. That is precisely the case with the 
guard on the BuckMaster, and it wouldn’t 
be a problem if the guard were made so that 
the sharp edge faced forward on the knife. 
Unfortunately, it isn’t. The sharp edge is 
turned to the rear and grinds into your 
knuckle every time you swing the knife. 
The tab which forms the attachment point 
for your rappelling rope does the same pain¬ 
ful thing at the rear of the handle, but the 
butt cap can be unscrewed and the rappel¬ 
ling tab reversed so that it doesn’t dig in. 
(My BuckMaster came from the box with 
the drilled tab installed so it turned up to¬ 
ward the guard.) But there is no easy fix for 
the guard. 

The BuckMaster’s sheath is an impres¬ 
sive-looking example of modem industrial 
design, an injection molded affair that holds 
the knife very securely and safely in either a 
right- or left-handed carry. It carries a built- 
in sharpening stone and a pocket which con¬ 
tains a dandy little compass — a first-rate 
Silva Type 12. It is a generally good piece of 
work except for a couple of glitches. One is 
that it is fairly noisy to withdraw the knife 
from the sheath. There is a tension device 
inside the sheath that holds the knife in 
place, and hollow plastic amplifies the rub¬ 
bing noise made as the blade is withdrawn. 
Not extremely loud, but it isn’t too quiet, 
either. In addition, this sheath, like most 
civilian merchandise aimed at the military 
and paramilitary markets, has an extremely 
long belt loop which causes the knife to 
swing and bang on your leg as you walk. 
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AUTHENTIC U.S. ARMED FORCES 
CADENCE RUNNING TAPES. 

Run farther, faster and easier with 
these stereo cassette running tapes— 
recorded on-the-spot with America’s 
finest fighting men. 


MATCHING RUNNING SHIRTS. 




MORE ARMED FORCES RECORDINGS. 

“Viet Nam”—From the streets of 
Saigon to troops in heavy combat, these 
are the real sounds of Viet Nam. “The 


Training of a 


Play these dynamic 

cadences on your portable 
cassette player while running or 
jogging, it’s the motivating way to get 
back into boot camp shape. 

Marines (two volumes), ^rmy 
Airborne. Army Rangers. Army Infantry- 
each 40-mlnute cassette sells for $9.95. 
or get a special price on the full set. 


Gold Marine emblem on red shirt; gold 
Ranger emblem on black shirt; silver 
Airborne emblem on black shirt; black 
Infantry emblem on light blue shirt. 
Highest quality 50/50 blend, small, 
medium, large and X-large. 

SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: 

Buy four running cassettes and receive 
the fifth one free—a S9.95 discount on 
the complete set. 



Marine, Parris Island”, 

“The Training of a U.S. 

Marine,-San Diego”, 45-minute, on- 
location recordings of Marine Boot Camp. 
LP record albums contain booklets with 
photos and text. 

Satisfaction guaranteed on all items. 


RETURN COUPON WITH CHECK OR MONEY ORDER. OR CALL 619-274-3117 FOR COD ORDERS. 


r 

1 NAME 

ITB* 

QTY. 

PfUCE 

AMOUNT 

MARINE CADENCE CASSETTE VOL. 1 (#410) 


$9-95 


MARINE CADENCE CASSETTE VOL. 2 (#450) 


$9.95 


1 ADDRESS 

ARMY AIRBORNE CASSEHE (#420) 


$9.95 


ARMY RANGES CASSEHE (#430) 


$9.95 


ARMY INFANTRY CASSEHE (#440) 


$9.95 


1 CITY STATE 

MARINE RUNNING SHIRT (SIZE_) 


$9.95 


AIRBORNE RUNNING SHIRT (SIZE_) 


$9.95 


RANGE RUNNING SHIRT (SIZE__) 


$9.95 


INFANTRY RUNNING SHIRT (SIZE_.) 


$9.95 


j ZIP 

MARINE/PARRIS ISUND CASSETTE 


$9.95 


MARINE/PARRIS ISUNO LP RECORD 


$12.95 


MARINE/SAN OIEGO CASSEHE 


$9.95 


1 Offer good in U.S. and Canada. 

1 DOCUMENTARY RECORDINGS 

1 P.O. BOX 99788 

! SAN DIEGO, CA 92109 

1 619-274-3117 FOR COD ORDERS 

L 

MARINE/SAN OIEGO LP RECORD 


$12.95 ' 


VIET NAM CASSETTE 


$9.95 


VIET NAM LP RECORD 
(WITH 16 PCS OF PHOTOS) 


$12.95 


RUNNING TAPE SET BONUS OFFER 


$39.80 


pippins and Htmllfng 

$1.50 

6%fa)H 

I 

SOF-6 TOTii 

1 
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Butt 

retention 
band (holds 
gun close 
to body). 


If ac &l|zi ShoulderRiss 


Super comfort supple suede shoulder rigs with exclusive DeSantis 
designed holsters for the UZI, MINI UZI, UZI PISTOL and 
MAC 10/1 Ts. The “UZI RIG” originally available only to certain 
government agencies, may now be purchased by the general 
public as well as law enforcement personnel. Its action 
is both sure and swift. The DeSantis “MAK • SKATTER" m 

provides the ultimate In concealment yet affords 
lightning response in “chips are down” situations. 

No disconnection required- 

just grab and shoot! . 


Fully adjustable 
;extra i wi de i two^shoul der; 
harness. 


mmm 
\ ssm 


I PlyotThgi 
mechanism i 
permits 

without 

release. 


Weakiside: 

Two-Mag. 

Pouch 

included. 


Adjustable; muzzle:;:; 
carrier (adjusts for 
specific :torso::;size): 


DeSANTIS HOLSTERS 
GO FIRST CLASS! 

DeSantis manufactures a complete line of holsters 
and accessories, creatively designed to fill the 
specific needs of gun enthusiasts and law 
enforcement personnel. Available at your favorite 
Firearms or Sporting Goods Store. Mail $2 for full 
color catalog or request Free black and white 
catalog. Dealer inquiries invited. 


Dept. SF-606 • 149 Denton Avenue • New Hyde Park, NY 11040 • 516-354-8000 



• NON LETHAL • INTIMIDATES MOST ATTACKERS 

• STUNS/IMMOBILIZES • AFFECTIVE 15 TO 20 FEET 

SEND $99.50 

To AMAZIKG CONCEPTS DEPT. SF BOX 716 

AMHERST, NH 03031 • FREE CATALOG 


(For an update on carrying knives, see 
“Battle Blades'* this month on page 28.) 

Hacking and chopping are fairly impor¬ 
tant functions of a survival knife, whether 
for cutting poles for litters or building a 
shelter. We’ve already mentioned that the 
BuckMaster is poor in this respect, because 
of its absence of proper swing weight and 
the unfortunate design of the handle and 
guard. 

But how does it whittle? Surprisingly 
well for a big knife. Whittling is overlooked 
in many cases, but the construction of a 
snare, bow, spear or skewer for cooking 
over an open fire requires that you be able to 
whittle to make them. 

The ability of a knife to sever one or more 
1-inch ropes with one stroke is considered 
important in bladesmithing circles. A knife 
has to possess mechanical advantages 
which confer a blend of speed, power and 
cutting ability to accomplish the task. And a 
knife that will make this cut easily and con¬ 
sistently is one that is capable of killing an 
adversary with a properly applied single 
stroke, or making heavy or difficult cuts 
with minimum effort. The 1-inch rope cut is 
really a barometer reading of a knife's use¬ 
ful performance capabilities, and that is the 
reason it is included in the cutting tests. In 
seven attempts at cutting a single free- 
hanging 1-inch manila rope, the shaving- 
sharp BuckMaster failed to make a cut. It 
didn't even come close. The poor balance of 
the knife is partially responsible for its fail¬ 
ure in this area of testing, but another con¬ 
tributing factor is the way the blade is 
ground. The pronounced median ridge that 
results from the way the blade is hollow 
ground causes the blade to want to hang up 
due to a wedging effect when an attempt is 
made to slice thick material such as rope or 
flesh. 

Buck has equipped this knife with its own 
version of a sawtooth arrangement on the 
back of the blade, and has indicated that its 
purpose is ‘ ‘for cutting through ice or wood, 
if necessary." We did not try to saw our 
way through a block of ice, but like other 
sawteeth-backed knives we have tested, the 
BuckMaster fails to give anything 
approaching a satisfactory performance 
when used as a saw on wood. As question¬ 
able as the chopping performance of this 
knife is, it is far easier and quicker to chop a 
limb in two with the blade than it is to part it 
with the sawtooth back. This business of 
sawteeth on the back of a knife blade is 
marketplace hype, and Buck is not alone in 
using this type of hokum to bolster sales. 

To work properly, a saw must contain 
several design elements. The teeth must 
contain what is called “set": They must be 
alternately offset from the plane of the blade 
so they do not become clogged with cut¬ 
tings. In addition, the saw blade must be 
long enough to have a decent length of cut¬ 
ting stroke. Carpenters don’t cut a board 
with a hand saw that has a stroke of less than 
3 inches, and this is the length of stroke that 
the sawtooth section of the BuckMaster pro¬ 
vides. The sawtooth section is not only far 
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The Largest Dealer of Scanners in the World ”' 


aaife. SCANNER WORLD, USA 

in^wlid. u ^ 10 New Scotland Ave., Albany, NY 12208 518/436-9606 
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The Regency Z30 


30 Channel Automatic/Programmable Scanner 

.. Suggested Factory List Price $279.95 I 


Z30 FEATURES: 5 

■ 30 Channels—For full coverage and easy selection. 

■ No Crystals Required—Your choice of over 15,000 
frequencies iust by pushing a raised type button on 
the keyboard face. 

■ 6 Bands—Coiners high and low VHF, UHF and UHF "T" 
plus two FM Ham Bands. 

m Search or Scan—Scan frequencies you have entered or 
search for exciting new frequencies. 

■ Priority Control—Automatically overrides all other calls 
to listen to your favorite frequency. 

m Alarm Clock—Quartz Clock with programmable alarm. 

m Permanent Backup System—Memory requires no 
batteries. Capacitor saves frequencies entered up to 
one week during power outage or storage. 

■ Dual Level Display—Selects brightness level of green 
vacuum flourescent digital display. 

■ Channel Lockout—Skips channels not of current interest. 

■ Scan Delay—Lets you set a delay so that replies to calls 
will be heard before scanning resumes. 

■ Display Messages—Display flashes verbal messages to 
aid in programming. 

■ External Antenna Jack—Permits maximum receotion 

■ Externa/ Speaker Jack — Standard connection allows 
use of external speaker. 

■ AC or DC — Use at home or on the go. AC Home Power 
Cord Included. 

■ Telescoping Antenna—Electronically optimized for all 
frequencies, included. 

■ UL Listed/FCC Certified Assurance of quality, American 
made design and manufacturer, made in USA. 

REGENCY HX1200 

Digital programmable 45 channel hand-held Scanner. Fre¬ 
quency coverage 30-50MHz, 118-136MHz, 144-174MHz. 
406-420MHZ, 440-512MHz. Covers public service bands 
□lus Aircraft. Has priority, search, lockout, scan plus 
much more. Package includes HX1200, AC charger/ 
adapter, ni-cad batterv, carry case, rubber antenna and 90 
day factory warranty. - C 99 

'i^omplete package only ..... ^ Iw* (6.50 shipping) 

(3 year extended warranty only $35.00. 2 year $25.00) 


BEARCAT 50XL Programmable Hand-Held.124.99 ( 5.00) 

AD100U AC Adapter/Charger for 50 XL.12.95 ( *) 

BP50 Ni-Cad Battery Pack forSOXL.9.99 ( *) 

BEARCAT 180 AC Digital Scanner.159.99 ( 5.00) 

BEARCAT 140 AC Programmable Scanner.94.99 { 5.00) 

BEARCAT 145XL AC Programmable Scanner.104.99 { 5.00) 

BEARCAT 175XL AC Digital Scanner. 159.99( 5.00) 

BEARCAT 100XL Digital Hand-held.199.99 { 6.50) 

BEARCAT 210XW AODC Digital Scanner.199.99 ( 6.50) 

BEARCAT 15 AC/DC Crystal Scanner.99.99 ( 5.00) 

BEARCAT 20/20 AC/DC Digital Scanner. 229.99 ( 5.50) 

BEARCAT 260 AC/DC Digital Scanner.219.99 ( 6.00) 

BEARCAT 300 AQDC Digital Scanner.239.99 ( 7.00) 

BEARCAT 800 XLT AC/DC Digital Scanner.319.99 ( 6.00) 

BEARCAT DX-1000 Shortwave Receiver.439.99 (12.00) 

REGENCY HX-1200 Digital Hand-held 45 Channel . .. 216.99 ( 6.50) 
REGENCY MA-257 Cigarette cord for HX1000/1200. . . 16.99 ( *) 

REGENCY MA-917 Ni-cad Battery for HXIOOa/1200 . . . 24.99 ( *) 

REGENCY HX-CASE Hvy Leath. case for HX1000/1200 34.99 ( *) 

REGENCY MA-256 Drop in charger for HX1000/1200 . . 69.99 ( 3.50) 
REGENCY R-1060 Programmable 10 chan. AC Scanner 94.99 { 5.00) 

REGENCY HX-2000 Digital Hand-Held. 299.99 ( 6.50) 

REGENCY MX-3000AC/DC Digital Scanner. 198.99 ( 6.50) 

REGENCY MX-4000 AC/DC Digital Scanner. 319,99 ( 6.50) 

REGENCY MX-5000 AODC Digital Scanner. 329.99 ( 6.50) 

REGENCY MX-7000 AC/DC Digital Scanner. 399.99 ( 7.00) 

REGENCY Z-30 AC/DC Digital Scanner.129.99 ( 5.50) 

REGENCY Z-45 AC/DC Digital Scanner.159.99 ( 5.00) 

REGENCY Z-60 AC/DC Digital Scanner. 178.99 ( 5.50) 

Mobile Mounting Bracket forZ Scanners.5,99 ( *) 

REGENCY D-810 AC Digital Scanner.178.99 ( 5.50) 

REGENCY ACT-R-106 AC/DC Crys. Scanner.96.99 ( 4.50) 

REGENCY ACT-R-1 AC/DC Crys. Single Channel. 75.99 ( 4.00) 

REGENCY RH-256 High Band Transceiver. 399.99 ( 7.75) 

REGENCY UC 102 Hi-VHF Hand Transceiver.119.99 { 5.50) 

REGENCY RU150B UHF Transceiver. 439.99 ( 7.75) 

Book "Top Secret Registry of Gov't Freuency".12.95 ( *) 

Book “Covert Intelligence, Electronic Eavesdropping" . 8.95 ( *) 

Book “Betty Bearcat Frequency Directory".14.95 ( *) 

Book "Rail Scan Directory".7.95 ( *) 

Book "Air Scan Directory".12.95( *) 

RCD MRP-1 Single Channel Hand-Held.38.99 ( 3.00) 

JIL SX-200 AC/DC Digital Scanner. 158.99 ( 6.75) 

JIL SX-400 DC Digital Scanner.399.99 (12.00) 

FANON M8HLU DC Crystal Scanner.99.99 { 4.00) 

FANON PSK-1 AC Adapted for M8HLU . . ..12.99 ( *) 

FANON Slim-6 HLU Crystal Hand-held Scanner. 103.99 ( 4.00) 

FOX BMP-1060 AC/DC Digital Scanner. 149.99 ( 5.50) 

FOX Mounting Bracket for BMP-1060.9.99 ( *) 

WHISTLER Spectrum Radar Detector.199.99 ( 5.00) 

WHISTLER Remote Spectrum Radar Detector.199.99 ( 5.00) 

ANT-1 Magnet Mount Mobile Scanner Antenna. 29.99 ( 3.00) 

ANT-6 Base Scanner Antenna w/50’ cable.29.99 ( 3.00) 


Scanner World Special 
REGENCY Z30 

M29.99 


(plus 55,50 shipping each) 

Optional Accessories: 

Cigarette Lighter Plug RGMPC . ^4.95 
Z Mobile Bracket — Special . .. ®5.99 


VOLUME 

CONTROL 


SOUELCH 

CONTROL 


z Mobile Bracket - Special. .. =5.99 The Regency Z30 is a compact, programmabie 30 

_ _ channel, muiti band, FM monitor receiver for use at 

home or on the road. It is double conversion, super heterodyne used to receive the narrow band 
FM communications in the amateur, public safety and business bands: 30-50, 144-174, and 
440-512 MHz. Size 103/4”Wx2-7/8"Hx8-3/8”D. 

Sophisticated microprocess-controlled circuitry eliminates the need for crystals, instead, the 
frequency for each channel is programmed through the numbered keyboard similar to the one 
used on a telephone. A “beep” acknowledges contact each time a key is touched. The Z30 scans 
approximately 15 channels per second. 

Any combination of two to thirty channels can be scanned automatically, or the unit can be 
set on manual for continuous monitoring of any one channel. In addition, the search function 
locates unknown frequencies within a band. 

Other features include scan delay, priority and a bright/dim switch to control the brightness of 
the 9'digit Vacuum-Fluorescent display. The Z30 can be operated on either 120 VAC or 12 VDC. 
Includes one year warranty from Regency Electronics (optional 3 yr extended warranty only $35, 
gives you a total of 4 yrs complete warranty or 2 yr extended warranty only $25, gives you a total 
of 3 yrs complete warranty.)_ 


EXTENDED WARRANTY PROGRAM 
2 EXTRA YEARS — ONLY $25M 

Scanner World is pleased to offer extended warranty 
protection on your scanner purchases. For a one time 
charge of only $35.00, we will provide you with 3 addi¬ 
tional years of warranty protection after your original 
warranty expires. Extended warranty program is avail¬ 
able for all types of electronics such as /wo-way radios, 
scanners, TVs, VCR. 35mm cameras, personal com¬ 
puters, CBs, radar detectors, stereo equipment, etc. 
Scanner World can offer this program to all customers, 
even if product was not purchased from Scanner World. 
All we need is a copy of your invoice showing purchase 
within last 30 days. For more information and rates, refer 
to our 1985 Winter Catalogue or drop us a note. 


100 XL 


Bearcat® 3GC 



5239.99 

(7.00 shipping) 

50 Channels — Mobile/Base 

Features include simple raised button keyboard pro¬ 
gramming of the following frequency ranges: 32-50 
MHz. 118-136 MHz, 144-174 MHz, 421-512 MHz. 
Vacuum flourescent dipslay, dim control, priority, 
count transmissions, non-volatile memory retains 
memory without power back-up, automatic search, 
scan speed control, automatic search, scan delay, 
lockout, service search, automatic squelch, 
crystalless, digital clock, external speaker & tape jack, 
auxiliary equipment control, plus much more. Built in¬ 
side the rugged metal cabinet, includes AC & DC 
cords, telescopic antenna, mobile mounting kit, and 
one year factory warrantee on the Bearcat 300 for only 
$239.99 and $7.00 shipping. (Optional extended warran¬ 
ty; 3 years $35, or 2 years $25.) 


$199.99 (6.50 shipping) Handheld digital programmable, no 
crystal portable scanner. 16 channels, search feature, plus 
more! Frequency range; 30-50, 118-174, 406-512 MHz. In¬ 
cluded in the package is a flexible rubber antenna, earphone, 
battery charger/AC adapter, 6 AA Ni-Cad rechargeable bat¬ 
teries and a heavy duty carry case. Alt for the low price of: 

M 99.99 (6.50 shipping) 

(3 year extended warranty only $35.00, 2 year $25.00) 


REGENCY RH-256 B 
PROGRAMMABLE TRANSCEIVER 

RI-1-256B Transceiver, 16 channel 12 VDC 2-way Radio 
fully programmable in transmit and receive mode. In¬ 
cludes built-in CTCSS tones for encode/decode, time¬ 
out timer, scan delay, 25 watts transmit power, priority, 
plus more. Frequency spread as shipped 152-lM MHz. 
Package includes mobile mike, bracket, mobile antenna, 
and all cables and instructions for installation. Specia/ 
package deal only: $399.99 (7.75 shipping) 

(2 year externled warranty S49.(X) — 3 year $69.(X)) 


ORDERING INFORMATION 

Call (518) 436-9606 to place orders by phone or mail orders 
to Scanner World, 10 New Scotland Av., Albany, NY 12208. 
Orders will be shipped same day received by United Parcel 
Service. Scanner World accepts VISA, MasterCard (COD 
shipments by United Parcel will be for cash or certified 
checks only). Mail orders with personal or business 
checks will be held 4 weeks for bank clearance. Orders 
with cashiers checks or money orders shipped same day 
received. Prices, specifications and terms subject to 
change without prior notice. If items are out of stock we 
will backorder and notify you of delivery date. All 
shipments are F.O.B. Scanner World warehouse in Albany, 
NY. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Ail 
merchandise carries full manufacturers warranty. Bid Pro¬ 
posals and Purchase orders accepted from Government 
agencies. Free full line catalogue available upon request. 
No minimum order. New York State Residents add 7% 
sales tax. 

SHIPPING CHARGES 

(*) Add ($) per scanner, and $3.00* for ail accessories 

ordered at same time. C.O.D. shipments will be charged 
an additional S3.00 per package. Full insurance is included 
in shipping charges. All orders are shipped by United 
Parcel Service. Shipping charges are for continental USA 
only. Outside of continental USA, ask for shipping charge 
per scanner. 

Scanner World, USA 

10 New Scotland Ava, Albany, NY 12208 
(518) 436-9606 

Most orders Shipped Same Day Received! 





























































too short to provide adequate sawing action, 
the sawteeth do not have the requisite set in 
the teeth for the saw to be functional. I am 
not suggesting that Buck intended for the 
BuckMaster to be considered as a carpen¬ 
ter’s tool, but to expect this saw to function 
as much more than an ornament is asking a 
bit much. 

The BuckMaster is also equipped with a 
serrated chamfer on the back of the clip 
which Buck indicates is to be used for cut¬ 
ting through rope underwater. While a good 
knife will easily cut a rope with one stroke, 
underwater operations are another story. 
The resistance of the water makes the task of 
underwater rope cutting one of a slicing or 
sawing nature rather than slashing or chop¬ 
ping. This serrated chamfer is an attempt to 
address this specialized cutting require¬ 
ment, and is honestly not an altogether bad 
solution to the problem. The drawbacks are 
that it is a slow method of cutting the rope, 
and if the knife is reasonably sharp it will 
likely make the cut quicker by slicing than 
by sawing. 

The incorporation of the clip point as a 
design element in a combat knife makes 
good sense. A sharpened clip point properly 
executed on a blade and properly used in the 
combat arena gives excellent penetration 
when used to deliver a stabbing stroke and is 
devastatingly effective when employed on 
the backstroke. It is one of the essential 
design elements on a properly constructed 
Bowie knife, and for good reason: It works. 
However, like most good things, there are 
some pitfalls in putting a clip point to work. 


A clip point is potentially fragile and should 
not be overblown in its proportions, and 
neither should it be employed on a knife that 
may be subjected to the abuse of being used 
as a prying instrument or crowbar. It is 
highly effective when used on a specialized 
piece of cutlery such as a fighting knife, but 
there are stronger point designs available. 

Buck’s mistake is not that they employed 
the clip-point design, but that they com¬ 
bined it with a choice of metallurgical ele¬ 
ments that give less than an optimum level 
of strength, and then weakened the clip by 
adding the serrations. 

The first real indication that the Buck- 
Master might have a problem in the area of 
strength came from the ads run by Cold 
Steel in Shotgun News which showed 
photographs of a BuckMaster blade broken 
into several pieces. We were interested in 
how the BuckMaster would stack up to the 
SOF test. 

In our bending tests, the blade was 
clamped in a vise and moderate hand pres¬ 
sure was applied. The blade gave every 
indication of being brittle and an inch of the 
point snapped off. You can usually break an 
inch off the end of most blades by clamping 
them in a vise and pulling them with your 
bare hands, but the way a blade breaks is the 
important thing. If a blade bends or yields 
before it breaks, it gives the user^ome sort 
of warning of impending failure. If it breaks 
or fails suddenly, as in the manner of a 
peppermint stick or glass, it is an indication 
that the steel or heat treatment, or both, need 
to be examined. 


If you lose an inch off the end of your 
knife in a combat or survival situation, it is 
an aggravation and inconvenience, but it 
does not necessarily put you out of action or 
get you killed. But if the knife breaks in the 
middle of the blade or at the hilt, it can 
easily cost you your life. When we adminis¬ 
tered our test for shock to the BuckMaster, 
the failure was instantaneous and dramatic. 
Our test BuckMaster cleanly snapped just 
behind the guard, leaving only a handle in 
my hand. The test consisted of striking the 
back of the blade smartly on the horn of an 
anvil, a centuries-old test for shock em¬ 
ployed to test combat blades by blade- 
smiths. Any good combat or survival knife 
should pass it. 

The nature of the failure of the blade of 
the BuckMaster indicates that the blade is 
not suitable for combat. To be fair. Buck 
does not actually say that this is a combat or 
fighting knife. They refer to it as “a knife 
that will master the toughest wilderness 
challenge.” However, it is boxed and pack¬ 
aged in a manner that suggests military use. 
There is no denying a military association in 
the advertising approach, and Buck has said 
that the knife was designed for SEAL team 
use. If it is aimed at the military, it should 
stand up to the rigors of combat. As the 
BuckMaster is currently manufactured, 
there are too many serious questions that 
arise concerning its strength for it to be 
considered a combat knife. 

If looks and visual impressions alone 
were the key to delivering performance in 
the field, the BuckMaster would be a run- 


IHE EKSUMnVM/FIGHTER: VVOURKNIE 



The ultimate test of a knife is combat Make no bones about it, Ek knives aren’t for Girl Scouts or Holly- 

Since 1941, Mws have proven themselves on the battlefields wood movies. Th^’re for military professionals, adventurers and 
of World War H, Korea and Vietnam. They are the leading , private- men who know good knives. No other knife even comes close. Be- 

t ' 'fA _1^.!_• A___ __1_J__:_ 


purchase milits^ knives in American history. 

The Ek Survi^/Fighter, now available for the first time by direct 
purchase, is based on ttiis tradition. 

Unlike other “survival” knives that are big on gimmicks but weak 
on quality, the Ek Survival/Fighter features rugged, proven, full- 
tang design—a solid bar of high-carbon stainless steel running 
through the grip. The finest materials. Bench-made workmanship. 

And more steel than any other knife of its type and size. 

While other knives may be satisfactory under normal circum¬ 
stances, the Ek S/F is desired for when the chips are down and 
your life depends on it: Be it a hunting trip in the wilds or a military 
operation in distant lands. In a world of compromise, Ek knives dorft. 

WRIST THONG—Prevents losing your 
knife when you need it the most 

REINFORCED POINT- 

The angle and thickness of the bevel 
grinding to the point is increased to 
resist bending and breakage, 
yet retain the ability to 
pierce a steel 
oil drum. 


cause if your knife doesnT survive, you might not, either. 

Order with the coupon or by telephone. Satisfaction guaranteed, 
or return vrithin 45 days for a refiind. 


ETCHEDTR^DI’MARK - As oji the 
aistwi kni^’eSrtbetradjerriark is 
etched; stamping it weakens a blade. 


Increases cutting and 


ming power. 


carbon, surgicd stainless ^teel, the blade is 
heat-treated to retain a razor edge despite 
the roughest use. 


RAZOR.POLISHED EDGE- Shaving 
sharp and easy to resharpen. 


THICK BRASS GUARD-Downswept 
for comfort, to increase thrusting and slash¬ 
ing power and to prevent jamming the thumb. 


away winner. Unfortunately, while the 
BuckMaster looks as if it will deliver the 
goods, its promise of performance is an 
empty one. If your projected wilderness 
challenge involves having to build a shelter 
or litter or anything that requires excessive 
chopping or hacking, be prepared for a high 
expenditure of energy and effort. In addi¬ 
tion to expending unnecessary calories and 
energy in a survival situation, you will also 
end up with a really sore hand, and if all this 
involves cold weather you will be in dire 
straits if you’re not wearing gloves. 

Buck has spent time and money in bring¬ 
ing this knife to the marketplace. Coming 
from Buck, it is a great disappointment, for 
in the past they have delivered far more. ^ 


AIRBORNE INTO 
KOREA 

Continued from page 72 

being over. The enemy seemed to have 
put up only token resistance. War, 
however, is a great contradiction as I 
found when I returned to the command 
post that evening. 

Three men stood in the afterglow of an 
early sunset, part of Item Company who 
had met the remnants of the North 
Korean army some six miles south of 
Sukchon. Ronald H. Boivin, a BAR man 
from Pawtucket, Rhode Island, Private 


Harold Hendershaw, rifleman, from Lake 
Hiawatha, New Jersey, and Corporal 
Paul Rivera, a bazooka gunner from 
Chicago, Illinois, all had a story to tell. 
These men claimed they were the sole 
survivors in each of their respective 
squads. They had been ambushed in a 
rice paddy in the town of Sunjun that 
afternoon. Thirty-seven men from the 
company had reformed without officers 
and returned to their regimental command 
post. They lost contact with their 
supporting companies and without 
ammunition and equipment they had few 
alternatives. The story was told by First 
Sergeant Clifford S, Strebe of Rochester, 
Indiana: 

“We were moving down a railroad 
track leading south toward Pyongyang. 

1st Platoon was on top of the railroad 
track, 2nd Platoon was on our right flank 
off about 300 yards working its way 
through the rice paddy. The 3rd Platoon 
was on the left flank. We blew a railroad 
tunnel, went over the top of the ridge 
above it and advanced toward the town 
of Sunjun. The railroad was about 1,900 
yards to our right, the town was above us 
about 300 feet, we were in a hole 
surrounded by small hills and some peaks 
which rose about 500 feet above us. 

They let us get into this hole and then 
opened up. We thought our flank was 
protected by our supporting company. At 
one time I saw 300 gooks running toward 
me. I took off and a burp gun outlined 
my boot as I ran. I went back over the 


ridge where we had blown the tunnel and 
regrouped. Thirty-seven of us made our 
way back.” 

Up until the time I left the regiment I 
could not determine the total losses that 
Item Company suffered in the Sunjun 
ambush. I did know that for many of 
these youngsters it was their first taste of 
war and therefore their casualties could 
have been overestimated. 

Sunday, 22 October, at a little after 
noon I joined the supply convoy that was 
moving over an unpatrolled road from 
Sukchon to Sunchon, My mission was to 
determine the whereabouts of the 
prisoners of war that had been reported in 
the Sunchon area. We arrived about 1600 
and as we drove into the command post 
of the 2nd Battalion of the 187th 
Airborne, I met Chaplain James A. 
Skelton of Hannibal, Missouri. He had 
just returned from the town of 
Myonguchan where he had buried 75 
American POWs. Two men who 
accompanied him were holding all the 
earthly remains of these American dead 
— they filled two helmets with small 
packets of paper-wrapped personal items. 

Chaplain Skelton told of how on the 
night of Friday 12 October, evidently 
only hours after the airborne had jumped, 
the POWs were herded from their prison 
train and separated into groups of 15. 
Then under the pretext of being fed, they 
were led to separate areas in the vicinity 
of Myonguchan, blindfolded and shot. Of 
the 75 corpses he was able to positively 
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m^GRIP^ HILT—Non-slip, 
resilient, comfortable. Can be quickly 
unwrapped to provide 18 feet of 
militaiy-approved parachute 
cord for emergency lashing. 


Overall: 12%'^ 
Blade Length: 6^" 
RockweU:C57-59 


NDED BU'IT- The unique Ek 
extended butt can be used as a pry bar or, 
defensively, as a “skullcrusher pommeT while 
it provides extra protection for the hand. 


Made in America, 
By Americans, 
For Americans." 


QUALITY NYLON 
SHEATH-The belt 
loop is large enough for 
a military web belt. 
D-ring and thong allow 
it to be worn in a vari¬ 
ety of positions. Wrapped 
with 8 feet pf Hoggin* 
Cord" lashdown strap. 
The knife is retained 
by a velcro fastener. 


FULL TAXG—The Ek Knife is solid steel 
from i»int to butt. The tang (the steel under 
the grip) is a full-width, full-thidoiess exten¬ 
sion of the blade, making this the most rug¬ 
ged, dependable knife ever designed. This 
expensive feature requires much more steel 
than a rat-tail or stub tang but provides 
unequaled strength. It is not found in any 
other military/survival knife in this price 
category. 



Battle Proven in Three Wars." 

mmm -rrm 

WORLD WAR n KOREA VIETNAM 


EK SURVIVAL/FIGHTER KNIFE ORDER FORM 

Please send me-Ek Survival/Fwhter Knife with sheath at $79 each, plus $2 per 

knife shipping, handling and insurance. Satisfaction guaranteed or return in 45 days for 
refund. 

□ Check enclosed □ Please charge my credit card. 

MC, VISA. AMEX__ Exp_ 

Name^__ 

Street _____ 

City-^-St4te_Zip_ 

EK COMMANDO KNIFE COMPANY Dept B14 

601 North Lombardy St., Ricbmond, Viiginia23220 24-hr. Ibll Rree: (800)468-5575 
Virginia residents call (804) 257-7272. Please add tax. 







identify only 29. He claimed many of the 
bodies wore as many as three dog tags on 
a single corpse. He told of the 20 men 
who escaped this murder train and how 
they were hardly able to stand because of 
the months of mistreatment. One of the 
men who survived, upon seeing Chaplain 
Skelton, said, “Chaplain, we are glad 
you’re here; let’s have a prayer.” 

I returned that night to Sukchon and 
spent the evening discussing with Col. 
Bowen the success of Operation Hot 
Drop. Bowen said that he considered it an 
ideal use of airborne troops, but that 
because of the fast movement of the 
ground support units, their role could have 
been more effective had they dropped 
farther north. He agreed with my 
disappointment that the airborne had not 
jumped a day sooner and possibly 
prevented the death of the 75 American 
POWs. Colonel Bowen claimed that, 
regardless of other considerations, his 
newly completed mission had been 
necessary for morale. He had also proved 
the practicality of airdropping heavy 
equipment. In just two days, Friday and 
Saturday, he had airdropped 4,064 men, 

40 jeeps, 12 105mm howitzers, four 
90mm anti-tank guns and over 140 tons of 
rations, ammo and miscellaneous supplies. 

The jump had been the last trump in 
MacArthur’s heavy hand. But it wouldn’t 
be long before the enemy played a 
powerful new trump — the Red China 
card. It changed the whole game. ^ 


COLOMBIA SITREP 

Continued from page 62 

policy in the region. And that shouldn’t be 
hard. Like other countries in Latin America, 
the Colombians have asked for no United 
States troops. They just want the tools to 
finish the job. 

WHO’S WHO IN THE 
REVOLUTION 

The Colombian insurgency has taken 
many curious and deadly turns since the 
founding of the Communist Party of 
Colombia in 1929. Today, the various 
groups have branched out into a complex 
web of guerrilla units, most of them with 
their own ideologies and affiliations. 
And as in the case of most communist 
insurgencies, you can’t tell the players in 
this deadly game without a program. 
Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias 
de Colombia (FARC), Colombian 
Revolutionary Armed Forces 

FARC is the military arm of the Com¬ 
munist Party of Colombia (PCC). The 
PCC was a radical but essentially harm¬ 
less political party in Colombia until 
about 1960 when they embarked on an 
“auto-defense” plan to protect them¬ 
selves against persecution by the Colom¬ 
bian authorities and other political par¬ 
ties. Given the violent history of Colom¬ 


bian politics this may have been a legiti¬ 
mate concern, but the real purpose was 
to form a guerrilla unit to initiate the 
classic “prolonged struggle” of com¬ 
munist insurgency. The unit was formed 
around the nucleus of an infamous ban¬ 
dit band operating in Colombia’s eastern 
mountains and augmented by trainers 
schooled in the USSR. In 1964, FARC 
set up their first in-country training 
school for guerrillas and their first gener¬ 
al staff was formed. 

FARC is the most well-organized, well- 
equipped and entrenched of all Colombia’s 
insurgent movements. They have been ac¬ 
tive as guerrillas for over 25 years and are 
in no hurry. They display tactical cunning, 
enjoy an excellent intelligence network 
and have an uncanny grasp of the complex 
political process in Latin America. FARC 
managed to negotiate a favorable “peace 
treaty’ ’ with the Belisario administration in 
1984 which essentially allows them to de¬ 
velop their strength in areas that they con¬ 
trol, without government interference. 

They have also developed a political 
party, the Patriotic Union (UP), which 
they violently established in the rural 
areas and through which they plan to 
penetrate the government. While able to 
apply “divide and conquer” methods 
toward the noncommunist parties, they 
also back up these political skills with 
battlefield proficiency. 

Estimates of FARC’s troop strength 
vary, but it is a safe bet that they could 
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muster 10,000 men and women under 
arms on short notice. Their full-time 
forces number about 4,000 with another 
10,000 auxiliaries in support. FARC di¬ 
vides its forces into /rentes, or fronts, of 
100 to 200 guerrillas. There are current¬ 
ly 24 fronts located in strategic areas 
around Colombia with most of their 
strength concentrated in the eastern 
mountains. Although outnumbered, 
FARC, through coordinated action on 
all of their fronts, could put the Colom¬ 
bian armed forces in a precarious posi¬ 
tion. 

FARC, like the other guerrilla groups, 
finances its activities through extortion 
and kidnaping, but the main source of its 
income is from the drug trade. 

FARC — Ricardo Franco 

Named for a fallen guerrilla, the 
Ricardo Franco (RF) faction is a unit of 
FARC which broke with its parent or¬ 
ganization when the 1984 peace treaty 
was negotiated. The RF feels that there 
is no point to a treaty and has vowed to 
carry on the armed struggle. When the 
treaty was signed, the then-treasurer of 
FARC took about 450 men — and the 
treasury — with him to continue guerril¬ 
la warfare against the Colombian armed 
forces. The RF is primarily an urban 
guerrilla unit, with seven urban and two 
rural fronts. 

While the mainline FARC and the RF 


have their differences, they are still coor¬ 
dinated. One confirmation of this is that 
there are comandantes in both units with 
the surname of Pizarro. These men are 
brothers and have been photographed 
together since the FARC-RF rift. In recent 
months, however, the RF has been work¬ 
ing more closely with M-19. 

Ej^rcito Popular de Revolucion 
(EPR), Popular Revolutionary 
Army 

While FARC traces its lineage direct¬ 
ly from the 1929 establishment of the 
Colombian Communist Party, and is 
fashioned after the Soviet model, the 
EPR actually got its start in 1962 when 
the Maoist brand of communism took 
root. These communists formed their 
“people’s army’ ’ in 1967 on the Atlantic 
coast of Colombia. 

The EPR has about 1,500 men under 
arms, organized into six urban and rural 
fronts, with three more projected. Their 
strength lies primarily in the western 
mountains of the country. The EPR in¬ 
sists on maintaining a Maoist-style mili¬ 
tary machinery with no organized rank 
structure. This has been costly in effec¬ 
tiveness over political and military 
issues, and the assassination of one of 
their top leaders, Ernesto Calvo, in 1985 
has deit them a severe blow. 

It must be noted that the EPR is se¬ 
rious about their desire to maintain 


“pure” Marxist-Leninist ideology. 
Wiien their previous mentor, communist 
China, opened itself to the West in the 
early 1970s, the EPR turned to Albania, 
whom they perceive as maintaining the 
true Marxist-Leninist orientation. 

The EPR has infiltrated some of its 
members into FARC, and a little ideo¬ 
logical disagreement in July of 1985 be¬ 
tween FARC and EPR resulted in 30 
guerrillas killed and more wounded. 

Ej^rcito de Liberacion Nacional 
(ELN), National Liberation Army 

This unit proudly proclaims itself to 
be a product of the Cuban revolution and 
makes no secret of its direct ties to Hava¬ 
na. ELN political doctrine differs from 
that of FARC and EPR units in that ELN 
calls for the immediate overthrow of the 
Colombian government. The ELN is not 
a believer in the theory of prolonged 
struggle — they want their current lead¬ 
ership to take the reins of government. 

The ELN leadership was formed from 
a group of radical students who went to 
Cuba soon after the communists took 
power there. Many of the original mem¬ 
bers supplemented their training by 
fighting alongside the Cubans during the 
Bay of Pigs invasion. After they had 
been molded by the Cubans into an effi¬ 
cient guerrilla unit, the Colombians 
were sent back home to continue the 
struggle. 
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The ELN has approximately 1,000 peo¬ 
ple under arms, organized into six rural 
and five urban fironts. They hope to create 
—through terrorism, guerrUla warfare and 
disniption of the economy and political 
process — conditions for nationwide vio¬ 
lent insurrection, which they hope to 
direct. Their sources of income are also the 
drug trade and extortion. 

Movimiento 19 de Abril (M-19), 
April 19th Movement 

Usually referred to as M-19, this is the 
latest— and most bizarre—of the guer¬ 
rilla groups plaguing Colombia today. 
The group is characterized by and re¬ 
membered for its violent acts geared to¬ 
ward gaining maximum media attention 
in the foreign and domestic press. Many 
of their activities, such as the seizure of 
foreign embassies in Bogota, or more 
recently, the seizure and burning of the 
Palace of Justice in the same city seem to 
be calculated media events. In their 
manipulation of the media M-19 is far 
more sophisticated than the other 
groups. 

The onset of M-19 stems from events 
in Colombia in 1974 when the military 
briefly took over the government. Tak¬ 
ing the opportunity offered by instabil¬ 
ity, a group of radical students boldly 
announced the formation of M-19 in 
1974 by taking out large ads in the Co¬ 
lombian papers, stating: “Here comes 
the M-19!” 


Perhaps because of the attention that 
they attracted, M-19 was practically 
wiped out in 1980 when the military and 
police agencies, acting in concert, 
raided M-19 strongholds and incarcer¬ 
ated most of its membership. Some 
members managed to escape, however, 
and reformed primarily as a military 
unit. 

M-19 is currently organized into nine 
regional fronts (the formation of a new 
front in the Bogota municipal area was 
recently confirmed by M-19 officals) 
numbering from 1,500 to 2,000 com¬ 
batants. This group enjoys support 
among leftist student and intellectual 
groups, but seems isolated from the rural 
population. 

The ideology of M-19 is hard to pin 
down. They characterize themselves as 
having the support of the populace and 
state as their goal the destruction of the 
Colombian political (constitutional) and 
military systems. Highly placed Colom¬ 
bian intelligence sources have described 
the movement as “not knowing what it 
wants” while others have compared 
them to national socialists. 

But whatever the political philosophy 
of M-19, they are no strangers to the 
strictly communist guerrilla move¬ 
ments. When the group was in its infan¬ 
cy, the Colombian Communist Party 
dispatched FARC members to train the 
new M-19 in guerrilla warfare. 


M-19 is international in character with 
offices in most European capitals, many 
Central American and South American 
countries and in the United States where 
they publish an English-language news¬ 
paper out of New York. It should be 
noted that the unit of M-19 which 
stormed the Palace of Justice received 
training in Libya and then returned to 
Colombia to launch their terrorist attack. 

Captured M-19 documents reveal that 
they want a revolutionary government in 
Colombia by the end of this year and to 
help achieve this they have instructed 
their leadership to “maintain the appear¬ 
ance of democracy.” 

Quentin Lame Group 

This splinter of M-19 is an attempt to 
channel the fiustrations of some of Colom¬ 
bia’s indigenous tribes into armed revolu¬ 
tionary activity. Numbering about 200 
combatants, this unit has the potential to 
become popular with Colombia’s Indians 
if they are properly propagandized. Cur¬ 
rently, however, they are small in number 
and controlled by M-19. ^ 
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- SOF T-SHIRTS - 

#1001 — Soldier of Fortune logo, navy or white. $8.95 
#1002 — Peace Through Superior Firepower, white. $7.95 
#1004 — Death Rides a Pale Horse, white. $7.95 
#1005 —Special Forces, black. $8.95 
#1006 —Marines, gold. $8.95 

#1007 — Participant Southeast Asia Wargames — 2 nd 
Place. $7.95 

#1008 — Visit Lebanon, Help a Syrian Meet Allah, 
tan. $8.95 

#1009 —SOF/HK, black. $8.95 
#1010 — SOF sport shirt, navy, white. $14.95 
#1011 —Grenada, silver. $8.95 
#1012 —Communism is Contra-banned, red. $8.95 
#1013 — C.A.T.T. Central America Training Team, navy. $7.95 
#1014 — SOF Helicopter, olive drab. $8.95 
#1015 — SOF World Tour long sleeve shirt, navy. $12.95 
★#1018 — SEAL TEAM, gray. $8.95 

- HATS - 

#2001 — SOF Beret, sizes 6 V 2 . SVa, 7, 7Ve, 7 V 4 , 7%, 7 ^/ 2 , 7%, 
7^4, maroon only. $13.95 
#2002 — SOF Ball Cap, maroon. $5.95 
#2004 — SOF Ball Cap, black with embroidered logo and 
scrambled eggs. $8.95 

#2010 —Official SOF Field Cap, khaki, S,M,L,XL. $21.95 
★#2012 — DPM Caps, S,M,L,XL. Limited supplies left. $19.95 

- BOOKS - 

#8001 — Selous Scouts — Top Secret War. $25.00 
#8002 — Mercenaries Manual. $5.95 
#8003 — Merc: American Soldiers of Fortune. $14.95 
#8004 — Grenades. $5.95 
#8005 — Combat: House to House. $6.95 
#8006 — Knife Self Defense for Combat. $6.95 
#8007 — Basic Stick Fighting for Combat. $9.50 
#8008 — Village Defense, Initial Special Forces OPS. $13.95 
#8010 — Secrets of Underground Organizations. $9.95 
#8011 — Elite Fighting Units. $19.95 
#8012 — Illustrated Guide to Modern Elite Forces. $9.95 
#8013 — Illustrated Guide to Military Helicopters. $9.95 
#8017 — Knife Fighting, Knife Throwing for Combat. $7.95 
★#8019 — Elite: Rhodesian SAS. $25.00 

- MISCELLANEOUS - 

#1016 —SOF Sweatpants, navy. S,M,L,XL. $13.95 
#1017 —SOF Shorts, navy. S.M.UXL. $12.95 
##1019 — SOF Hooded Sweatshirt, navy. $19.95 
##1020 — SOF/HK Hooded Sweatshirt, black. $19.95 
#1515 — Worid Tour Jacket, S.M.L.XL. $49.95 
#5004 — Duffie Bag. $14.95 


- SOF LOGO ITEMS - 

#7001 — Official Soldier of Fortune Patch — red, white, 
black. $1.95 

#7002 — Official Soldier of Fortune Patch — subdued, OD. 
$1.95 

#7003 — Camo Shield Patch. $4.95 

#7004 — El Salvador Battalion Aerotransportado Patch. 

$4.95 

#7007 — Soldier of Fortune Decal. $.50 
#7010 — Soldier of Fortune Buckle, pewter. $6.95 
#7011 — SOF Belt Buckle, stainless steel w/red enameled 
logo. $9.95 

#7012 — SOF Military-style Buckle, silver. $11.95 
#7013 — SOF Military-style Buckle, black. $11.95 
#7014 — Web Belt for military buckle, khaki, 1 V4-in. wide. 
$3.00 

#7020 — SOF logo Lapel Pin, red. $3.00 
#7021 — SOF logo Lapel Pin, silver. $6.00 
#7022 — SOF Beret Badge, red. $7.00 
#7023 — SOF Beret Badge, silver. $8.00 
#7024 — SOF Beret Badge, black. $8.00 
#7031 — SOF Mug, white ceramic. $7.95 
#7032 — SOF Ashtray, white ceramic. $4.95 
#7033 — SOF Magazine Binders. $7.95 
#7034 — SOF Beer Can Coolers. $3.95 
#7035 — SOF Ring, stainless steel w/silver drop logo. $57.95 
#7040 — SOF Coffee Mugs, set of four (4) white porcelain. 
$19.95 

#7041 — “KGB APPROVED” stickers, roll of 10, 1V 2 x 2Va, 
$1.50 

#7042 — Fallschirmjager: German Airborne Poster, color. 
$8.95 

#7043 — SOF Lapel Pin, gold. $6.00 
★#7045 — SOF OD Zippo Lighter. $10.00 
★#7050 — SOF Luggage Tags. $4.95 
★#7051 — SOF Regiment Tie. $12.00 
★#7052 — SOF 10th Anniversary Poster. $5.00 
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pur first obstacle was the track — if you 
could call it that — leading from the moun¬ 
tain clinic to the Kandahar road. It was a 
miserahJe little trail that camels could han¬ 
dle, but which promised hell on wheels to 
anything else. That fact didn’t seem to 
bother our driver as he slammed over ruts, 
rocks and boulders alike. The Dodge held 
up pretty well, but we were getting beaten to 
death. 

After three painful hours we reached the 
Kandahar road. It’s given a class-A surface 
rating in Afghanistan, but in the United 
States wouldn’t rate much above mud track. 
Although 18 of us were still jammed into the 
back of the Dodge, the ride did get a little 
better and we made slow but steady progress 
toward the south. 

About an hour after dusk we pulled off to 
the side of the road and stopped. An Eng¬ 
lish-speaking native told us some locals had 
reported that a helicopter had landed, dropped 
off some troops and flown back to Kandahar. 
Our escorting mujahideen were undecided, 
and chose to wait until more traffic came by in 
order to question the occupants. 

It’s interesting to note that the muj typi¬ 
cally travel at night with their lights on, in 
vehicles distinctly different in silhouette 
from civilian transport trucks — and with 
their weapons openly displayed. Why they 
don’t button up and travel during the day, 
and attempt to blend in with ordinary civil¬ 
ian traffic, is beyond me. I never did get a 
good answer to that question. 


After another hour’s wait a civilian truck 
going north came by and the muj questioned 
the driver. His answer obviously created no 
problem since everyone lightened up, re¬ 
boarded and headed south. About 15 min¬ 
utes later, around 2300, we were cruising 
down the road when the shit hit the fan. 
Flares popped and night became day. I 
glanced up and dozens of tracers streamed 
by just over my head while endless strings 
of firecrackers seemed to pop around us. It 
was a freeze-frame moment in which time 
stood still, but the attack probably lasted 
only two to three seconds. 

One of the journalists yelled, “Get off the 
truck!’’ I’d been holding an Afghan’s AK- 
47, and I kept it as I dived headfirst over the 
tailgate and onto the deck. On impact I 
moved into the shadow of the truck — an 
exceptionally clever move for which I de¬ 
serve no credit since I was just reacting 
rather than thinking. I started low-crawling 
at a high rate, just as I was taught 15 years 
ago at Quantico, all the while cradling the 
AK. I remember seeing one other guy run¬ 
ning in the “shoot me ... shoot me’’ half¬ 
crouch position off to my right, and the 
un-Christian thought that he might draw 
some attention away from me crossed my 
mind. 

To be honest, I was convinced I was dead 
meat. Flares still popped, rounds cracked 
incessantly, and tracers streaked past, hit¬ 
ting just in front of me and ricocheting into 
the air— but I decided to keep moving until 


my number came up. After covering some 
200 meters in record time I started angling 
left for some folds in the ground. I found a 
mujahid whose primary personality trait had 
been the constant use of hashish, but he 
turned out canny, blitzed or not. We ran 
together, generally south, trying to stay in 
defilade and dropping and freezing as flares 
popped over us. Ambushers — most likely 
the Soviets — continued to hose the kill 
zone with automatic weapons fire and I 
could hear the blooperlike pop/crash of a 
grenade launcher. We kept moving south 
and found two more Afghans, one shot in 
the left calf but still humping. 

As we moved away from the ambush site, 
we could still see the glow of the kill zone 
and a sudden bright glare as if something, 
probably the Dodge, blew up. A klick far¬ 
ther south we crossed back over the road and 
started moving northward, keeping several 
ridgelines between us and the road. When 
we were parallel to the glow of the ambush 
site, we heard helicopters whopping into the 
area. 

I’d used up a lot of luck in the ambush, 
and was distinctly unhappy with this new 
development. I was familiar with the night 
vision devices available to our forces, and 
figured the Soviets had bought, developed 
— or stolen — the same sort of gear. We 
didn’t have much cover when the choppers 
closed in. They were running without lights 
and were absolutely invisible; all we could 
hear were rotor noises which sounded like 
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they were directly over us. A shower of 
sparks 200-300 meters overhead suddenly 
illuminated the desert, and thinking they 
were flares, I hit the deck — not bothering 
to look up until I heard repeated explosions 
some distance off. I looked up to see a 
second shower of sparks from another heli¬ 
copter, and watched perhaps two dozen red 
spots streak through the air as the gunships 
rocketed the kill zone, occasionally adding 
bursts of cannon fire. I got up and started 
moving out, figuring either they didn’t give 
a shit about me, couldn’t see me, or were 
afraid of “overs” into their people. As we 
moved off, the choppers made six passes, 
hammering the kill zone and then leisurely 
flying off. 

We continued moving but the wounded 
mujahid’s leg was giving out. We stopped 
to rest him and I took his AK and ammo. 
The enemy then had what seemed to be a 
“mad moment,” using every available 
weapon to pound the kill zone one last time. 
We made about another 500 meters when 
we found two more Afghans, one unhurt 
and holding the other who had bullet 
wounds through both arms and fragmenta¬ 
tion wounds to the chest. He couldn’t walk 
and we tried carrying him in a blanket, but it 
was a no-go — we were just too exhausted. 
Two mujahideen left to get help while Hash- 
head and I stayed with the wounded. 

About 20 minutes later they returned with 
a local and a donkey. One wounded went on 
the donkey. Hash-head carried the other, 
and I staggered along with the AK and 
ammo. Local mujahideen hid us when we 
got to their village, and we picked up two 
more muj stragglers. The next night we 
returned to the camp we had left just 24 
hours before. 

Two days later I heard that one journalist 


and another two mujahideen were safe in the 
south. The other American journalist and 
six mujahideen never made it out of the kill 
zone. 

Moughan and his party spent the next 
week hiding from Soviet and Afghan army 
search parties. Another vehicle was finally 
obtained, and they continued their journey 
down the Kandahar road toward Pakistan. 
At dusk the second day, two Hind helicop¬ 
ters swooped down on them and made three 
gun runs —raking the area with cannon and 
machine gun fire. Moughan and the others 
escaped unscathed, and finally reached the 
safety of Pakistani territory. 

— The Editors 5^ 


COMPACT COLTS 

Continued from page 37 

through all but the most highly tuned target 
pistols. But they moved reliably up the feed 
ramp and slowly (703 fps average) down the 
Officer’s AGP barrel. At 880 fps, Winches¬ 
ter’s famed 185-gr. Silvertip hollowpoint was 
Ae hottest load tested. It remains the preferred 
cartridge for serious social purposes. 

All of the above ammunition will produce 
1.5- to 2-inch groups at 25 feet when fired 
offhand from the modified Weaver stance, 
more than acceptable for the intended pur¬ 
poses. As expected, muzzle whip was 
somewhat more severe than experienced 
with a Colt Government Model. But felt 
recoil remains almost the same. T^e grip 
portion of the frame is adequate for every¬ 
one, except those with extremely large 
hands. This is a fine extension of a design 
that proved itself in the real world. Sug- 
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gested retail price of this version is $569.95. 
Spare six-round stainless-steel magazines 
are available for $18 each. • 

An even more surprising entry in the Colt 
stable is the new Mustang .380 ACP pistol. 
While the Czechs have played a cruel joke 
on their clients with the introduction of the 
CZ 83 (“CZ 83,” SOF, February ’86), 
which is as large as many of the new com¬ 
pact 9x19mm pistols, Colt has correctly 
moved in the opposite direction. The all- 
steel Mustang weighs 18.5 ounces, empty. 
This is just 7 ounces more than the alloy¬ 
framed Walther TPH. With an overall 
length of 5.6 inches, the Mustang comes 
within 2 inches of competitive pistols in .22 
LR/.25 ACP. Overall height is 3.96 inches 
and width is close to IVs inches. It’s a true 
pocket pistol. When we compromise stop¬ 
ping power to gain concealment, we should 
expect an even tradeoff. The .380 ACP 
chambering is marginal at best. It makes no 
sense to carry a pistol in this caliber unless it 
offers the ultimate in concealment. Colt’s 
Mustang is an ideal hideaway or back-up 
pistol. 

The concept is further enhanced by the 
Mustang’s locked breech design. Most pis¬ 
tols in this caliber operate by the principle of 
unlocked blowback. Relatively low- 
powered, .380 ACP pistols do not require a 
locked breech system to operate safely. The 
Mustang is short-recoil operated and its 
locking system has been modified from the 
Browning Model 1935 (HiPower) and 


Swiss SIG P210. A single lug on top of the 
barrel fits into a corresponding recess in the 
slide when the pistol is in battery. A barrel 
nose, which is part of the barrel forging, is 
slotted and retained by the slide stop pin. 
This is a slight improvement over the swing¬ 
ing link and pin used on the Colt M191 lAl 
series. As the slide moves rearward, the 
barrel is forced downward and unlocked by 
the slide stop pin. During blowback opera¬ 
tion, all of the recoil momentum is available 
to drive the reciprocating parts rearward. If 
these components have a low mass, the felt 
recoil will be high, and some .380 ACP 
pistols have nasty recoil characteristics. A 
portion of the Mustang’s recoil momentum 
is absorbed in unlocking the barrel from the 
slide. As a consequence, felt recoil is mod¬ 
erated considerably. Another plus for the 
Mustang. 

Both the frame and slide are mill-finished 
investment castings, the only such in Colt’s 
product line. All the steel parts, except the 
hammer and springs, are black-oxide 
finished. The fixed front sight is integral 
with the slide casting. The square-notch rear 
sight can be adjusted for windage zero only 
by drifting it in the slide’s dovetail. No 
colored polka dots dance before the eyes. 
The sight radius is 3.93 inches. 

There is no grip safety, but the half- 
cock notch remains. A manual thumb safety 
is mounted to the frame which can be en¬ 
gaged and disengaged with ease. It also has 
a firing pin lock, but it operates in the re¬ 


verse sense as that found on Series 80 pis¬ 
tols. Again, a hole inside the slide, in this 
instance on the left side, contains a firing 
pin block plunger which is held in place by 
the firing pin. The plunger’s spring is lo¬ 
cated under the rear sight. The pistol’s 
pivoting, hook-shaped ejector, mounted in 
the frame, operates the mechanism. When 
the trigger is pulled, the trigger bar presses 
against the bottom of the spring-loaded 
ejector, which then rotates forward on its 
axis pin into position to expel the empty 
case out of the slide’s ejection port. As the 
ejector rolls forward it releases its upward 
pressure on the firing pin block plunger 
permitting the plunger’s spring to drive it 
downward and free the firing pin to travel 
forward and strike the primer. When the 
trigger is released, the ejector rotates up 
once more to depress the firing pin block 
plunger and prevent the firing pin from 
moving ahead. 

The frame’s grip tang is long enough to 
prevent the rounded spur hammer from tak¬ 
ing part of your anatomy. That’s good 
news. The grooved trigger is not. If you’re 
trigger sensitive you will not appreciate its 
scratchy 6.5-pound pull weight. But on pis¬ 
tols of this type, I guess you have to learn to 
live with it. 

The six-groove barrel has a left-hand 
twist and a length of only 2.73 inches. There 
is no barrel bushing and it mates directly to 
the slide. This is not a match pistol. 

The twin recoil springs (one inside the 
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other) and their plastic guide rod and metal 
washer sit in a hollow in the slide below the 
barrel in the manner of the Browning 
HiPower. The guide rod’s head rests against 
a flat spot on the barrel nose. 

A single-line box magazine is provided 
and it holds only five rounds. With a round 
in the chamber, this still equals the capacity 
of any snub-nose revolver, in a far more 
concealable envelope. Of all-steel construc¬ 
tion, the magazine has a fixed floorplate and 
sheet-metal follower. The magazine release 
button is right where it belongs, aft of the 
trigger on the left side of the frame. Check¬ 
ered black plastic grip panels are threaded 
directly to the frame without bushings. 

Colt’s instruction manuals are poorly 
written, stressing safety features with little 
information on the weapon itself. The Mus¬ 
tang is properly disassembled and assem¬ 
bled in the following manner. Remove the 
magazine and clear the pistol. Cock the 
hammer and pull the slide to the rear until 
the slide stop’s lug indexes with the slide’s 
disassembly notch. Withdraw the slide 
stop. Push the slide forward and off the 
frame. Compress the recoil springs and 
guide rod. Lift them up and out of the slide. 
Withdraw the barrel from the rear. Simple. 

The fun starts when you try to reassemble 
everything in the reverse order. When han¬ 
dling the frame, be careful you do not press 
down too far on the spring-loaded ejector as 
it may reverse itself and become lodged 


against the top of the sear spring. If this 
happens remove the grip panels, turn the 
pistol upside-down, insert a screwdriver 
through the magazine well and press against 
the top of the sear spring until the ejector 
comes free and returns to its proper posi¬ 
tion. Before you install the barrel, you must 
first insert the recoil springs and guide rod 
(don’t forget the small washer). Completely 
compress these components into their hol¬ 
low in the slide. Then insert the barrel. This 
maneuver can be tricky. Everything else 
follows in reverse order. 

In their anxiety to obtain advanced pub¬ 
licity of new products, firearms manufac¬ 
turers will all too often send preproduction 
prototypes to gun writers. It's a calculated 
gamble. It usually pays off. 

But sometimes it doesn’t and this time 
Colt sent me a lemon. Test-firing the speci¬ 
men sent to us produced a chain of disasters 
that commenced after only 25 rounds had 
been sent down the barrel. First the rear 
sight slipped out of its dovetail and fell to 
the ground. Attempting to reinsert it caused 
the firing pin block plunger spring to fly off 
into the Arizona desert. The immediate re¬ 
sult was constant failure of the plunger to 
drop down after the ejector rolled forward. 
Thus the firing pin could not move forward 
and the hammer had to be continually re¬ 
cocked by hand. This irritation was com¬ 
pounded when the slide stop spring popped 
out of its recess in the frame and inhibited 


the slide stop’s movement. Failures to feed, 
failures to extract and failures to hold open 
after the last round was fired were the re¬ 
sults. After struggling through several hun¬ 
dred rounds, I also noted that the slide 
seemed to be improperly heat treated since 
both its disassembly notch and slide stop 
notch were severely peened. 

Subsequent to our initial test, we were 
sent a production-series specimen. All the 
deficiencies were corrected. In fact, out of a 
production run of 5,000 Mustangs — 80 
percent of which have now been sold — 
Colt reports a return rate much lower than 
the industry average. 

Four different types of .380 ACP 
ammunition were fired and chronographed 
through our two Colt Mustangs. Two full 
metal jacketed (FMJ) loadings were used. 
Both African Musgrave and Philippine 
(headstamp: SB 85) cartridges, both with 
95-grain projectiles, averaged 884 and 889 
fps, respectively, in muzzle velocity. With 
a standard deviation of only 14 fps, the 
Philippine ammunition was the most consis¬ 
tent of all the .380 ACP cartridges tested. 
Frontier jacketed hollowpoints (JHP) 
pushed out at only a slightly lower 816 fps. 
Winchester’s 85-gr. Silvertip hollowpoint 
cartridge produced the highest average 
velocity at 924 fps. We need all the help we 
can get in this caliber, and if your pistol will 
reliably feed Silvertips, I recommend them. 

Our initial tribulations aside, the Mus- 
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tang created a favorable impression. Muz¬ 
zle whip and felt recoil are both held to a 
minimum by the locked breech action in 
spite of the fact that only two fingers can 
wrap around the minuscule frame below the 
trigger guard. Accuracy potential is accept¬ 
able given the pistol’s intended function as 
an extremely close-range belly gun. At 10 
feet you will have no trouble in dumping the 
entire magazine into a 2-inch circle. 

Suggested retail price for the Colt Mus¬ 
tang is $340.50. Spare magazines cost 
$10.75 each. While I’ve returned the pro¬ 
totype, I’m keeping the production-series 
specimen. I will not hesitate to carry it any¬ 
where. For further information about Colt’s 
compact pistols, contact Colt’s marketing 
manager, Robert C. Platkin (Colt Indus¬ 
tries, Firearms Division, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 1868, Hartford, CT 06101). 
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aftermarket magazines. They cannot be 
trusted. Armscorp rifles and kits are all 
equipped with original Ml4 magazines. 
Twenty-round magazines seem to offer the 
best capacity for 7.62x51 mm NATO infan¬ 
try rifles. I have used 30-round magazines 
in both the FAL and G3 and found them to 
be too heavy and clumsy when the rifle is 
fired off the shoulder. 
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The M14 is classically clothed in Amer¬ 
ican walnut. Hideous chocolate brown fiber 
glass stocks were an item of issue for a brief 
time and today they can be found at any 
local gun show for A plastic handguard 
is the M14’s only condescension to the ugli¬ 
ness of modem reality. The aluminum butt- 
plate has a hinged steel shoulder strap. A 
compartment in the stock stores the com¬ 
bination tool, chamber and bore brushes, 
lubricant container and five-piece cleaning 
rod. Sling swivels are attached to the bottom 
of the stock. They belong on the top. The 
rear sling swivel is fixed, like that found on 
the Ml6. An Ml Garand web sling is stan¬ 
dard issue. 

Numerous accessories are available for 
the M14 and a few are quite useful, such as 
the M2 bipod. Sturdy, but a bit too heavy, it 
clamps onto the gas cylinder and gas cylin¬ 
der lock. Its five-position adjustable legs 
offer a command height from 9V2 to 13 
inches. These bipods are no longer com¬ 
mon, but can be located at gun shows for 
$85 to $125. Original M2 bipods are all 
marked “U.S. BIPOD RIFLE M2” and 
carry the stock number 7790688. 

An even more uncommon accessory is 
theM14AI’smuzzle stabilizer. This assem¬ 
bly consists of a perforated steel sleeve 
which slides over the flash suppressor and is 
fastened to the bayonet lug by a screw and 
locknut. Designed for the M14A1, a pathet¬ 
ic and totally unsuccessful attempt to trans¬ 
form this weapon into a squad automatic, it 
moderates felt recoil somewhat and reduces 
muzzle climb. When it can be located this 
muzzle device commands $135 and more. 
The original carries the stock number 
7791661 but I have seen several unmarked 
replicas. 

Those of you who plan to wreak some real 
havoc on the firing range will be pleased to 
note that Armscorp can provide you with the 
M76 grenade launcher for $49.95 and its sight 
system for $24.95. The blank-firing adapter 
for home movie makers is available for $8.95. 
Original magazines can be ordered at four for 
$27.95 and the combination tool for $3.95. 
There are also winter trigger and safety kits 
and M6 bayonets floating around the local flea 
markets. 

Disassembly of the semiautomatic ver¬ 
sions of the M14 do not exactly follow the 
procedures outlined in FM 23-8. Clear the 
rifle. Grasp the rear of the trigger guard and 
pull away and toward the muzzle at the same 
time. No tool is required since this is much 
easier to accomplish than with the Ml 
Garand. Withdraw the trigger mechanism. 
Separate the barreled receiver from the 
stock. With the bolt forward, push the recoil 
spring toward the muzzle to relieve pressure 
on the connector lock. Use the roll pin on 
the connector lock to draw the lock away 
from the guide rod. Holding the recoil 
spring under control, withdraw it and the 
guide rod from the operating handle’s hol¬ 
low interior. Pull back on the retracting 
handle until the op rod’s rear lug mates with 
the disassembly slot toward the end of the 
rod’s runway in the receiver. Pull the oper¬ 


ating rod up and out. It can then be separated 
from the receiver. Hold the bolt by its roller 
and lift it out of the receiver. 

U.S. Army manuals indicate the gas sys¬ 
tem should not be disassembled as long as 
the piston slides freely within the cylinder. 
Pure claptrap. Use the box wrench on the 
end of the combo tool to remove the gas 
plug. Tilt the muzzle downward and with¬ 
draw the piston. Unscrew the gas cylinder 
lock by hand and slide the lock and cylinder 
forward until the barrel’s gas vent is ex¬ 
posed. Pull the front barrel band toward the 
front sight. Slide the handguard forward and 
separate it from the barrel. 

After cleaning, lubricate the bolt roller 
and operating rod slot on the receiver with 
PARR (G96 will do nicely for the other 
components) and reassemble in the reverse 
order. Do not lubricate the gas system. Do 
not snap the handguard in place. Align the 
rear band with the slots in the barrel and 
slide the handguard rearward. Install the 
piston with its flat side to the barrel and open 
end to the muzzle. 

Whatever its failings as an infantry rifle, 
most Ml4s are accurate rifles right off the 
racks without modification of any kind. 
Stuffed with proper ammo, these rifles 
should shoot two to three MOA all week 
long. Our test specimen, with H&R barrel 
and TRW bolt and trigger mechanism, was 
no exception. West German surplus 
ammunition headstamped IWK 19-65 was 
used exclusively during SOF’s test and 
evaluation. Produced by Industrie Werke 
Karlsruhe (formerly DWM) in 1965 and 
sealed in 200-round green plastic “battle 
packs,” this ammunition is Berdan primed, 
but noncorrosive. Its lead-cored, boattail 
bullet weighs 145 grains. The propellant is a 
round-ball type and nominal charge is 44 
grains. It quickly gained a reputation for 
high accuracy potential when it was im¬ 
ported several years ago, and with good 
cause, since it consistently turned in two 
MOA groups with one at an astounding Va 
MOA — and this with iron sights. High- 
power military shooters prefer so-called 
“Mexican Match” ammo which is nothing 
more than the M118 match cartridge with its 
original 173-grain projectile replaced with a 
168-grain Sierra match bullet. 

Any experienced shooter should have no 
trouble handling the M14’s felt recoil. No 
stoppages occurred during the test, and 
when properly maintained the M14 serves 
well under range conditions. But at 10.1 
pounds with a loaded magazine, this 44.3- 
inch clodhopper is, by today’s standards, 
simply too heavy and clumsy to stand in the 
trenches. Its 7.62x51mm NATO cartridge 
is marvelous for sniper rifles and general 
purpose machine guns, but a disaster in a 
modem “assault” rifle because it robs us of 
selective-fire capability. 

In addition to the kit, Armscorp also sells 
assembled semiautomatic M14s with the 
Smith receiver for $674.95 retail with a 
used stock and $744.95 with a new walnut 
stock. I suggest those unfamiliar with cap¬ 
stan wrenches and barrel vises buy these 
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Soldiers like these go into combat 
with worn-out boots^ thin socks, 
no cleaning gear for their rifles, 
no poncho or poncho liner against 
torrential rains and worn-out web 
gear. They're troopers in the Sal¬ 
vadoran Army and Nicaraguan 
freedom fighters. Being brave, 
tough and willing isn't good 
enough without basic equipment. 
They need: 

Combat Boots 
Boot Socks 
Uniforms 

Cammie, fatigue or khaki 
(medium and small ONLY: 
These people are small) 

Rifle/MG Cleaning Gear 
Web Equipment 

(pistol belts, LBE suspenders, 
pouches for 30-r, N16 magazines, 
canteens, canteen covers, etc.) 

Lensatic Compasses 
Ponchos/Poncho Liners 
Field Jackets 
K-Bar Knives 
Field Dressings 

Send the above equipment or your 
cash donation to: 

EL SALVADOR/ 
NICARAGUA 

DEFENSE FUND 
c/o Soldier of Fortune 

UPS: U.S. NAIL: 

5735 Arapahoe P.O. Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80303 Boulder, CO 80306 

Please include a packing list and name of 
donor with all donations. Also, indicate 
whether or not you would like this informa¬ 
tion printed. 

Donations not tax deductible. (We haven't 
convinced the IRS that killing communist is 
a "charitable or educational" activity.) 

We'II see that they get to the fighting units 
that are defending your and our freedom. Do 
it NOW and pass the word to your friends. 


rifles already assembled. With original Title 
II (full-auto) versions of the M14 selling for 
up to $4,000, these are attractive prices that 
will appeal to military small-arms collec¬ 
tors, high-power shooters, IPSC competi¬ 
tors and survivalists. But, please, not on the 
battlefield. 


BULLETS & BEANS 

Continued from page 53 

rifles, RPGs, 60mm mortars, M60 
machine guns, .50-caliber machine 
guns. Ml6s, AR-15s, We anticipated 
the subversive Final Offensive and 
destroyed it before it could begin. Our 
blow hurt the subversives a lot: it left 
their infrastructure in confusion. They 
still have not recovered from this 
defeat. This explains a lot about why 
they are in the weak conditions they 
now find themselves.” 

Although the guerrillas had suffered a 
devastating setback, they were still a 
threat. A majority of Guatemala’s 
population (half of which is Indian) live 
in grinding poverty with little or no 
education and are vulnerable to 
communist propaganda about the 
utopia joining the “revolution” would 
bring. While it may be impossible to 
gauge exactly how much of the 
population sympathized with the 
insurgents in the early 1980s, it 
appeared widespread. Many peasants, 
out of fear or sympathy, collaborated 
with the rebels. The armed forces 
responded to this by employing special 
operations, psyops, civic action and 
political reforms. 

Referring to the province of 
Chimaltenango, which was violently 
contested at the beginning of 1982, a 
Guatemalan major wrote, “Because the 
enemy had been working with the 
masses in this area, it was very difficult 
to make contact with the guerrilla 
forces. Due to the enemy’s infiltration 
within the population it appeared that 
the only way to get close to the enemy 
was through ‘mock guerrilla tactics.’ ” 

The result was Operation Xibalba: 
the most successful special operation in 
Central America, according to many 
military observers. Fifteen Guatemalan 
commandos, pretending to be 
guerrillas, infiltrated a hard-core rebel 
combat unit and annihilated it, killing 
30 Gs and capturing a cache of 
automatic rifles. The operation was 
accomplished with no government 
casualties. Operation Xibalba is the 
most sparkling of many successful army 
special ops which have kept the 
guerrillas on the defensive. 

Events continue to tip the balance of 
power in favor of the armed forces. In 
the summer of 1985, commandos 
hiding behind sacks of beans atop a 
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crowded civilian bus wiped out a 
guerrilla unit which had set up a 
highway roadblock in the vast northern 
province of Peten. According to officers 
at Peten’s regional headquarters in 
Poptun, in just a few minutes of gunfire 
seven guerrillas were killed and two 
wounded. Only one soldier was killed. 

“There were no casualties among the 
civilian passengers/’ said a lieutenant 
colonel “They were glad the army 
saved them from a terrorist shakedown. 
Since that operation, the incidents of 
the terrorists stopping highway traffic 
have been few here. The guerrillas 
don’t know in which vehicles there will 
be soldiers.” 

In addition to killing guerrillas, the 
government realized the need to win 
hearts and minds. By 1982 the military 
government had begun to address the 
causes of why people become 
guerrillas. On 23 March of that year, 
retired General Efram Rios Montt took 
power from General Romeo Lucas 
Garcia in a bloodless coup inspired and 
carried out by young middle-level 
officers who were concerned about 
government corruption and a lack of 
govemmentcd focus on the basic needs 
of Guatemala’s impoverished populace. 
The fervent bom-again Christian led a 
crusade called Victory ’82 that fought 
not only communism, but also the 
corruption, right-wing death squads, 
hunger and alienation which 
communism takes advantage of. 

Rios Montt dismissed hundreds of 
agents from a police investigative 
branch with a notorious reputation for 
brutality and he created special military 
tribunals that tried common criminal 
cases as well as those involving acts of 
terrorism. 

But perhaps Rios Montt’s greatest 
contribution was “Rifles and Beans,” a 
combination workfare/civil defense 
program which awarded campesinos 
food and money for building schools, 
houses, hospitals and roads. The 
government also issued carbines and 
bolt-action rifles to help defend their 
villages against guerrilla attack. 

Guatemala has long had civil 
defense, but thanks in large part to Rios 
Montt’s Rifles and Beans, today it 
counts on a force of some 900,000 
men and women, according to the 
Ministry of Information. 

“The guerrillas have damned the 
population and caused a lot of 
damage,” said Mariano Calderon, the 
middle-aged civil defense commmander 
of the small town of Las Cruces in the 
department of Peten. “We have to 
defend ourselves. Thank God our 
government has thought of civil 
defense. The day civil defense leaves 
Guatemala will be sad. We do not want 
Guatemala to be another Nicaragua, 
another Cuba.” 

In addition to Rifles and Beans, Rios 
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DESERT 

SPORTSMAN RIFLE 
& PISTOL CLUB 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

OUR WORLD-FAMOUS THREE-GUN IN¬ 
TERNATIONAL COMBAT SHOOTING 
MATCH WILL BE HELD 17-19 SEPTEM¬ 
BER AT THE DESERT SPORTSMAN 
RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, LAS VEGAS. En- 
trance is by invitation only and competitors 
must write for an application. Shooters who 
fail to preregister must sign up by 1800 hrs., 
16 September 1986. Send a large SASE to 
Bill Brooks, 4901 Indian Trail, Wilmington, 
NC 28403. 

Hotel reservations can be made by calling 
(in California) 800-825-8866, (outside Cali¬ 
fornia) 800-637-2929. 
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1986 SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE CONVENTION 
& COMBAT WEAPONS 
MILITARY EXPO 

Soldier of Fortune will hold its seventh 
annual convention and Combat Weapons 
Military Expo 17-21 September at the 
Sahara Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas. Full 
details will appear in the May issue of SOF. 

For conventioneer registration information 
call Bill Brooks, 919-392-2961. For Combat 
Weapons Expo ’86 exhibitor information 
call Ralph Bicknell, 303-449-3750. 


Montt put heavy emphasis on psyops. 

In the spirit of their proselytizing 
president, specially trained troops 
visited the most remote villages 
attending to the needs of their 
inhabitants and educating them about 
the pitfalls of communism. But many 
Guatemalans do not need to be 
convinced of communist barbarity; they 
have suffered personally from it 

Ftios Montt’s policies undercut 
guerrilla efforts to galvanize popular 
support. By the start of 1983, the 
guerrillas had enough trouble keeping 
their own supporters, let alone trying to 
recruit more. Rios Montt capitalized on 
the guerrillas’ loss of popular support 
by declaring on 23 March of that year, 
the first anniversary of his coming to 
power, a year-long amnesty for 
insurgents who would turn themselves 
in to government authorities. According 
to a spokesman of the Ministry of 
Information, hundreds of guerrilla 
combatants have turned themselves in 
since the amnesty decree and its 
extension by Rios Montt’s successor. 
More important, says the spokesman, 
33,593 Guatemalans who once sought 
refuge from the war in 
guerrilla-influenced territory and 14,129 
of the estimated 40,000 to 90,000 
Guatemalans who fled to Mexico- have 
returned to pacified villages under 
government control. 

Despite his success, Rios Montt was 
“relieved” of his command on 8 
August 1983 in a coup d’etat. He had 
mixed too much of his austere 
Protestant religion with state affairs in 
this predominantly Catholic country. 
However, some say the main reason for 
his removal was because he had 
stepped on too many toes while 
eliminating many of the fringe benefits 
for military personnel. 

The new chief of state, Oscar 
Humberto Mejia Victores, previously 
Rios Montt’s minister of defense, 
vigorously built on his old boss’s legacy 
of Rifles and Beans, presiding over the 
construction of dozens of model 
villages, known as Poles of 
Development, which have provided 
thousands of Indian peasants with 
electricity, potable water and decent 
housing for the first time. But Mejia’s 
most heralded achievement has been 
allowing the return of civilian 
democratic rule. 

“The army’s job is not to govern,” 
said Mejia to SOF last November in his 
office in the national palace. “It is to 
defend the country and serve the 
people.” 

Last 3 November nearly 1.7 million 
voters, approximately 70 percent of the 
Guatemalan electorate, went to the 
polls to elect legislative representatives 
and decide which two presidential 
candidates would go head to head in a 
run-off election one month later. On 8 
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December, Christian Democrat Vinicio 
Cerezo was elected president by a 
whopping two-to-one margin. The 
42-year-oId lawyer became the first 
civilian president in Guatemala in 16 
years and the second since 1954. 

The free elections dealt a severe 
political blow to the guerrillas, giving 
the lie to propaganda claiming that 
poor Guatemalans had no say in their 
own government Moreover, with the 
new civilian government, Guatemala is 
eligible for a $10 million credit from the 
American government for nonlethal 
military purchases in the United States, 
according to a fact sheet provided by 
the American Embassy in Guatemala 
City. 

Today the guerrillas are on the run. 
According to Guatemalan intelligence 
sources, the communists can only 
muster about 1,500 combatants and 
rebel activity has been limited to 
infrequent ambushes, assassinations 
and sabotage. The lowered intensity of 
the insurgency is reflected in fewer 
government casualties. According to 
figures cited by Jeane Kirkpatrick in a 
recent article published by The Los 
Angeles Times syndicate, there were 
over 3,000 people killed in political 
violence (including combat) in 1982. 
That figure dropped to less than 1,000 
between January and September of 
1985. 

The guerrillas have a tough enough 
time simply trying to survive. But as 
long as they find refuge in Mexico it will 
be hard for Central America’s newest 
democratic country to kill, capture or 
turn every guerrilla. Mexico has 
vociferously protested when 
Guatemalan troops, losing track of their 
northern border in the mountainous 
jungle, have strayed into Mexico in hot 
pursuit of the guerrillas. 

The Mexican authorities deny giving 
support or refuge to Guatemala’s 
guerrillas, but many guerrilla defectors 
admit to having used Mexico as a 
sanctuary from pursuing Guatemalan 
troops. 

“We would evacuate our wounded 
to Mexico and take rest there,” said 
Marlene Calderon, 18, who joined the 
Rebel Armed Forces (FAR) guerrilla 
faction in 1983, but defected to the 
government in February 1985 when 
she discovered that the guerrillas had 
executed her husband for his intention 
to desert from their ranks. “We’d have 
our collaborators among both the 
refugees from Guatemala and the 
Mexicans. They’d send us things like 
food, clothes, hammocks and boots. It 
would go to Benemerito de las 
Americas (a Mexican border village) 
and we’d bring it across the Usumacinta 
[River] to La Tecnica in Guatemala. 
Weapons would also come to us 
through Mexico. In 1983 we received 
three shipments. They would include 


between 15 and 30 M16s, AR-15s or 
Galils. 1 do not know if we received any 
weapons later. But in 1984 I became 
the radio operator for the Superior 
Force (the FAR high command) and 
communicated with Pablo Monsato 
(FAR’s first among equals), who was in 
Nicaragua, to get the times and 
locations for the pickups of resupply 
coming from Mexico.” 

The small black-haired young woman 
with dark Indian features who is now 
an army nurse at the Military Zone 23 
in Poptun, Peten, also told of five 
Mexicans and Argentines who were 
training the guerrillas in Guatemala. 
“They would train our forces,” she 
said. “But they would not fight that 
much. I met two: an Argentine who 
was called Armando and a Mexican 
who was called Tadeo.” 

Despite efforts by the communist bloc 
and their fellow travelers to bolster the 
rebels, the guerrilla movement shows 
no signs of recovering the strength it 
once commanded in the early 1980s. 
Yet the armed forces maintain the 
pressure on the communists. 

The biggest problem for Guatemala 
today, as for most Third World 
countries, is the economy. Guatemala 
has been in a recession for the last five 
years. The combined rate of 
unemployment and underemployment 
is around 40 percent, according to 
figures provided by the U.S. embassy in 
Guatemala. However, with the coming 
of democracy and social tranquility, 
there are hopes that the tourist industry, 
hard-hit by the insurgency, will make a 
comeback to the thriving days of the 
late 1970s. 

The threat of communism in 
Guatemala is not what it was a few 
short years ago. Hard work and 
sacrifice among Guatemala’s people 
and their steadfast will to take the path 
of democracy have made the struggle 
against the guerrillas a textbook case of 
effective counterinsurgency in Central 
America. But the fight must go on. 
Perhaps Colonel Pablo Nuila Hub, 
commander of Military Zone 23 in 
Peten, best summed it up. 

“This is the time to hit the 
communists the hardest. Do not give 
them a moment of rest or they may 
come back.” ^ 
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at the bolt’s rear. At the other end, the 
recoil spring twists into a steel stop disk 
that mates with the receiver’s end cap. 
The rear sling swivel is attached to the 
end cap and does not rotate. A nickel- 
chromed spring hook on the front of 
the leather sling attaches to one of the 
vent holes on the front of the receiver. 

The trigger-housing group contains 
some tricky features, since the trigger 
serves as a fire-selector. There are two 
crescent-shaped finger grooves on the 
plastic trigger. The trigger mechanism 
is best operated by placing a finger in 
each groove. If you pull only on the 
bottom groove the disconnector will 
disengage from the sear the moment 
the bolt starts forward and semiauto¬ 
matic fire will result. When the upper 
groove is pulled back as well, the trig¬ 
ger pivots so that the disconnector can¬ 
not disengage from the sear and full- 
auto fire is achieved. 

The black plastic, one-piece pistol 
grip has longitudinal grooves on either 
side and is correctly shaped to provide 
a comfortable grip-to-frame angle. A 
large cross-bolt safety is located in the 
center of the grip, near the top. When 
pushed to the right by the thumb of the 
firing hand, a red mark indicates the 
“fire” position. Pushed to the left, im¬ 
possible without shifting the grip, the 
cross-bolt blocks the sear whether the 
bolt is open or closed. In the “safe” 
position the bolt cannot be retracted to 
the rear. 

A fixed ejector has been milled into 
the rear of the magazine well which is 
attached to the front of the trigger 
housing. The feed ramp is cut into the 
front of the magazine well. Since the 
serial number has been placed on the 
left side of the magazine well, the trig¬ 
ger housing/magazine well has been 
classified as the “lower receiver” or 
“frame” by the BATF. The magazine 
catch release button, at the rear of the 
magazine well on the left side, must be 
operated by the support hand. If it 
were placed on the right side, it could 
easily be reached by either of the two 
trigger fingers. 

Two-position feed, all-steel maga¬ 
zines of three capacities — 20, 30 and 
40 rounds—are supposedly available 
for this submachine gun. I have never 
seen a 40-round magazine for the Z- 
62/63 series and I have never seen a 
submachine box magazine in capacity 
greater than 36 rounds that functioned 
reliably in any submachine gun. The 
problem seems to be in spring technol¬ 
ogy. No one has ever designed a fol¬ 
lower spring that will consistently apply 
the required pressure against car¬ 
tridges in a large-capacity staggered 
box-type magazine. 

Disassembly of the Z-62/63 presents 
no problem once the gun’s minor 
idiosyncrasies are understood. First re¬ 
move the magazine, clear the weapon 


and move the bolt forward under con¬ 
trol. Use the nose of a cartridge to de¬ 
press the recoil spring’s rear stop disk 
until it clears the receiver’s end cap. 
Rotate the end cap in either direction 
until it clears the retaining lugs on the 
end of the receiver tube. Remove the 
end cap carefully. Pull the retracting 
handle to the rear and withdraw the 
recoil spring components and bolt. Un¬ 
fold the stock. Drive out the retaining 
pin which holds the trigger housing to 
the receiver tube. Pull back on the trig¬ 
ger housing and swing it down, away 
from the receiver. Grasp the barrel at 
the muzzle, rotate it clockwise until its 
fins clear the receiver’s front cap 
sprockets and let it slide out the rear of 
the receiver. Reassemble in the reverse 
order. When inserting the barrel, line 
up the cut on its rear face for the feed 
ramp with the receiver’s interrupted 
guide rib so it can be moved forward. 
After it’s in place, rotate the barrel until 
the hole in its rear face is aligned with 
the retracting rod. 

Spanish submachine guns deserve 
Spanish ammunition. Right? Wrong. 
We fired over 1,000 rounds through 
our Z-63 test specimen. Much of it was 
Spanish surplus ammo purchased at 
local gun shows. Two different lots are 
available, both manufactured in 1952. 
Ammunition headstamped FNT (Fab- 
rica Nacional de Toledo), a bit on the 
slow side, will function through every¬ 
thing from your Browning HiPower to 
a Sten. Specifications for 9mm Para- 
bellum call for an overall length of 
.750-inch. The second lot, head- 
stamped PS (Pirotecnia Militar de 
Sevilla) is at least .005-inch too long. It 
cannot even be loaded into most sub¬ 
machine gun or pistol magazines and 
when it can be, you’re looking at trou¬ 
ble. Combined with the Z-63’s floating 
firing pin, these cartridges fired out of 
battery every time, severely bulging 
the cases at their base. Stay away from 
this garbage. 

Nevertheless, there were no stop¬ 
pages outside of one double-feed, and 
the Z-63 cranked out bulged and nor¬ 
mal empty cases without a bobble and 
with no apparent damage to the gun. 
Using two fingers, fire control is excel¬ 
lent, and consistent two-shot bursts are 
possible by even the rankest of 
amateurs. The accuracy potential and 
hit probability are both of the highest 
order. The barrel jacket stayed cool no 
matter how long the gun was fired. The 
grip-to-frame angle is just right. Han¬ 
dling characteristics and balance are 
perfect. 

I would not hesitate to take this 
weapon into those few scenarios that 
still favor the submachine gun. It’s a 
pity the Z-62/63 series (Z-70 after 
cosmetic modifications) has never 
seen widespread use, except by the 
Spanish armed forces. It was followed 
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Leather Cases 

Single, Double and Triple genuine 
leather cases available for all HKS 
Speedloaders. Black, Brown or Tan 
No. 105 Single $13.95 
No. 103 Double $18.95 
No. 102 Triple $18.95 (No Flap) 



CORDURA CASE 

(NYLON-DOUBLE) 


$895 


-BLACK- 

-CAMOUFLAGE- 



Newest 
Model 
For H&R 
.22 

9-Shot 


Model 22-HR 


HKS Speedloaders Fit Nearly 
Every Revolver . . . ^ 

• SMITH & WESSON 

.38, .357, 22-J, 22-K, .41 Mag., 

.44 Spec., .44 Mag., .45 Auto Rim, 
.45 Colt Long, .9MM 

• COLT .38, .357, .22 

• RUGER ,38, .357, .44 Mag., 
Security Six, Spe^ Six, Red Hawk 

• DAN WESSON 

.38, .357, .22 LR., .44 

• CHARTER ARMS 

.22, .38, .357, .44 Special, .22 LR. 

• H&R .22 LR., 9-Shot 

_ * 

See Your Local Gun Dealer 




HKS Products, Inc. 

7841 Foundation Drive 
Florence, Ky. 41042 




briefly by the Z-70/B which has a 
three-position fire-selector/safety, 
flared magazine well, pivoting maga¬ 
zine catch release, and auto-safety 
sear. The Z-70/B has been replaced by 
the Z-83. It resembles the Steyr MPi 
69/81; the magazine well lies within the 
pistol grip and the receiver is rectangu¬ 
lar, Star’s designers have effectively 
combined proven concepts with start¬ 
ling innovations to produce an interest¬ 
ing —if sometimes too complicated — 
line of submachine guns. 


COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 24 

patrol immediately comes up on line 

— automatic weapons flanking the 
patrol leader so he can control their fire 

— and opens up on targets that can be 
seen. The idea here is shock action: 
Once you’ve got the enemy off bal¬ 
ance, keep him that way through 
aggressive movement into the contact, 
and by firing accurately. Keep up the 
pressure by continuing with an on-line 
assault, or by using fire and move¬ 
ment/maneuver, until opposition has 
terminated. 

In a luckier situation, you might be 
just as close to the enemy patrol but 
they fail to pick you out of the wood¬ 
line. Freeze! If you start bopping 
around, trying to get into a hasty 
ambush position, you’ll lose the critic^ 
element of surprise and a good oppor¬ 
tunity will be lost. It now becomes a 
judgment call for the PL. From your 
present position, you want as many of 
your guns—especially your automatic 
weapons — to bear on as many of the 
enemy as possible before opening up. 
If your patrol’s strung out behind you 
in single file, there’s no sense in pop¬ 
ping off a round when the enemy pa¬ 
trol may be able to return a broadside. 
Bide your time, wait for the best mo¬ 
ment, and then cut loose. 

Troops should open fire as soon as 
they’ve got a target or if they’re spotted 
by the enemy; your automatic 
weapons should start laying down sup¬ 
pressive fire while the patrol moves up 
on line. Then? Attack! Aggressively 
move into the contact, develop on the 
element of surprise, and grind the bas¬ 
tards down. 

An even better opportunity arises 
when you spot the enemy patrol from 
a distance and they’re moving your 
way. You’ve now got time to develop a 
hasty ambush, and any ambush is one 
of the most effective tactics of small- 
unit combat. 

Using hand and arms signals, halt 
the patrol, indicate “enemy seen” (a 



This brilliant documentary exam¬ 
ines the role of Mercenaries in inter¬ 
national politics. Featuring Michael 
Livingstone Werbol, we see the 
“mere” camps of Georgia, the train¬ 
ing, and war footage of actual Mer¬ 
cenary RAIDS! Also— famed “mere” 
Bob Denard, Mike Hoare, and the 
mere coup in the Comoro Islands. 



GRIPPING! PROVOCATIVE! 
A MUST SEE! 


riETMM 





MP 1195 *39.95 


The history of VIETNAM. 
Academy award winning documentary. 

r—— — — — — —————Ti 

■ VIDEO PROMOTIONS PLUS I 

■ 6730 North St. Tinley Park. IL 60477 ■ 

g Name _ 

J Address _ 


City State Zip 

□ VHS Cassette Numbers □ BETA 


Video Cassette Total $. 

Shipping & Handling $. 

($3.00 first tape. $1.50 each additional tape) 

TOTAL AMOUNT $. 


($3.00 first tape. $1.50 each additional tape) 

TOTAL AMOUNT $. 

Allow 4-5 weeks deliverv 
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AMESOME FIREPOlf/ER!! 



SUBMACHINE GUN 


Imagine—a 3000 BB per minute cy¬ 
cle rate with an effective range of 
over 50 yards—That’s some 
AWESOME Fire Power!!! The 
M19-A Is simple to use too. Just 
pour in the BB’s (magazine capaci¬ 
ty 3000!), pop in the compressed 
air or convenient 1 pound can of 
auto air conditioning Freon and 
you’re ready for the range! Want a 
pistol version? Well, we have that 
too—the M19-AMP. Get In on the 
full auto action—get your M19-A or 
M19-AMP today! 

STILL $39.00 each or both for $75.00 

OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. 

FLORIDA RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD 5% SALES TAX. 


I SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: Hi 

! LARC INT, INC. • 736 INDUSTRY RD. • f 

\ LONGWOOD, FL 32750 I 

P (305) 339-6699 SORRY NO C.O.D. j 

(THIS MUST BE SIGNED. | 

II AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER. J 

SIGNED _ I 

(SEND ME: □ M19-A □ M19-AMP | 

{name _ j 

j STREET_ j 

I CITY, STATE _ I 

A ' 4 


I ZIP_ SF-06 I 

t-J 


iVISA/M.C./Am.Ex. -TOLL FREE-24 hrs:800-824- 

j7mAK/H!J00-824-7919-Opr.720SiJB 

i I lu A 1.1 jwn '-ACTOHYpiFjicjU. „j j rB 



ORIGINAL Jivaro Blowqun! Beware " ^ 
of copies! Worlds finest , fastest . 
most popular since 1968—Million^ 
sold! OonTbe looled by 
higher prices! Wfiy—in 




RAZORSACK 
BROADHEADS 



without p oison. Q 

FREE poison dart info^ 
ATith ALL ORDERS! /Ti 

SILENT,POWERFUL,ACCURATE,hits like bulletlKUls varmints, ^ 
pests.Target, plinking, thrilling sport! Astound fnends! Compressed ^ 
^breath gives amazing power!Pierces Vi" plywood!Rugged .38 cal. oj 
' aluminum, 135 steel darts, carry case, in?;tnirtions. l-pjece.models: g 
2 ft. Indoor Mini-gun (not for hunting:) 20 ft. range $9.97:4^/2 'ft- 
Compact,220'range $11.^!5^>4'Populaf,300'$12.9716'Magnum 350'„| 
$13.97! 8'Super-Mag (2-pc.) 450' $22.97! Add $3,00! for above Take- z 
Down Camp models ! Extra darts $3,50/100! $5.95/200! $14/500! $26/M! ' 
Rinus jjuv 2 sunset 600 darts! sling!quiver!patches!muzzle guard! 
targets!carryT)ox {^2 freezes)! Buy 3 SAME+cleaning rod+900!$32 
freebies!Buy 4 SAME+1100+Mini-gun!$51 freelBuy 5 SAME+1300+ 
free 7th gun!$65 freelBuy 6 SAME+1600!free 8th gun! Add $1.95 post- 
EACH pd. gun! 30-day money back if not delighted! If broT^ 
in ldiSlrrm w^i^ace! HOUSE OF WEAPONS, INC. Box 794-SF 
J^ovo^Uta^^^WjSend^ash^check^Visa^CJBu^7^Wo^^^47PP^ 


thumbs-down was the norm in 
Rhodesia), and silently position the 
troops into a linear-type ambush posi¬ 
tion. A good line-up, from left to right, 
could be: rifleman, machine-gunner, 
rifleman, patrol leader, rifleman (facing 
to the rear for security), rifleman, 
machine-gunner and rifleman. Guns 
should always be sited on the flanks in 
order to provide crossing enfilade fire 
into the selected killing zone (KZ). 

Now you wait. The opposition prob¬ 
ably won’t walk right through your KZ, 
and you’ll have to determine the best 
time to open up so that most of your 
ftre will be effective. With a well-aimed 
first shot — hopefully taking down one 
of the enemy machine-gunners — the 
PL initiates the ambush and the patrol 
follows suit. Follow-up drills will either 
consist of a sweep through the KZ, or a 
simple fade-away into the bushes. 

There will come a time, however, 
when the tables are turned and you 
end up on the wrong side of an 
ambush. I’ve been through a couple, 
and it’s one of the most frightening and 
disorienting experiences imaginable. 

Your first priority is to get out of the 
killingzonelThe name implies what it’s 
supposed to be, and it’s been set up to 
produce maximum casualties on your 
side. Troops caught in the KZ have to 
return as much fire as they can and 
immediately unass the AO if they ex¬ 
pect to see the next sunrise. Patrol 
members not under direct fire from the 
ambush need to maneuver to the 
enemy’s ambush flank and organize 
their own assault — breaking up the 
’bush and taking the pressure off their 
buddies. 

If the entire patrol is caught in the 
KZ, the same initial steps apply. Return 
fire, pop smoke or white phos to pro¬ 
vide a screen, and get the hell out of 
the KZ. When your guns are clear, 
have them lay down heavy suppres¬ 
sive fire into the enemy’s position while 
you organize what’s left of the patrol 
into a counterattack force, or withdraw 
from the area. 

If the bad guys are smart they’re 
going to pick a KZ that’s wide open, 
offers no cover, and leaves your ass 
hanging in the breeze. That leaves you 
with one, and only one, option: attack. 
It may sound suicidal to charge a pre¬ 
pared ambush position, but your other 
choices consist of dying in the killing 
zone, or getting shot in the back while 
you try to dash 30 meters to the 
nearest cover. 

Enemy troops, no matter whose 
they are, will be thrown off balance by 
an aggressive counterattack. All you 
need is that one- or two-second delay 
in enemy fire and you just might come 
out of it with your skin intact. At any 
rate, your odds are far better than they 
would be rolling around in some¬ 
body’s KZ. 
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As any combat vet — whether he’s a 
Marine island-hopper from World War 
II or a Spetsnaz survivor from Afghani¬ 
stan — will attest, it’s constant training 
and rehearsals that make IADs work. 
Reactions have to be instinctive and 
actions aggressive, or it’ll be your dog 
tags that end up as somebody’s war 
souvenir. 


BATTLE BLADES 


Continued from page 28 

drawn, the tension of the belt con¬ 
tinues to hold the sheath in place. The 
carry is comfortable and secure, and I 
have been carrying my knife in this 
manner for nearly 15 years. 

This sheath offers versatility, com¬ 
fort and the option of concealment. 
The knife does not swing free, and by 
eliminating the belt loop as the point of 
attachment to the belt, the portion of 
the knife that hangs below the belt line 
is decreased by a good 5 inches. A man 
5 feet 10 inches in height can carry a 
knife that has a blade 9% inches long 
totally concealed by using this arrange¬ 
ment. This is achieved by inserting the 
sheath inside your trousers. It is worn 
on the hip where you carry your wallet, 
and the bulge of your wallet effectively 
conceals the point bulge of the sheath. 
The handle rides in the natural hollow 
of the back just over the kidneys, and is 
concealed by the natural drape of your 
shirt, sweater or coat. 

As far as military operations go, it 
might make sense to carry a knife in 
this manner. When you attach a sheath 
to your web gear you are back to 
square one as far as a swinging, irritat¬ 
ing knife is concerned. Too, you can 
become separated from your web 
gear. By carrying the knife through 
your belt next to your body you ensure 
its presence as long as you are wearing 
your pants. 

Your survival knife is the knife you 
have with you when you find yourself 
in dire need of one. Whether you are 
on a military patrol or are just going to 
the corner convenience store, if you 
elect to carry a knife, carry the best that 
you have. Don’t buy a front line piece 
of equipment and then rely on a less 
effective item when you suddenly find 
yourself caught up in an emergency. 
You can carry a lot more knife than 
you might imagine if you go about it in 
the right manner. Get the right sheath 
and carry your blade of choice, not 
circumstance. 

SOFreminds its readers that they and 
they alone are responsible for inquiry 
into and observance of all Jaws pertain¬ 
ing to weapons use and carry. ^ 



§ACTI\/E system (infrared), tPASSIVE system (starlight), ‘Infrared light source included. All scopes include bases, batteries, field case, 
operating manual. AN/PVS-4 also includes lens cleaning kit. daylight cover, field carry bag. AN/PAS-4 also includes light source, shield & 
cable, rechargeable battery, tool kit & spare bulb set. AN/PAS-4 IR Weaponsight not available in California. Prices shown are for scope 
systems only and do not include illustrated firearms/cameras. Mounts and adapters available for most popular weapons and cameras. Please 
inquire. NO FPL REQUIRED. Many additional items IN STOCK in our growing inventory—Please inquire about all your needs. Cash/COO ac¬ 
cepted — min, COD $150.°°, Add UPS shipping & insurance: S15 for gunsights: S7.50 for seismic units: radar units shipped motor express 
freight & insurance collect. Shipments outside continental U.S —call/write. Shipments to P.O. Boxes must use U.S. Mail. UPS deliveries 
need street address 

STANO COMPONENTS 

(Surveillance Target Acquisition Night Observation Components) 

P.O. Box 6274 • San Bernardino, CA 92412 • Telephones: (714) 882-5789 and 883-2728 Telex: 675537 (STANO SBDN) 

Sales, service & repair of IR & l/il Gen. Starlight Night Vision equipment since 1972. SEND S4 (applicable toward any purchase) for 
comprehensive current product literature. DEALERS-ask for Dealer Package. QUANTITY DISCOUNT inquiries invited. FOREIGN ORDERS 
invited—Please contact our Export Department. sjANO _ the OPTICAL OPTIMUM! 


LET PUT A BANG 

IN YOURWEEKEND 
WE’RE #1 IN AIR GUN GAMES 

★ HIGH PROFITS 

★ LOW OVERHEAD 

★ LOW STARTUP COSTS 

★ SELECTION OF EQUIPMENT 

□ SEMI-AUTO AIR GUNS 

□ SINGLE SHOT AIR GUNS^^p)^ 

□ 62 CAL. PAINT PELLET ^ 

□ 68 CAL. PAINT PELLET 

★ SERVICE TO EXISTING AIR GUN DEALERS 

★ TRAINING FOR AIR GUN GAME DEALERS 

★ STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT 

★ COMPLETE LINE OF WHOLESALE AIR REFILLS 
GUNS & AMMO. 



FOR INFO WRITE: 
GANG BUSTERS 

4722 C INTERSTATE DRIVE 
CINCINNATI. OHIO 45246 


or call: 

(513) 874-0182 
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GERBER BMF; 

64 40 95 retail | 

9 I ITa $i50.r ' 


The Gerber BMF (Basic Multi-Function) 
is the one survival knife that’s built to 
Gerber spec’s. With an 8" blade of 440A 
steel (^/4'' thick, 54-55 Rockwell hardness), 
full tang construction with striking buttcap 
and 13^4" overall length — the BMF weighs 
In at jusit 2B.5 ounces, complete with Cordura® 
jump sheath and kit. 

Nice touches abound. The handle is cov¬ 
ered with an Incredible non-slip “Cushion 
Grip^” of Dupont Hypalon®. The sheath has 
removable alice clips. The kit includes dia¬ 
mond sharpening steel and liquid-filled jeweled 
compass (nothing second class about Gerber!). 

The knife Is perfectly balanced. 

By special arrangement with Gerber, the Cutlery 
Shoppe will accept orders for knives without saw 
teeth at our regular price. 

For VISA, MASTERCARD and C.O.D. orders call toll-free 

1-800-231-1272 

MAIL ORDERS: Add $2 shipping. $7 outside cont. U.S.A., $6 C.O.D. 



Oppe 


220 N. 9th St. • Boise. ID 83702 • (208) 343-7640 




UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 

BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER 

SUPER SAVINGS 

★ FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. ★ 

★ FREE SHOULDER BAG WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $75.00 ★ 


G.l. MA-1 FLIGHT JACKET 

OD.CAMO,BLUE,BLACK XS-XL 

$ 45.00 

G.l. M-65 FIELD JACKET 

OD,CAMO,BUCK XS-XL 

$ 52.00 

G.l. A-2 DECK JACKET OD 

S-XL 

45.00 

G.l. LINER FOR M-65 

XS-XL 

15.75 

G.l. N2B FLIGHT PARKA 

SUB-ZERO S-XL 

85.00 

G.l. N3B FLIGHT PARKA 

SUB-ZERO XS-XL 

120.00 

U.S. FLIGHT VEST (LIKE MA-1 W/0 SLEEVES) 
OD.BLUE.CAMO.BLACK XS-XL 

36.00 

G.l. BUCK COMMANDO SWEATER 

STATE CHEST SIZE 

40.00 

G.l. PONCHO LINER, CAMO 

22.00 

G.l. SLEEPING BAG 

85.00 

T-SHIRT S/S CAMO 

S-XL 

2/10.00 

G.l. JUNGLE HAT — OD & CAMO 

67/b - 73/4 

10.00 

G.l. WOODLAND BDU SHIRT 

XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

25.00 

G.l. OD RIPSTOP SHIRT 

XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

25.00 

G.l. WOODLAND BDU PANTS 

XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

25.00 

G.l. OD RIPSTOP PANTS 

XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

25.00 

WOODLAND SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

45.00 

OD RIPSTOP SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

47.00 

G.l. JUNIORS SIZES 4-16 

CAMO 6 POC PANTS w/drawstring 

15.00 

CAMO TUBE SOX 

1 SIZE FITS ALL 

D3A GLOVE w/insert 

3/10.00 

14.50 

CAMO 4 POC SHIRT 

15.00 

S-M-L 


T-SHIRT 

2/9.00 

G.l. PLASTIC CANTEEN w/cover 

CANTEEN ^ OD or BUCK 

5.00 

BOMBER JACKET 

20.00 

COVER — OD.BUCK or CAMO 


M-65 STYLE JACKET 

ADJUSTABLE HAT 

35.00 

5.00 

VISA & MC ACCEPTED 
min. order $10.00 



FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 
WRITE: U.M.O. 

6221 6th AVE 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 1 


FOR ORDERS 


CALL: 1-800-521-2124 
IN N.Y. 718 439-6161 
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TASK FORCE 
PANCASAN 


Continued from page 43 

Six representatives of the group arrived 
the following day. We learned that they 
were draft evaders from Chontales who 
had gone east some months previously in 
an attempt to locate a rumored FDN 
camp in Zelaya. Being too far south, 
they could not find it. They still got a 
warm welcome from the local 
campesinos, who immediately ‘adopted’ 
them, offering them food, shelter and a 
protective screen of coireos. One of the 
boys, whose nom de guerre was 
Golondiina, told me with obvious 
emotion: “All the people here are 
helping us, and they told us that even if 
there were 500 of us instead of just 19, 
they would go without food themselves 
to feed us.” 

This small group of young campesinos 
was in fact a chilote, and the Pancasan 
had come face to face with its own 
history. 

In Nicaragua stories abound of the 
chilotes, the original anti-Sandinista 
resistance groups comprised of former 
Sandinista guerrillas and ordinary 
campesinos, who began armed resistance 
shortly after the victory of the revolution 
in July 1979, when the totalitarian nature 
of Sandinismo became apparent. 

Operating in the hills in bands of 10 to 
20, they gradually won the support of 
campesinos disillusioned with the Marxist 
course of the revolution. They eventually 
merged with the former National 
Guardsmen who were then active in the 
far north of Nicaragua. Thus the 
Nicaraguan Democratic Force was bom, 
with the CIA in the role of prescient 
midwife. 

Golondrina’s men were welcomed into 
the fold with open arms. They asked to 
remain where they were rather than join a 
roving FDN task force. Recognizing the 
opportunity to open an FDN branch 
office, this request was approved. Rifles 
and ammunition were left to supplement 
the weapons the chilote had captured 
from the Sandinistas. 

As we neared the TF Pancasan’s patrol 
base, the overcast skies began unloading 
their seasonal burden. This slows activity 
in Nicaragua’s civil war, but it takes 
more than a few inches of rain to quench 
thirst for liberty. As I prepared for my 
return to Honduras and North America, 
Dumas and his men rested. But 
Comandante Dumas was already talking 
with great expectation of his next foray 
into the heart of Nicaragua, hoping this 
time to lead 1,300 men instead of 350. 

As I began my muddy up-and-down 
tmdge toward the mountainous border, I 
was diverted briefly by a certain widow 
in the Jorge Salazar’s controlled zone 
who bid me farewell and a safe journey. 
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control. 
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airguns. 

Look for them at your local airgun 
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Her sentiments echoed the desires of 
poor, struggling farm families all around 
her: “We place our hopes first in God, 
then in the contras.” ^ 
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Continued from page 81 

antenna was still on the truck, we took along 
a ground plane RC 292 mast-mounted 
antenna instead. We had the best com¬ 
munications in the entire brigade airhead, 
but then that’s the way it always was. We 
didn’t keep saying, “shoot/move/commu¬ 
nicate,” back at Fort Sill for nothing. 

When everything was ready to go — at 
least as far as I could tell — we headed down 
to the departure airfield. We lifted off from 
Bien Hoa just prior to dawn on 25 August 
1965 for a 30-minute flight to the LZ. 

Vietnam at dawn in 1965 was a beautiful 
place. We left the twin smells of burning 
JP-4 jet fuel and a less-than-effective sewer 
system behind, and the green blanket of 
grasses, bamboo, forest and jungle hid 
Charlie and the Cyclo B girls. As morning 
began to blow the night’s darkness away, 
the sky marched through purple, pink and 
orange before finally settling into the typical 
deep blue of another full day. 

Battery personnel in the assault Hueys 
were positioned as per normal echelon for a 
field artillery battery displacenrtent. The 
advance recon party and I flew in the lead 
lift; recon included one man from each gun 
section who would use marker panels to 
guide that individual Blivet into position so 
that each gun would be unloaded at the exact 
firing point. There were also men from the 
XO’s (executive officer) firing command 
post (CP), armed with an aiming circle to 
lay the battery for immediate firing upon 
landing as well as FDC troops who would 
calculate initial firing data. The latter were 
critical: The guns had to register on a known 
point in order to confirm the location of 
battery center, and I had attached an aerial 
FO (forward observer) aloft in an L-19 to 
support this task. 

The operation looks like a Chinese fire 
drill, but it works amazingly well when 
everyone knows what he’s supposed to do. 
Our Blivets were following up in a later lift 
to deliver the guns after battery personnel 
were on the ground and the position area 
organized. On top of this seemingly dis¬ 
organized crew was one very reluctant Viet¬ 
namese interpreter. 

We started closing up on our LZ, and 
from my favorite seat in the slick — star¬ 
board door with feet on the skids — I could 
look ahead and see the Air Force F-lOOs 
completing their prep of the LZ and sur¬ 
rounding area. The napalm had pretty well 
burned off, and the warbirds were giving the 
tree lines hell with their 20mm cannons. 
Those armed with 500-pound bombs were 
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expending them on what might have been 
suspected VC locations. F-lOOs pulled up 
and temporarily out of sight as the first lift of 
Hueys charged in over the trees, each door 
gunner massaging the LZ floor with the 
ball/tracer mix of 7.62mm linked ammo 
from their M60s. Our tranquil sunrise scene 
was gone, but the morning had still lost 
none of its beauty. 

We were braced for anything when we 
touched down on the LZ, but it turned out to 
be a cold one. There was no cracking green 
AK-47 tracer to ruin our day; no one com¬ 
plained about that. The troops headed for 
tree-line assembly areas to regroup while 
more were lifted in, and then moved out to 
their assigned objectives. 

I took a look at the map and my fears of an 
improper insertion were confirmed by about 
a thousand meters, but Battery B could still 
carry out its mission from that location. 
Like the good general at Normandy, we 
began the war from where we landed. 

Gun section representatives were out 
with their panels, the FDC computer was 
given revised battery center data, and the 
XO’s rep began to orient his aiming circle in 
preparation for the arrival of the guns. Like 
so many airborne elephants dwarfing the 
escorting gunships (armed B-model Hueys 
at that stage of the war), the Blivets materi¬ 
alized in the distance above the tree line. 

Although their normal job up to that time 
was recovering downed aircraft, the Blivets 
performed like champs and guns were 
quickly disgorged. They lumbered off to 
continue with search and recovery, and 
were replaced by the F-lOOs who gave us a 
low pass over the LZ in a tight formation 
and then went home for breakfast. With 
ease of practice the battery was laid on the 
azimuth to support the infantry, and the 
troops prepared to fire in support of their 
mission. 

Battery B had an SOP “hot list” of three 
things to get done when occupying a posi¬ 
tion: First, ready the guns for fire, which 
included set-up of the FDC and the XO’s 
CP; second, build a wall of sandbags around 
each gun and the FDC, and finally, have 
each man dig his own foxhole from which to 
fight if we came under ground attack. I 
made sure these were accomplished with 
dispatch, and from the Purple Hearts I 
didn’t issue, it was pretty much a good idea. 

I’d also picked up a few other good ideas 
along the way, one coming from a crotchety 
old light colonel, Scott Olson, who had 
served with the Americal Division in the 
Pacific in World War 11. He was a leg and 
mean as hell, but he was a soldier. He told 
me that every unit which patrolled around 
its position at night was left alone by the 
Japanese. Those who felt they were secure 
enough to hop into the rack sooner or later 
got overrun, and greased, as they were cut¬ 
ting Zs. Olson’s advice had served me well 
during two earlier Special Forces tours in 
Vietnam, and I continued to apply it in the 
field artillery. It served me just as well in 
‘Nam as it did Olson in the South Pacific. 

As a result of this and a battery of good 
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people — troops, NCOs and junior officers 

— we didn’t have any good stories of 
bloody hand-to-hand fighting in the dark in 
the middle of the rice paddy, defending the 
guns and firing in support of the infantry. 
What we did do was our job: firing when 
and where the infantry wanted our 105nim 
rounds downrange. 

One enemy we couldn’t overcome was 
the weather. We had hit the LZ in the dry 
season, but it turned out to be the last day of 
the dry season. As every gun chief quickly 
found out, there’s no high ground in a rice 
paddy where you can set up to keep out of 
the mud and water. But as experienced 
NCOs, they all managed to find ways to 
keep their guns, ammo, equipment, troops 

— and themselves, of course — relatively 
dry. 

Even while it rained away, I did manage 
to keep our FDC the warm, dry and well-lit 
work place it was supposed to be. I had to 
contend with a swarm of frustrated III Corps 
MAAG (Military Assistance and Advisory 
Group) advisers who passed through to visit 
the 173rd in the ‘ Relative security of the rear 
... the artillery’ ’ — and who wanted out of 
the wet. It also took a great deal of com¬ 
mand “presence” to convince our Viet¬ 
namese interpreter that the FDC was not his 
personal hotel room, and to let the other 
officers around our position know that it 
wasn’t their mess tent. 

And the FDC did have enough work cut 
out for them without playing host to a bunch 
of dripping interlopers. While we were run¬ 
ning this op we had shot up all the 105mm 
ammo the brigade had brought from Okina¬ 
wa, and the supply line from the States had 
not yet filled up. Our brigade S4 kept busy 
scrounging guns and ammunition anywhere 
he could, and an odd lot it was. Between 
propellant charges, fuzes and projectiles, 
we had 42 different lots of ammo go through 
the guns before we returned to Bien Hoa. 

As the operation wound down the infan¬ 
try withdrew to the LZ which Battery B was 
occupying, and the lead battalion dropped 
off their 4.2-inch mortar platoon as they 
were extracted. I called the platoon leader 
over and let him know that he was a part of 
the brigade’s fire support element, now 
comprised of my 105s and his four-deuces. 

In older times back at Fort Bragg, 4.2- 
inch mortars had made up what were called 
field artillery mortar batteries which were 
used in support of the 82nd Airborne Divi¬ 
sion’s newly formed battle groups. As I 
gave the platoon leader orders describing 
his mission and told him to hook up comms 
between his chief fire direction computer 
and my chief fire direction computer, I 
heard something which I’m sure neither of 
us were meant to hear. 

“Thank God we’re back with the field 
artillery,” came a relieved mutter from be¬ 
hind a bush. I never did find out who said it, 
but I’m sure it was an old comrade in arms 
from an airborne field artillery mortar bat¬ 
tery at Bragg. 

Early the next day the second battalion of 
the Third Herd came into what by now had 
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become the extraction LZ. Charlie, being 
no dummy, hit the infantry during their ex¬ 
traction on the side of the LZ away from the 
battery. They obviously thought the chop¬ 
pers would get in the way of our guns. 

Wrong. Charlie forgot about high-angle 
fire where the tubes are elevated above 45 
degrees and fire like mortars. He also didn’t 
know that we had mortars, the 4.2-inchers 
dropped off by the infantry. 

In simple terms, we kicked Charlie’s ass 
that day. I’m told there were a whole bunch 
of chopper crews who tried to fold their 
heads into their boots when we opened up, 
but when they realized what we were doing 
they admitted it was a damned good idea. 

When things calmed down a bit and the 
extraction swung back into gear, I again saw 
my great green elephants of the sky, the 
Blivets, materialize out of the distant haze. 
We march-ordered the battery, got every¬ 
thing packed aboard, and lifted off from our 
soggy firing position back to Bien Hoa. 

As far as I was concerned, it had been a 
damned good operation. We had made a 
new concept — airmobiling artillery around 
the countryside — work without too many 
problems. And we had kicked Charlie’s butt 
every time the infantry had asked us to. As 
the concrete of Bien Hoa came up, the 
whole battery began to feel what I had felt so 
many times when leaving my Special 
Forces camps in the mountains: we were 
going home. Home at least to dry socks and 
sleeping bags, hot food prepared by a wait¬ 
ing mess sergeant and his cooks, an accu¬ 
mulation of mail, and maybe a stripe for 
someone in the battery. It wasn’t the U.S. of 
A., but it would do for the time being. 

In the back of our minds, though, we 
remembered that artillery is never really in 
reserve. Whether we fired from a flooding 
rice paddy in the middle of nowhere or from 
a dry firing pit in Bien Hoa, we were always 
on call. Maybe the harassment and interdic¬ 
tion schedule tonight would give us a few 
minutes to BS with our new sister battery 
across the road, the 161st Royal New Zea¬ 
land Field Artillery Battery. Or maybe it 
wouldn’t. ^ 


BULLETIN BOARD 


Continued from page 11 

be designed to prevent the M249 
from being fired at a higher cyclic 
rate than was intended). 

The 1,106 SAWs already in 
service with the 82nd Airborne 
Division, Rangers and the Infantry 
School at Fort Benning, Ga,, will 
stay in use. Teams of armorers will 
go to the units and make changes 
on the M249s already in the field. 
The Army plans to purchase 53,691 
of the remodeled SAWs by 1991 
and use the weapon well into the 
21st century. 

The Marine Corps is still moving 
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We also have a flared 2 ft. extension you may add to any of our 
blowguns for additional length. 

Our darts are mold injected and are ready to use, not k'rts. Our 
broadheads are steel, not plastic, like other companies offer. 

Our dart clip slides on to the blowgun easily and each one is 
designed to hold 12 darts. Our mouthpieces are curved to fit the 
mouth and are flat on top and bottom for men with rnustaches and 
beards. 

When a rubber tip is placed on the end it becomes an 
excellent hiking stick, cane, club or rifle rest. 

The bayonet spear is round and slides over the end of the 
blowgun. It has a screw clamp to hold it securely. Darts can be 
shot with the bayonet in position. 




COD’S ACCEPTED 
CALL 

TOLL-FREE 


Send $1.00 for 
Complete Catalog 


P.O. IM5 Dpi-si *1 • 1 R(\A ^ COLLEGE 

El ODrado AR 7S7JI • WWW W*TW I WW*F (&01)863S6&9 

1*1 In tan-iiJa CDiitatt Mil-Arm Co.Ltd., 10969 - 101 St.. Edmonton, Alberta T5 h 259 |4.| 


2101 N. COLLEGE 
(501)863 S6&9 


“BOBBIE LEA” 

We have commissioned internationally famous glamour artist, 
Terry Twigg, to create this beautiful portrait. We offer 18 x 24 
inch full color prints at the following prices: 

Prints numbered under 1000 autographed by the model, 

earliest orders receive lowest numbers.$10.00 

Unnumbered prints autographed by the model ^. $7.50 

Numbered — No autograph. $7.50 

Unnumbered — No autograph. $5.00 


Each blowgun comes with 24 all purpose steel shafted darts, 6 
steel tipped broadhead darts, 6 stun darts, 1 dart clip and rubber 

tip.2 Ft. Model $25.50. 3 Ft. Model $27.50, 4 Ft. Model 

$29.50, 4 Ft. Take Down Model $31 .SO. _ 

Accessory Prices — 

All purpose darts ... 3.50 doz. • Stun darts ... 5.00 doz. • 
Broadhead Darts 6.00 doz. ^ Velcro darts ... 6.00 doz. • Dart 
clip ... 2.00 • Bayonet... 17.50 • Wrist Strap ... 3.00 • Sling ... 9.00 
• Center Grip ... 5.00 • Decorative Accessories .,. 9.00 • Velcro 
Target & 1 doz. darts 15.00 • 2 Ft. Flared Extension ... 7.00 


Add $2.50 shipping and handling on all orders. 


full Speed ahead with procurement 
of the M249 in order to fill an urgent 
operational requirement. They have 
little choice: since their conversion to 
M16A2s, the Marines have no 
fulj-automatic weapons at the squad 
level. 


A nnouncements, 

REUNIONS... 

The 101st Airborne Division 
Association will hold its 41st 
annual reunion at Fort Campbell, 

Ky. Membership is open to any 
Army veteran who has worn the 
famous “Screaming Eagle” patch. 
Set for 4-7 June 1986, the reunion 
will be held in conjunction with the 
second annual reunion of the Strike 
Force Association, made up of 
men who served in 2nd Battalion, 
502nd Infantry in Vietnam. For 
more information write: Jim Gould, 
P.O. Box 455, Linden, Ml 
48451. 

If you were a military adviser to 
the South Vietnamese Armed 
Forces, especially during the 1972 
Easter Offensive, please write or call: 
Howard C.H. Feng, 2459 10th 
Ave., Honolulu, HI 96816, 
(808)948-6697 or 732-7232. 

Feng, a second lieutenant in the 
Army National Guard, is working on 
a master’s thesis analyzing ARVN’s 
response to the 1972 Easter 
Offensive by the NVA. 

A reunion of the First Special 
Service Force — cursed by World 
War II German commanders as 
“The Devil’s Brigade” — is set for 
14-16 August 1986 at the Colonial 
Inn in Helena, Mont. For more 
information write: Mark Radcliff, 
Force Headquarters, 11815 
Quarter Horse Court, Oakton, 

VA 22124. 


G uatemala 

GETAWAY... 

Central American travelers and 
professional adventurers looking for 
a pleasant repast can expect a warm 
reception at Freddie Gemandt’s 
Restaurante Europa in Guatemala 
City (Calle 11, Avenida 5, Zona 1; 
across from the Bank of America). 
The food is good and the mix of 
clientele interesting. Customers 
range from politicians to spooks to 
assorted expatriates and soldiers of 
fortune. Freddie is a 
straight-shooting character featured 
in Run for the Sun, the latest 
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adventure novel by Barry Sadler, 
author and composer of “The Ballad 
of the Green Berets.” You might 
even catch a glimpse of Sadler, 
SOF’s contributing editor for martial 
arts, who is a frequent visitor at 
Restaurante Europa. 


I NTELLIGENCE 
MUSEUM... 


A National Historical Intelligence 
Museum is being organized through 
donations to preserve the history of 
the spy business in the United 
States. Displays will span the course 
of American history and tell through 
visual displays fascinating stories 
from many eras. Displays will 
include items from the American 
Revolution, including early ciphers 
and invisible inks, plus extant 
information on Washington’s spy 
and counterspy network and British 
surveillance of Ben Franklin. The 
scope of artifacts expands in the 
museum’s treatment of the Civil War 
and increases even more for World 
Wars I and II, Korea, the Cuban 
Missile Crisis and Vietnam. Those 
interested in contributing funds 
should write for further information: 
Martin Cramer, c/o National 
Historical Intelligence Museum, 
1712 1 St. NW, Suite 1005, 
Washington, D.C. 


C ANADIAN 

DROP ZONE... 

An equipment collection point for 
western Canada has been 
established for SOF readers who 
wish to donate nonlethal supplies 
and material- — but not money — 
for the El Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund. Small and medium 
sizes only on military clothes and 
boots, please. Mail donations, 
including canteens, compasses, web 
gear, etc. (no weapons or 
ammunition) to: Wayne Lush, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 35, Cedar, 
British Columbia, Canada, 
VOR-IJO. 

Readers wishing to make 
donations of money to either the El 
Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund or 
the Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund 
may do so by addressing the desired 
fund at: P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. This is the only 
authorized address for accepting 
money for any and all 
SOF-sanctioned support funds. 
Clothing and nonlethal equipment 






it RARE COLLECTORS FINDt^ 

link’s Rhodesian Miiitary Camo Track Suits 

brand new & unissued 


World’s last supply. Issued to Police and Reserve Units for 
training, sport and Special Ops. 50% cotton/50% poly. 2-piece 
jacket with zipper, tight running pants with pocket, and leg 
straps per military specs. Only large and medium left. Tink has 
the lot, and is selling them first come, first serve for $69.95 
medium size. Less than 500 sets remain. Excellent for working 
out, hunting, lounging around, training or combat. Large 
pattern rated World Best Camo by the Pros. Illegal to wear In 
Africa. Send check, Money Order or Credit Card information 
including expiration date. Shipped postpaid for $69.95 for size 
medium; $99.95 for large and extra-large. 

Safariiand Hunting Corp. 

P.O. Box NN. Depl. S.O.F. 86. McLean. VA 22101 
No C.O.D.S. Payments in US funds only. 

Drawn on US banks only. 

Shipped UPS — give UPS address. 

Tel. 703/356-1997 or 703/356-0620. 

Catalog $1.00. 



Careers in Secret Operations 

Finding employment with CIA, FBI, DBA, the 
Secret Service, National Security Agency, and 
all services involved in clandestine operations. 

A “must” book, says ex-CIA Director 
Richard Helms. 

By David Atlee Phillips, a 25-year CLA veteran and 
founder of the Association of Former Intelligence 
Officers. Job descriptions and application tips and 
more. Phillips knows his stuff and tells you how 
to become a secret operative. Chapters on 
undercover operations, hazards of the trade, 
agent handling, opportunities for those without 
college degrees, and the agent’s jargon. In spy lingo, this 
book shows you how to “put in the plumbing” for an exciting and 
rewarding intelligence career. 


$8.95 prepaid: STONE TRAIL PRESS, Box 34320, Dept. SF, Bethesda, MD 20817 


V Firework^* 


1 Doz. Large Skyrockets ($8.75 value) free with $75.00 
purchase, Grarid Finale ($13.(X)value) free with $125,00 pur¬ 
chase. 1 Doz. Skyrockets and Grand Finale ($21.75 value) 
free with $175.00 purchase 2 Doz. Skyrockets and 2 Grand 
Finales ($43.50 value) free with $300.00 purchase. 4 Doz. 
Skyrockets and 4 Grand finales ($67.00 value) free with 
$500.00 purchase. Offer expires 1/1/87. Shipments wilt not 
be made to AZ. CA, CT, DE. GA. MA, ME. MN, NC, NH, NJ. 
PR, Rl, VT, Wl, WV. MINIMUM ORDER $30.00. 


NO. 

DESCRIPTION 

QTY. 

PRICE 

AMT 

B1 

40 pkqs of 40 Lady Fingers 


550 


82 

80 Dkgs of 16 1" Firecrkrs 


5.50 


83 

40 pkqs of 16 IVi" Firecrkrs 


5.50 


84 

80 pkqs of 16 IW” Firecrkrs 


8.50 


85 

20 pkgs of 1001 Vj" Firecrks 


15.00 


88 

72 PCS M-50. 60 or 70 


10.75 


89 

3600 pcs Firecracker Asst 


20.00 


F10 

48 pkqs of 12 Jumpinq Jks 


9.75 


H12 

1 dz Assorted Fountains 


5.50 


M17 

8dz fflO Colored Sparklers 


4.50 


R22 

1 dz 10 Ball Roman C wo/rpl 


6.50 


R23 

1 dz 10 Ball Roman C w/rpt 


7.50 


S24 

1 or Bottle Rockets w/rpt 


3.75 


S25 

1 qr Whst Bottle RktS w/rptj 


7.50 


S26 

1 dz asst Small Rockets 


4.00 


S29 

1 dz asst Medium Rockets 


6.00 


S31 

1 dz Iq Westlake Rockets 


8.75 


S33 

1 dz Iq Peacock Rockets 


0.75 


S34 

1 dz Outer Space Rockets 


8.75 


S35 

3 dz assi Rockets (1-4 oz} 


15.00 


S36 

3 dz asst Iq Rockets (B oz) 


25.00 


U38 

1 dz sm Festival Balls 


11.00 


U40 

4 pcs #100 Shells 


22.00 


U41 

% dz Single Night Parchts 


2.50 


X43 

1 dz 2 Stage Space Jets 


4,50 


X44 

% dz extra ig Airplanes 


4.50 


Y47 

1 PC 25 Shot Saturn Battrv 


2.25 


Y49 

1 pc too Shot Barrage 


3.75 


Y50 

1 pc Kaleidoscope 


3.75 


Y53 

1 pc 96 Shot Pearl Flower 


7.50 


Y56 

1 pc 37 Shot Victory 


13.00 


Y50 

1 pc 61 Shot March Cicads 


13.00 


Y62 

1 pc 61 Shot Crazy Bees 


13.00 


Y65 

1 pc 100 Shot Bouguet 


20.00 


A66 

Bargain Basement Asst 


25.00 


A67 

Power Pack 


50.00 


A68 

Magnum Power Pack 


$100. 


A69 

Bonanza Box 


$200. 


C72 

Merchandise Total 




C73 

Addtl Freight (where aoDt) 




C74 

Grand Total 




C75 

Code 33 





To order by mall, fill out this order form and send it with 
your payments to: 


SEASONAL MERCHANDISE CO., INC., Box 426, South 
Milwaukee, Wl 53172. No C.O.D.’s. Money orders. 
MASTERCARD. VISA or cashier's check only. 

To order by phone, credit card orders only, call toll free 
1-800-323-1151 anytime. WE NEVER CLOSE. All other 
inquiries call 1-414-764-6092, 

Prices subject to change without notice. In the event we 
are out of an item, another item of equal or greater value 
will be substituted. 

We cannot ship to post office boxes: we must have a street 
address. Many states and localities require a permit. It is 
your responsibility to obtain one if necessary. However, 
we will ship to you if we have a signed copy on file of the 
release shown below. We cannot answer questions regard¬ 
ing state or local regulations as they are too numerous to 
compile. Nor can we be responsible for loss of merchan¬ 
dise due to legal action once it leaves our warehouse. 
Shipment will be made at no charge to you except to the 
following destinations: AK. HI. Two day air freight is avail¬ 
able to all destinations at a minimum charge of $17.00 plus 
20% of the merchandise total (line C72); AK, HI $10.00 
additional. Shipments cannot be traced until 10 days have 
elapsed. All orders shipped within 48 hours 5/1-7/15: 
slightly longer at other times. 

AGREEMENT AND RELEASE FROM LIABILITY 

I _ . hereby agree 

and state that in consideration of, and as a condition of 
this sale: 

1. I am at least 18 years of age. 

2. I understand that fireworks are DANGEROUS and must 
at all times be handled and used with caution and I will 
assume all risks regarding them. 

3. 1 will only use this merchandise in strict compliance 
with all municipal, county, state and federal rules, 
regulations, ordinances, statutes and laws in effect in 
the state of destination and I will obtain any and all 
applicable permits and/or licenses in accordance 
therewith. 

4. I understand that SEASONAL MERCHANDISE CO., 
INC. shall not be liable in any civil action or lawsuit for 
any accident or injury caused by or alleged to be caused 
by the transportation, handling, storage, sate or use of 
this merchandise, and I specifically release and agree to 
hold harmless the above named from all liability what¬ 
soever. by any person or entity. 

5. Buyer's acceptance of merchandise binds buyer to 
above agreement. 

SIGNATURE_ DATE_ 

CHARGE CARD EXPIRATION DATE_ 

CARD NUMBER_ 

PHONE NUMBER & AREA CODE_ 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ STATE ZIP _ 
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HI-POWER MODEL 

PELLET RIFLES 


Single Pump Break Action * Adult Type 

300 Yard Range *5-Year Manufacturer Warranty 

.177 Cal. (4.5 mm) Lead Air Gun Pellet 


Model 61 • Order No. AC-61 


Model 62 - Order No. AC-62 


Model B3-1 MAGNUM 
Order No. AC-B3-1 


200 Pellets per box 
to boxes per carton 
Order No. AC-C6253 


Extra 

LEAD PELLETS 


PER 

CTN. 

2000 PELLETS 


M.OO Postage & Handling Per Air Rifle ORDER BY MAIL FROM: 

MIDWEST SPORT DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

Lucky Street, Box 129f , Fayette, Mo. 65248 5 /"“ 
VISA-M.C,-AM EXP. & C.O.D. ^^otaio 

ORDERS ONLY 1-800-248-5128 or 1-800-227-1617 Ext. 601 


TOLL-FREE 

24-Hours 


BLUE ANGEL 



WIN A TRIP FOR 2 

TO NEW YORK CITY 
IN BLUE ANGEL S 
Mils Liberty Sweepstakes 


□ Please send me your FREE 19B6 GIANT COLOR CATALOG KIT. 

NAME _ —___ 

ADDRESS _ __ ... 

CITY __ ^ STATE 

Blue Angel Fireworks vp 

P.O. Box 29. Dept SF-66, Columbiana, Ohio 


^ N' / Miss LIBERTY SWEEPSTAKES 
lAt Details and Entry Blank Included 

y With your 1986 CATALOG. Don’t Miss 
Your Chance At Seeing TTie World’s 
Write or Call; L« 3 e« Fireworts Display! 

laOO-KABOOMS. I.8M/522-6667 or 216/746.1064 



HIUTAKY 

LJEAEMBIUI’ 

ON 

T-SHIRTS 


PftTTQli 


mjwakthuh 


100% White Cotton T-Shirt 

$9.95 ! 

Add $1,75 Postage/Handling. Other Products 
Available. Send for Catahg-$2 (refunded 
wj first purchose). Dealer Inquiries Welcome. 


XOnTGOnur 


D Lee D Montgomery 
Q Potton D MocArt/iur 
DRomme/ ClNopo/eon 
□ Oonrtz □ Nimitt 


CALIFORNIA CORPORATION 220 REDWOOD HWY, #440 MILL VALLEY. CA 94941 


donations also arc welcome at this 
address. 

Those wishing to donate medical 
supplies or equipment, or money 
earmarked for medical relief 
operations, may send their 
tax-deductible contributions to: 
Refugee Relief International 
Inc., 1105 Balmora Drive, 
Lafayette, CO 80026. 


M aster of 

TERROR-MONIES... 

Iran has recently appointed an 
interior minister well-suited to his 
task of keeping tabs on internal 
dissent and spending money to 
support terrorism. Hojatollesiam 
Sayed Ali-Akbar Mohtashami-pur’s 
last job was as ambassador to Syria 
for Ayatollah Khomeini. During his 
tenure in Damascus from 1982-85, 
Mohtashami organized and 
coordinated the Islamic Jihad terror 
operations in Lebanon from the 
Iranian Embassy in Syria, according 
to separate SOF sources in 
Washington, Israel and Iraq. 

Intelligence sources say 
Mohtashami was in charge of 
coordinating a string of terrorist 
attacks in and around Beirut in 
1983, resulting in heavy loss of life. 
These included the 18 April truck 
bombing of the U.S. Embassy in 
Beirut, the truck bombing of the 
U.S. Marine BLT compound and the 
French army compound on 23 
October, and the 4 November truck 
bombing of an Israeli army 
checkpoint near Tyre. 

The same sources link 
Mohtashami to the 1984 truck 
bombing of the U.S. Embassy annex 
in the Beirut suburb of Aukar and 
the 1985 hijacking of TWA flight 
847. 

Mohtashami was bom in Tehran 
in 1946. He began his theological 
studies in Qom in 1962. His mentor 
and spiritual leader, Khomeini, fled 
to exile in Iraq following an abortive 
coup in 1963. Mohtashami joined 
Khomeini in 1966, and they 
remained in Iraq until 1978, when 
Khomeini was expelled. Mohtashami 
followed him to France and became 
Khomeini’s office manager in Paris. 
He joined Khomeini in a triumphant 
return to Iran in 1979. He later 
became a member of Khomeini’s 
select committee to oversee the 
operation of Mostaz-afin, a special 
fund taken over from the Shah’s old 
Pahlavi Foundation. Mostaz-afin is 
reputed to be a major Iranian 
channel for funding terrorist 
activities. 
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JIM >V^OODS’ 



DEFENSE 

>VEAPONS 


PERSONAL PROTECTION IS YOUR 
PERSONAL CHOICE 



RUSH ME MY COPY OF SOPS ACTION SERIES! 
I’VE INDICATED MY CHOICE BELOW. 

NAME_ 


RIFLES 

CARBINES 

SHOTGUNS 

HANDGUNS 

MONSTER 

MAGNUMS 

>VOMEN AND 
GUNS 

OWING A GUN — 
DO’S and DON’Ts 

SPORTING ARMS 
FOR DEFENSE 


DOIVT FORGET 
THESE OTHER FINE 
ACTION SERIES 
ISSUES: 


ADDRESS 


CITY_ 

Payment must accompany order. 

□ Check/money order enclosed. 

CLIP COUPON & MAIL TO: 

SOPS ACTION SERIES 
P.O. BOX 693 
BOULDER, CO 80306 


_^STATE_ZIP_ 

Defense Weapons _copies (x$2.50)_ 

On The Edge copies (x$2.50)_ 

Fighting Elite copies (x$2.50)_ 

Vietnam copies (x$3.50)_ 

American Soldiers 

of Fortune copies (x$3.50)_ 

Postage & Handling _$1_^ 

3.6% sales tax _ 

(Colo. Res.) 

Total amount enclosed _ 


Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for your copy to be mailed. Foreign orders add $2.00 per copy additional postage. 
U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer expires 12/31/86. 


• ON THE EDGE 

• FIGHTING ELITE 

• VIETNAM 

• AMERICAN 
SOLDIERS OF 
FORTUNE 











SUPPLY LOCKER 



Offering 

My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non<Gtare Mat Combat Finish 


440 C ^ 
Blade with > 

Saw Teeth 
ThotWorkf 
13” overotl 
length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheoth. 


Only 

* 225 “ 


Photo by Mother 
Eorth Now* 


Knives 


Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robert Porrith 

1932 Spartonburg Hwy. KendersonvUle, NC 28739 
Phone (704) 692-3466 
Send SASE for more information 


WIRELESS MICROPHONES! 

(MINIATURE FiiTRANSMITTERS) 


OT-BSJ 52D.00 

FREQUENCY RANGE 07-108 MHz 
TRANSMITS UP TO 300 FEET IN AN 
OPEN PLACE. 8. ABOUT 200 FEET 
INDOORS QR THROUGH BARRIERS. 
ADD SI.60 SALES TAX (TEXAS ONLY) 

K-O® $135.55 

FREQUENCY RANGE 87-106 MHz 
TRANSMITS UP TO 2 MILES IN AN 
OPEN PLACE, and about I MILE 
INDOORS OR through BARRIERS 
ADD $0.31 SALES TAX (TEXAS ONLY) 


HIGH CALIBER SPORT SHIRTS! 
WITH POCKET 


DN-6 


DN-7 


SPORT SHIRTS 


Price Includes Postage & Handling (Shipped First Class Mail) 
Money Orders prompt, priority shipping 


FAILSAFE ELECTRONICS 
504 West 24lh SI.. Suite 129 
Austin. Texas 76705 


ORDER DIRECTLY OR SEND $2 00 FOR CATALOG 
(REFUNDABLE WITH ORDER) 


STATE SIZE & DESIGN NUMBER! 


SHIRT COLORS: Ught Blue. Tan & White 
All Shirts Made in USA! 

For Overseas Air Mail add $2.75/item. 


PLEASE PRINT 

NAME _ 

STREET_ 

CITY_ 

STATE_ZIP_ 

ADD $2.25 PER UNIT FOR SHIPPING/HANDLING 


make payment to: 


SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS [SLP] 
1105 N. Main St. (Suite 2A) 
Gainesville, Fla. 32601 


lUNIT PRICEITOTAL PRICE 


SHIPPING/HANDLING _ 

SALES TAX (TEXAS ONLY) 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


We Carry Many Vietnam T-Shirts 
24 Page Catalog $2.00 — Free With 
Purchase From This Ad 


NUMBAH ONE T-SHIRTS 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2^/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


Front & Back Protector .... $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels.$27.50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


(Sin Loi Victor Charlie means tough shit VC) 

Monoy Ordera prompt, prfortty ahipplng 

CAPS&T-Shlrt8$9 ■ EOCh (includes p&h) 

I Shirts Screened Front & Back; "Nq Cheap Charlier~] 
OP available if specified: STATE SIZE & STYLE NO. 
For Overseas Air Mail add $2.25/item. 


SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS inc.[SLPI] 
1105 N. Main St. Suite 2A#2 
Gainesville, FI. 32601 _ 


We Carry Mony VIETNAM T-Shirts 
Send $2 for Catalog [free with purchase] 


H tli£ Htn 




apari 




j SihjtLL 


‘^FRIEND AND FAMILY PROTECTOR” 

LOYAL • INTELLIGENT • COMPANION FOR YOUR 
FAMILY’S SECURITY WHILE YOU ARE AWAY. 

EVEN TEMPERAMENT ideal for the family with small 
children, The TIMBER SHEPHERD^^ is bred exclusively as 
a natural protector and a trustworthy working companion for 
the entire family. 

DO NOT CONFUSE the TIMBERSHEPHERDTm with the 
Vi wolf Vi shepherd mix, pooriy bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a home companion or working dog. 

The TIMBERSHEPHERDTM is 37.5% TIMBERWOLF/ 
62.5% GERMAN IMPORT SHEPHERD, 4th generation hybrid, 
taking 7 years to produce from North American Gray 
Timberwolves and the FINEST German Import Shepherds. 
LONGER LIFE SPAN/KEENER SENSES over the 
German Shepherd, Rottwieler, or Doberman Pincher. 

OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive and most 
credible, employing the latest techniques and standards 
currently in use by the U.S. Dept, of Defense Military 
Working Dog Program. FULL HEALTH. TEMPERAMENT, 
HIP GUARANTEES, SHIPPING AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE. 
Registerable with the American TIM BERSHEPHERD^” Assn. 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-6B, Aiken, S.C. 29B01 (803) 649-5936 (24 • hour) 
Info, includes S. W. A.T. & Survival Guide magazine articles. 
-SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE- 


SBLMEn OF PaRTLINK. 
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Aviation A.v^ibrarv 


presents 



Hell 
For 
Leathernecks 

Classic liaiid to hand Marine combat foolagc 
where you stake your life out on a battle ravaged 
stretch of beachhead. A triple threat combination 
of great Marine history. 

• To the Shores of two Jima: The 
tougiiest 26 days in Marine history as they took 
on 20,000 crack Japanese troops Inch by inch 
the Leathernecks fought their way up ML 
Suribachl resulting in 4000 Marines paying the 
ultimate price for an island fortress termed 
impregnable. 

• Chosin to Hungnam: The epic bloody 
march to the sea by the Marine IsL Bitter rt. 
horcan cold and red snipers dogged every step. 
Two hundred thousand troops and refugees 
stubbornly fought a way out from the jaws of 
defeat. 

• The Marine Sniper; Demanding cool 
nerve marksmanship and physical endurance 
these military ‘‘hit men" can disappear Into 
undergrowth with special M-40 A1 rifles and 
scopes to seek out "spcciar‘ targets. The criterion 
for this deadly game is..,one shot one kill. 

A solid hour of lighting Marines at their best 

Only $ 49.95 Specify Beta or VMS 
Send $49.95 + $3 shipping flf handling to 
FERDE GROFE FILMS 
3100 Airport Avenue, Suite 220 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
Visa &: Mastercard include card no. &r Exp, date. 

ORDER TOLL-FREE (800) 854 0561. exL 925 
In Calif. (800) 432-7257. exL 925 

L CA residents add 6'/i% sales tax , 



A 480 page, ZVz lb. parts catalog^ 
listing military commercial, anti- 
q^ue U.S. and Foreign gun parts. 
The most complete parts listing 
in the world! Used by govt.,agen¬ 
cies and professional gunsmiths. 
Order now, receive $3 certificate 
toward purchase of any catalog 

te95pp<i. 


Numrich. ARMS 


CORP 


West Hurley, NY 12491 


REPIIEA SUNS, UNIFORMS 
RANaRIBRONSvMBUlS 


Send $3.00 for Illustrated Catalog 



AICHER& PRESLEY 
MILITARY SUPPLIES 


4933 EAST TULARE 
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93727 


ELITE INSIGNIA! 



French Foreign Legion Para 
metal beret badge. Guaranteed 
original issue, made famous by 
Legionnaires and mercenaries 
worldwide $8.95, ppd. 



SS death’s-head cloth badge. 
Exactly reproduced using the 
original "bevo” woven con¬ 
struction. Color is black/gray. 

$3.95, ppd. 

Our latest 68 page catalog of 
world military insignia, books and 
gear is $1 (free with any order). 

Lancer Militaria 
Box 886-S, Sims, AR 71969 



LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

$1295 

Add $1.05 Hndi 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/bel’t clip. Money Back 
Guatanteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK-6-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11S90 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 


■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible” to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low ProtUe” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT—and MORE! 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 



EDEN PRESS _ 

I 11623 Slater “C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
I Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add 

* Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 

I (California residents please add 6% sales iv-l 

I □ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. | 

I Name _ | 

I Address | 

I City - I 

tmwm khhhhS H il£__ I 



TERRORISM iIND 
COUNTER-TERRORISM 


DISRUPTIVE TERRORISM 
by Victor Santoro 

One lone individual with a .22 
rifle can disrupt electrical power 
for an entire city. This chilling 
book examines in step-in-step 
detail all the ways our society is 
vulnerable to international ter¬ 
rorists. One of the most signi¬ 
ficant books ever published on 
terrorism, "...we// researched, 
based on authoritative sources, 
compact, and well-written." 

— POLICE MARKSMAN MAGAZINE 
5V2 X BVa, 144 pp, soft cover. $7.95 

GETAWAY: 

Driving Techniques for Escape and Evasion 
by Ronald George Er1ksen2^^ 
This exciting book covers 1 
everything you need to know to ' ^ 
escape from terrorist attacks 
and kidnapping attempts. High¬ 
speed cornering, the bootleg¬ 
ger’s turn, ramming through 
roadblocks, vehicle security, 
how to elude a tail, and more. 

The author is a veteren dirt track 
racer, and graduate of high 
performance driving schools. 

"James Bond lives !"— Library Journal 
S'/i X B'/z, 48 pp, illustrated, soft cover. $5.95 



LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED PO Box 1197 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 

1 have enclosed $2 tor shipping and handling along 
with the price of the following books: 


Address- 


City/State/Zip . 


JUNE 86 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 119 


SUPPLY LOCKER 



















































SUPPLY LOCKER 


Leorn the 

SHARPENING SECRETS 
of Q Pro! 


MNGI 



THE FIRST COMPLETE BOOK 
EVER PUBLISHED ON SHARPENING 

• Contoins oil-new unpublished moteriol 

• Answers to most osked questions 

• Exploins the theory of shorpening 

• Step by step shorpening of the most populor 
edged tools 

• Shows YOU how to do it 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 

$12.50 

(odd i2.00shfpping/hondiing) 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

RAZOR EDGE SYSTEMS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 150 DEPT. S-6 
ELY, MN 55731 


SAVE 50% TO 75% 

BY MAKING YOUR OWN 

KEVLAR® 

BODY 

ARMOR 

We offer the same KEVLAR® 
Fabric used in major brand 
soft body armor, by the 
yard. 

You can make body armor 
or make products which are 
not availabie commerciaily 
iike vehicle panel inserts. 
Find out what your commer- 
ciai vest wili stop without 
weakening it. 38-inch wide 
Keviar® Fabric, 1 yd. sampie 
$30. — 2-9 yds. $27. yd. — 
10 yds. $25. yd. 

BULLETPROOF 

7042 N. Greenview 
Chicago, IL 60626 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 

From time to time, we make our list of 
customers’ names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com¬ 
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mail¬ 
ings, and want your name on our sub¬ 
scriber list only, please write us, en¬ 
closing your mailing label. 

Please address your request to: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 



PLACE LABEL HERE 


★ ★★★ YOUROWN ★★★★ 

ARMED SERVICES RING 

LAYERED IN RICH 18KT GOLD 

Set With a Ruby-Red 
3 Carat, Faceted Stone 



SHOOTS DARTS II^mI 
PELLETS TOO 

FIRES 20 BB'S WITHOUT RELOADING! 

Exciting to handle . . all the heft and balance of 
a real .451 Authentic “cock and slide” pump 
action. Powerful! Fires .177 Pellets at a muzzle 
velocity of 170 Feet Per Second. Clip holds up 
to 20 BB's. Fires Darts and .177 Pellets also. 
Economical — no C02 cartridges required. A 
thrilling postol for both target and varmit chasing. 
2 Safety Catches. Weighs a hefty 1 lb.-8oz. Maxi¬ 
mum Range 150 Yards. Not sold in N.Y.S. or N.J. 

No. 2270—Marksman Pistol .$24.95 

No. 2099—Box of 400 BB’s .$ 2.98 

No. 2100—Box of 200 (.177 Cal) Pellets ....$ 2.98 

No. 2104-Box of 12 Darts.$ 4.98 


Send Order To: FOSTER-TRENT, INC., DEPT. 861-EA, 
2345 BOSTON POST RD., LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538. 
Include $1.90 Postage & Handling. 


MOVING? 


One For Every Branch: 

ARMY, NAVY, MARINE & AIR FORCE 

IT’S OFFICIAL! Now, you can get an ARMY, NAVY, 
MARINE or AIR FORCE RING, no matter how long 
it has been since you served! Here's the ring you 
always wanted — so rugged ... so manly and so 
finely detailed. Each one has deeply sculpted 
official insignia and symbols for that particular 
branch of service. Electroplated in GENUINE 18 KT 
GOLD... not ordinary plating but certified HEAVY 
GOLU Electroplate that will last and last! Big, 
3 CARAT Multi-faceted, Ruby-Red Stone. It’s the 
ring you can really wear with pride because you 
served your country well. Available in sizes 7-13. 


WHEN ORDERING: SEND SIZE OR A SLIP OF 
PAPER CUT TO YOUR SIZE—BE SURE TO SPECIFY 
ARMY. NAVY, MARINE OR AIR FORCE 


No. 5623—Armed Services Ring.$12.95 

Special; Two only $22.95 


VISA & MASTERCARD PHONE SERVICE 

call: (914)834-7370 Between 9:30-4:30 
Eastern TIME 


Send Order To: FOSTER-TRENT, INC., DEPT. 861-E 
2345 BOSTON POST RD., URCHMONT, N.Y. 10538, 
include $1.90 Postage & Handling. 



0^ COMBAT 
GAME EQUIPMENT 


Cily/Stale/ZIp 

Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, 
P.O. Box 34Ss Mt. Morris, IL 61054 


• Selection Of Marking Guns 
Single Action & Semi-Auto 

• Washable Marking Pellets 

(4 Colors) 

• Complete Game Supplies 

• High Cash ProfitjLow Prices 

• No Franchise of Royalty Fees 

• Bulk Rates 

m Prompt Professional Service 

• All Orders Shipped UPS 


Dealer Info. Writer 

THE ULTIMATE GAME; P.Q. Box 1855 
Ormond Beaph, EJorida 33075 

P.S. CALL US AT: 

904/677-4358 
or 904/677-4363 


1Sa SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JUNE as 


























CIANT SALE! 


Ultra-Sensitive 

MicronTransmitter 


FOLDING 

tlFEKNIFE‘ 


Save $20. 


Only $29’ 


This amazingly powerful micro-miniature FM transmitter 
(smaller than your thumb) can pick up whispers from 25 feet 
away, and broadcast every sound to an FM radio hundreds of 
feel away! Perfect for security monitoring, wireless micro¬ 
phone. baby minder, law enforcement, and much more. NOT A 
KIT — comes completely assembled & ready to use (batte^. 
antenna, and tuning wand included Free). Limited offer, while 
supplies last. Only 1 to a customer. (Regularly $49.95.) Now, 
send $29.95 + $2.75 shipping ($32.70). Foreign orders add $5. 


Telephone Recording Device 


Save $10. Only$19’s 

This tiny electronic marvel turns your cassette recorder into 
an efficient, automatic, and totally silent telephone recording 
system. Starts recorder when phone is lifted, records both sides 
of conversation with crystal clear fidelity, slops recorder when 
phone is hung up. Easily installed anywhere along phone lines. 
regularly $29.95. Send only $19.95 + $2.75 shipping ($22.70). 
Foreign add $5.00. 


Fabulous new 30 Hr Tape Recorder! 
Price Slashed to only $129.95 


That's right, a full 30 hours on one cassette tape! Our 
newest long-play 30 hr cassette recorder debuts here for the first 
time! Regular price is a low $209.95. but during this introductory 
sale we're almost giving them away at only $129.95! 

The brand-new X.TEN 30 hour Recorder can record and play 
all your regular cassettes at the standard speed. Then flip the 
switch to the X-Tended Speed, and increase recording time by an 
amazing 1,000%! Get 30 hrs on a 180 min. cassette. (20hr5 on a 
120, 15hrs on a 90. & lOhrs on a 60). Perfect for security 
monitoring, classes lectures, business meetings, & more. You'll 
never see a price this low again! Send only $129.95 -f $7.05 
shipping ($137.00). Foreign add $9.50. 

Items above carry a 100% guarantee! Our fantastic giant 
catalogue packed with surveillance & counter-surveillance elec¬ 
tronics, security devices, laser weapons, kits, plans, books & 
much more FREE with order, or send S2.00 for catalogue only. 
(Refundable). Send name, address, item(s) you're ordering, & 
payment to: 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS 

15015 Ventura Blvd., Dept. F6 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 (818) 509-9124 






LIFEKNIFE does it again! 

The world’s first FOLDING hol¬ 
low handle survival knife! 3Vi” 
440 stainless lock back blade, Du¬ 
Pont Zytel hollow handle contains 
suture, scalpel, disinfectant, butter¬ 
fly bandages, needles, hooks, line, 
sinkers, snare wire, matches and 
sealed by liquid luminous compass, 
or add what you want! Includes 
nylon belt pouch. Send $29.95 -h 
3.00 shipping and insurance to: 

LIFEKNIFE 

Box 771 SOF 

Santa Monica, CA 90406 

Money Back Guarantee 
Calif. Res. Add 6 V 2 % 


HOW TO FIND 
ANYONE ANYWHERE 

Many people have objected to the publication of 
this hardcore collection of top investigative secrets. 
But here it is for you to use as you see fit. A virtual 
encyclopedia on the topic of locating missing 
persons now in use by over 7000 professional 
investigators. 

Disclosed are certain methods of access to 
national networks of information both public and 
private — including credit card records, drivers 
license files, government records and long dis¬ 
tance telephone records. You will quickly learn 
how to make national sweeps of information, 
develop confidential sources and much more. It 
will make or break any investigation. With certifi¬ 
cate of completion IN MISSING PERSONS INVES¬ 
TIGATION ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL ASSOCIA¬ 
TION OF INVESTIGATIVE SPECIALISTS .$19.95. 

OTHER TITLES: (with certificates) 

CHECK YOUR CHOICE ORDER FORM 

□ HOW TO FIND ANYONE ANYWHERE: .$19.95 
n HOW TO MAKE MONEY AS A PROCESS 

SERVER:. $17.95 

□ PHYSICAL SURVEILLANCE TRAINING 

MANUAL:.$17.95 

□ ADVANCED LIE-DETECTION:.$10.00 

Ship order to: 

Name-- 


City/State/Zip_ 

□ Bill my: □ VISA □ MASTERCARD 

No_Exp_ 

send order to 

THOMAS PUBLICATIONS 

P.O. Box 33244 Austin, TX 78764 

Book cataloge on Investigation free with each 
order or send $2.00 to the above address. 


Be a DETECTIVE 

lilTTriTiTIIilTlil 









NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 
Me n - Women - Learn fro m the experts. Train at ho m e fo r an 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will learn how to conduct any 
investigation, how and where to find that first job. and 
much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 
The BEST training available at the BEST 
price. Prove it to yourself by investigating 
before you invest. Send NOW for full facts. . 


^1 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 


Rush FREE lads. Show me how t can learn ai home to be a Private 
investigator. No obligation. No salesman will call. 


“For An Education That Works” 


SPECIAL ACTION 
COMMANDO SCHOOL 
TRAINING CENTER 




SPECIAL FORCES TRAINING in the 
following areas: Unconventional Operations; 
Counter Insurgency Ops; Sniper Techniques, 
SF Patrolling Tactics; Pathfinder Ops; Field 
intelligerx^e; immediate Action brills; Special 
Mission Weapons; Exotic Weapon Systems; 
Electronic Srourity Measures; SMG/GPMG 
Familiarization; Survival Tactics; Adjustment 
Procedures for Artillery and TAG-AIR, and 


COURSES AVAILABLE: 7 DAY PROGRAMS 

BASIC COMMANDO COURSE (BCC) 
INTERMED. COMMANDO COURSE (ICC) 
ADVANCED COMMANDO COURSE (ACC) 
SNIPER COURSE (SN) 

ESCAPE & EVASION (E&E) 

COLD WEATHER TRAINING (CWT) 

CUSTOM TAILORED TRAINING 
PROGRAMS AVAILABLE. SPECIAL 
OPERATIONS TEAM AVAILABLE FOR 
DEPLOYMENT. (Advance notice yields best 
results.) 

For a brochure detailing alt data, writb to: 

SACS-TC 

POB 506, Pecos, New Mexico 
87552 Brochure $5.00 U.S. Funds 
(505)757-6933 

(current year supercedes alt previous data) 

If the proper fee is not sent for brochure, your 
inquiiy will be disregarded. 


BOOKS FOR 
PROFESSIONALS 


HOW TO FIND MISSING PERSOP^S 
by Rona/d Gitonpo Ertksen 2 
This is the single best bDOk on „ . .s- " "M 
the subject ever published. mis.<TvcVe rsos5 j 

Locate nearly any missing ... 

person. Private detectives, pro- 

cess servers, auto repossessors, ^ 

and police officers can all learn 

from this professional manual. V 

Get almost any records you H 

need, including credit card mM ■ 

records, telephone company f _ W 

records, post office, utility ^ 

companies, drivers license records, and even bank 

and medical records! You can find anyone using this 

book! 5!^ X 96 pp, Illustrated, soft cover. $9.95 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN THE BLACK MARKET 

by Burgess La ughlin _ 

The perfect book for all 
mercenaries! If you're look- 
ing for high-risk, high- 
paying work, try the black 
market! Discusses pay. or- 
ganization, risks, advance- 
ment, culture, society, I BLACK 
prices and benefits, as well 
as retailers, wholesalers. 
middlemen, entrepreneurs. 
and their assistants. Every- 

thing from drugs and pimping to people-smuggling, 
gambling and bootlegging. If it's black market, it's in 
this book! 

5!^ X 8%, 144 pp, Illustrated, soft cover. $9.95 


Loompanics Unlimited / PO Box 1197 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 


Name_ 

Address_ 

City -State Zip_ w 

Please enclose $2 for shipping and handling, m 
Thank yOij for yOr-'r Ora^r' 2 
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PULLOVER (PARKA) 

NOW AVAILABLE IN TWO FINE FABRICSI 
A strong, light-weight, wind 
resistant but breathable f \ ^ 
parka now available In two lj<> 
fine fabrics: (1) 50/50 poly/ \ C 
cotton in Woodland ^ 

Camoflage, Olive ^ J \ 

Drab (OD) Green, f ^ \ 

Navy, Off-White, / . . * r: ♦ \ 

Tan, Black. Grey, / ^ \ 

Lt. Blue, Maroon / , a \ 

and Cactus K j\ | 

(2) 100% Nylon V \ 

Oxford in Navy. / /- ^ \\ 

Royal Blue. c' / / \ I J 

Scarlet, Maroon. I . \ 

Silver Gray and 
iKelly Green. 

SIZES: S(36-38), M(40-42). $0095 

L{44-48) and XL(48-50). 

SIX POCKET BUSH SHORT 

a Made of the tough, 
durable material you 
find in regular fatigues. 
Triple needle stitching 
and bartacks at all 
stress points. Front has 
2 flapped-patch pockets 
and 2 slash pockets. 
The back has 2 patch 
pockets with flaps. 

$1 95 (SIZES: 24-46 Waist. Available in 

.Khaki (100%Cotton) and Woodland 
Camoflage (50% Nylon/50% Cotton). 

State size, color and fabric and enclose a check 
or money order in proper amount plus $3.50 
(Canada: $7.00 in U.S. funds) for shipping and 
handling (TN residents add 7% sales tax) to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTERS 
2919 NW PARK DRIVE, DEPT. SF, 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 


ADVERTISERS INDEX 
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Amazing Concepts.84 

American Historical Foundation ...86-87 
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Liber-Tees ..100 
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Regenery Gateway. Inc.101 
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Survival Store. 104 
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Aicher & Presley Military Supply.119 

Airboy Sales. 122 

Bulletproof Co. 120 

Creative Horizons...118 

Devil’s Brigade.122 

Eden Press.119 

Fail Safe Electronics.118 

Ferde Grofe Films. 119 

Foster-T rent...... 120 

Global School of Investigations ..121 
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Universal Electronics. .121 
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NEW LIGHTWEIGHT I 
CAMOUFLAGE BDU 

(New Issue — 100% Cotton Rip Stop) 

OR TRADITIONAL 50/50 NYCO BDU 
Brand New • Latest Issue • First Quality 


Pants feature: Double fabric seat Jpliilf 
and knees: 6 pockets (2 slash f \ 

front pockets, 2 rear pockets P 

with button flaps, 2 large 
bellows pockets on thighs); 
adjustable waist tab; button 

Shirts feature: Double 
fabric elbows; 4 pockets 

Woodland Camouflage 
Available in (1) 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop or (2) 50/50 NyCo. 

Pants or Shirt $22.95 ea. 

Olive Drab (OD) Green 
Available in 100% Cotton 

Pants or Shirt S22.95 ea. 

Tiger Stripe Camouflage 
Available in 100% Cotton 

Pants or Shirt $26.95 ea. 

Available in 100% Cotton f 
Rip Stop or 50/50 Poly/Cotton, m 
Pants or Shirt $26.95 ea. # 

Grey Camouflage — Available in 50/50 NyCo. 
Pants or Shirt $26.95 ea. 

Khaki — Available In 100% Cotton Rip Stop. 
Pants or Shirt $26.95 ea. 

Pants and Shirts in SIZES: XS, S, M, L, XL (regu¬ 
lar and long). Tell us your chest, height and waist 
measurements when ordering. State size, color 
and fabric and mail proper amount (check or 
money order) plus $3.50 (Canada: $7.00 in U.S. 
Funds) for shipping and handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
2919 NW PARK DRIVE, DEPT. SF, 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921 

Satisfaction Guaranfeeof or Your Money Back! 


The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free" card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

. .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
typos . . 

"If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. . . printed in three colors' 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! gu^ranleed' 

Devil’s Brigade 30 page catolcg 

Box 1625 Dept A $1.00 

EIDorado. Ar 71730 ' (Free with order) 


THE APPLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 


THE ONLY FIGHTING KNIFE 
EVER DESIGNED ON THE 
BASIS OF ACTUAL MILI¬ 
TARY COMBAT EXPER¬ 
IENCE. 

• Designed in 1943 by OSS 
Col. Rex Applegate and Brit¬ 
ish Capt. W.E. Fairbairn to be 
the successor to the classic 
Fairbairn-Sykes commando 
knife. 

• Custom double-edge blade 
, of 154 cm stainless steel. 

• Critically acclaimed in 
reviews by AMERICAN 
BLADE. KNIFE WORLD, 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 
GUNG HO AND GUNS. 

FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE 

Write for complete information 
on the history, manufacture, 
performance and exiusive 
combai features of this weapon 

WELLS CREEK KNIFE 
AND GUN WORKS 
32956 State Hwy 38 
Scottsburg, OR 97473 


JUNE 86 
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zA-B SALES.INC. 

PRESENTS THE 


t ULTIMATE^ 

ULTIMATE 5^ 

ULTIMATE 

UJNATE 

atiuif -c 

IN PLAY 

• WAR/COMBAT GAMES 
• HIGH CASH PROFITS 
• WASHABLE PELLETS 
• COMPLETE GAME 
SUPPLIES 


For Info, write: 

A-B SALES, Inc, 
P,0. Box 2041 
Englewood, CO 80110 

(303) 850-7033 
or 

(707) 987-0255 
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CLASSIFIED 





CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be received 
by the Ist, four months prior to issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa¬ 
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack¬ 
et. Cost per insertion is $1 per word — $20 minimum. 
Name, address and telephone are to be included in the 
count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado == 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such 
as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphen¬ 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. We reserve the right to delete or change any copy 
which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE¬ 
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR¬ 
ITIES IN THEIR AREA. 


LE MERCENAIREI Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (117) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA JR., PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304, 
(105) 


Tsia- 

mutzp 



THE-ALL-WEATHER-CAP 

These are New, Quality U.S. Mfg. 100% WOOL, from Original German 
Patterns. (NOT Asian Made cotton Junk). . . Send only $25.00 & size 
& color (Black or Reid Green)... We Pay Postage... If you collect W.W.jf2 
. . . send 2-stanip5 for illustrated list of Kerns available ONLY . . . 

NO-PLACE-BUT-W.W. 2 LTD. 

P.O. BOX 2063-F ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 


MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available—phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stampto THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave„ 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (104-ck) _ 

A BRIDGE TOO FAR? Close the gap and make contact with 
the nationwide network of militaria collectors when you adver¬ 
tise in Military Exchange. THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO 
Box 693, Boulder. CO 80306. (114-T/O)_ 


—KIMBERTAL— 

The Most Sought after Name In 

Doberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 

Champ.-sired pups bred for 
superior slxe, conformation, 

Impeccable disposition. 

FULL HEALTH A TEMPERAMENT 
GUARANTEES 

SHIPPING WORLDW|OE«^~ 

American Express,-Visa 
and Master Charge 

KIMBERTAL KENNELS 

RFD1 Kimberton. Penna. 19442 215-933-4982 or 933-3600 



DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 

MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 



Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; Vz wolf and up, puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only, 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5.00. 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 


.50 CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wall display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankford Arsenal war issue .50-cal. com¬ 
plete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 
Excellent condition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft. long. 
$53.50 plus $8 shipping: 50 rounds $29.50 plus $5; 25 rds. 
$17.50 plus $4, Also artillery shells, etc. "Nation's Largest 
.50-Cal. Outlet." JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chica¬ 
go Heights. IL 60411. (312) 758-2183. (104) 


HECKLER & KOCH 


Complete line of accessories—send Large SASE 
(two stamps) for prices and availability to: 


BUDDY HINTON 

Dept. SOF, 8411 Churchville 
Houston, Texas 77080 
on ONLY after 6pm CST (713) 465-4292 


KNOCKS—Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY. PO Box 1754. Matthews. NC 28105. (108) 

BOUNTY HUNTING— Legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90, Depew. NY 14043. (105) 

THE INTELUGENCE LIBRARY— Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd.. Flushing, NY 
11354. (104-tt) _ 

BRITISH MILITARIA, Authentic collectibles from the 1800’sto 
date. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., insignia, Head- 
wear, Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. 
Send $3 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD., Dept. A., 
2113 Wllshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (107-lt) 


RCGIMCNTIII INSIGNIA & UlCAPONAV 

MS • RAF • BLRCK UJRKH 
PRRR • RM • CAMERONS 

RSDG • RN • GUARDS eU. 



Import Cotoieg $2.00 
BRITISH ROGRLIA IMPORTS 

Deportment-A 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 


GENUINE U.S. MEDALS— CoHect/U.S./Foreign Decorations. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star— $50; Bronze 
Star— $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary— $15; Vietnam Ser¬ 
vice— $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar— $35; Add 
stamp in trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road, Brookline. MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (117-lt) 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage, confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Free brochure. TWG, Post- 
fach 1515, 6460-M Gelnhausen, West Germany. (106) 

FIREWORKS— Largest Class *0' selection in Northeast, top 
quality, selected list $1. refundable with order. NEFU, Box 
3504F, Stamford, CT 06905. (105) _ 

FREE: TWG CERTIFICATE with order of catalog. $1 refund¬ 
able. Specialist in customized gold-plated mercenary 
emblems. THE WILD GEESE. Postfach 1515, 6460-C, Geln- 
hausen. West Germany. (106)_ 


NEW UPDATE CATALOG of unusual books on martial arts, 
weaponry, home workshop guns, creative revenge, survival 
plus much more! $1. PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-KMV. 
Boulder. CO 80306. (104-485) _ 

ARMY RADIOS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, compact, 
transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, wiith battery box, antenna, 
crystal, handset: $22.50 apiece, $42.50/palr. PRC-510 Back¬ 
pack Radio (Canadian version of Gl PRC-10), transmits- 
receives 38-55 MHz FM continuous tuning, with battery box. 
antennaa, handset: $39.50 apiece, $77.50/pair. Factory mint 
PRC-9 Backpack Radio, transmits-receives 28-39 MHz FM 
continuous tuning: $52.50 apiece, $77.50 with good condition 
battery box, antenna, handset. Factory miont R-108 Vehicle/ 
Field Receiver, 20-28 MHz FM: $27.50. R-390A Communica¬ 
tions Receiver; $195 good condition. R-748 Receiver, 130-150 
MHz single channel AM: $27.50.45-day replacement guaran¬ 
tee. Add $9.50 shipping-handling. BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, 
Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. (104) _ 

TIGER STRIPE CAMOUFLAGE Jungle Fatigues, military 
specification, 4-pocket jacket, 6-pocket pants as worn in Viet¬ 
nam, $52 per suit. A.H.A., ^x 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
MasterCard & VISA acceptedi (104-7) _ 

TIGER STRIPE CAMOUFLAGE BERETS, worn by Elite 
Forces in Vietnam $18; with SEAL Insignia $25; with Special 
Forces Insignia $24. A.H.A, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
MasterCard & VISA acceptedi (104-3) _ 

GOLD: RECOVER PURE GOLD from old scrap circuit boards, 
computers, electronic parts. Easy method. Send $5 for manu- 
al. RECYCLING, Box 11216SF. Reno, NV 89510-1216. (105) 

WW II WAR SOUVENIRSl Includes daggers, swords, hei- 
mets, everything] Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (107) 



MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II * KOREA * VIETNAM 




Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges, Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 
o FREE CATALOG: o 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279 SF 

R HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS. IN 46216-9998 


BRITISH/SCOmSH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN¬ 
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite Bhtish/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6. PO 
Box 50473, Nashville. TN 37205. (104-lt) _ 

FIREWORKS— fun, safe, patriotic; top quality, lowest prices, 
illustrated catalogue $1 (refundable). PYRO-SONIC DE- 
VICES, Box 711-SI6. Grand Haven. Ml 49417. (112) 

WWn RELICSI Cheaper than Delta, WWII Ltd., Collector's 
Armoury I Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog, $5 (refundable). RELICS, Box 361-D.Cambridge, MN 
55008. (105)_ 


ARREST Vlolalorsljl 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit- 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
^ make on the spot decisions. 
Learn the latest investiga¬ 
tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
. . the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service, Start your 
dwn investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 

^ DEPT. SF606, P.O. Box 25750. Santa Ana. CA 92799 T 
I Rush me your "Detective’" Career KU—No salesman will call. \ 

I Plimt-Aft-1 

I ANitit_ I 

- CNy/ttiti/ZIp_ ; 


USE 
SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 

SanrtllUiKt ERulRmiat, 
CrlnUMlow KItt, ladgM. 
Brtafeau Talaplionai, Lag 
kaltian, LuckpIckGuni. 
Ivllat-I^et Vaitt, Infrarail 
Night tcopai. Ragpalling 
Iqolpinaiit—Plat Much, 
Maciilfort 
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VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, Dl pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada. Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF. Syracuse, NY 13208. (115-ck)_ 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Send $1 for a color catalog to 
ACE FIREWORKS. PO Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (115-lt)_ 

GRENADA, BEIRUT, Special Forces, Recon, SEALs, many 
more large decals. Send stamp for price list. ELITE FORCES, 
22 Orchard Street, Newton, NJ 07860. (108-lt) 

FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY. P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (104-lt)_ 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE— for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2, $13/year —$17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67. 
St Charles, MO 63302, USA. (107)_ 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra- 
cuse, NY 13208. (113) 


SECURITY EQUIPMENT 


• Bug & Tap Detectors 

• Mini CCTV 

• Voice Changers 

• Courier Briefcases 

• Voice Scramblers 

• Books 

• Night Vision • Non-Lethal Weaponry 

• Surveillance • Mini Tape Recorders 

Send $25.00 for 1986 Security Products 
Catalog and New Report “The Business 
of Spying," on How To Protect Your 
Privacy & Security 

Sherwood Communications 
2789 Philmont Ave., Suite 108SF 
Huntingdon Valley Pa. 19006 
Phone (215)357-9065 


HEAR AUTHENTIC 1969 VIETNAM COMBAT on tape. Lots 
of Vietnam material. Enclose 22-C8nt stamp for free catalog. 
BIEN HOA PRODUCTIONS, Dept. FJ, Box 56, Fayetteville, 
AR 72702. (104) 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, 1986 listing of uni¬ 
forms & equipment from over 17 countries—50 cents. I.M.S., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (104-2)_ 

PLANNING A RUMBLE in the jungle? We have the gear. $2 
for complete catalog. MILITEX SALES, Dept. RJ, Box 46499, 
Chicago. IL 60646. (104)_ 

MAIL DROP. Mail forwarded and remailed, packages re¬ 
ceived, Las Vegas area postcards supplied on request. Utmost 
security, privacy, discretion. Free information packet. BOR¬ 
DER COUNTRY, Division G-3, Drawer 70270, Las Vegas. NV 
89170-0270. (104)_ 

MILITARIA COLLECTOR'S: fine quality US Military items. 
Civil War to Viet Nam. Catalog containing over 800 Items, 
Airborne, Aviation, Cavalry, Special Warfare and Elite, De¬ 
corations. Send $2 to: CASCADE GENERAL STORE, 90 
North Main Street. Ashland, OR 97520. (104)_ 

RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, world renown 
"BRUSH PATTERN" shirts $40, pants $45, hats $20, field 
jackets $80. All are NEW UNUSED. A.H.A., Box 21606, Den- 
ver, CO 80221, MASTERCARD & VISA accepted. (104-1) 



SHOW THE WORLD 
HOW YOU FEEL! 



LAPEL PIN/TIE TACK 

(APPROX. 1/2") 

^'GREA T FOR THE BOSS’^ 

etc cn POSTAGE 
vpO.DU PAID 

ICEI P-O. BOX 3865 
if GASTONIA, NC 28054 

ALLOW 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 



ORDER YOUR UZI MEMORABILIA 
DIRECT FROM US . , . 


Brassard (Patch).$ 2.50 

Lapel Pin. 3.50 

Tie Tack. 4.20 

Cap (Adjustable). 6.00 

T-Shirt (Specify S-M-L-XL). 7.50 

Paper Weight. . .15.00 


UZI BELT BUCKLES 


Brass. 12.00 

Nickel.13.00 

Bronze & Nickel. .15.00 


Please add 10% of total amoum to your order to cover stilpi>ing and handling. 

JK SALES 

(Authorized UZI Memorabilie Distributor) 

202 Magnolia Ct., Sterling, VA 22170 

VA residents add 4% sates tax (All Amounts Are U S. Currency) 


INVENTIONS, IDEAS, new products wanted! Presentation to 
Industry/national exposition. Call toll-free 1-800-528-6050. In 
Canada. 1-600-526-6060. Ext. 831. (107)_ 

PRIVACY—CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwarding/receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE, 
books. MAIL DROP, Box 18039-SF6, Orlando. FL 32860. 
( 113 )_ 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS, wilderness skills, survival courses. 
Adventure treks. $1 for information. BOLD ADVENTURERS, 
USA, Dept. SOF, PO Box 673, Rome, NY 13440. (109) 

RUSSIAN INSIGNIA, high quality Paratrooper badges 4-color 
enameled $17, K.G.B. 3-color enameled $15, current Para¬ 
trooper patch $5, current K.G.B. patch $5. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221.(104-5)_ 

ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army surplus, 
gun accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE’S OAK- 
SHIRE PLACE. Hiway 51 South, Union City. TN 38261. (901) 
885-6851. (104) 



Frame only: 


AT GLASSES 

fits under gas & scuba mask 
ac cepts prescription lenses 
Frame w/pretcrfptlon 


$24.95 ppd. ^ $49.95 ppd. 

1-80(k2$$-1382, Exl 85 /1710 S. Hiikle / Wic^ 


OWN YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN CAMPSITE. 20 miles from 
Reno, Nevada. THIS IS NOT A TIMESHARE. Only $300 each. 
In 100 mountainous acres. GEMINI WILDERNESS, 1355 N. 
McCarran, Reno, NV 89512. (104-lt)_ 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also, Vietnam 
material. List $1. THE BATTERY PRESS INC., PO Box 3107C. 
Uptown Station, Nashville. TN 37219. (105)_ 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl— Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN’S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A.806, 1660 Eubank NE, Albu- 
querque, NM 67112. (103)_ 

M26 "LEMON" GRENADES $9, M33 "Baseball" Grenades 
$9, Mk2 Pineapple Grenades $6.50. All have moving parts, 
Inert. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (104-6) 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES— 25% off list prices. Also USAF 
NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine! Toll-free ordering and 
immediate shipment. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for free brochure. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. 
A-906. 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 67112. (103) 

CAMOUFLAGE TIES! A must for every well-dressed out- 
doorsman. Genuine military-issue woodland cloth. Choose: 
pointed end or straight fold...$9.95 each; 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping; $2 1st tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY 
GOODS, Dept. A'306, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87112, (103)_ 

NEW: GERMAN MARCHES on cassettes; Army, Navy. 
Stormtrooper, $9.95 each. Set of all 7 — $49.50. Send SASE 
for free list. HAMMER, PO Box 1393-SFH, Columbus. IN 
47201. (104-lt)_ 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN COMMANDO SCHOOL state of the art 
training by SPECIAL FORCES instructors. Additional services 
on request. $3 for information packet. Box 963, Hotchkiss, CO 
81419. (104-lt)_ 

REGULATION INSIGNIA: All Military branches and Police. All 
genuine, over 1,000 items: rank, wings, badges, mini-medals, 
NASA patches, military goods, plus much much more. Catalog 
$2. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-506, 1660 
Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 67112. (103) 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles. Bombs, Pots. 
Grenades) — Largest, most complete assortment of brand- 
new smoke products. Capacities from 4,000 to 500,000 cubic 
feet of dense smoke in from 30 seconds to about 6 minutes. 
Also flare pistols, meteor and parachute flares, tear gas, sur¬ 
vival knives, blowguns, dart guns, stun guns, self-defense 
items, and much morel Send $2 (refundable with order) for 
catalogue. SIGNUS, Box 33712-K13, Phoenix, AZ 85067. 
(104) _ 

FIREWORKS — Firecrackers, Rockets, Roman Candles, 
much more! Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped year-round 
to all states. Illustrated catalog— $1. EAGLE FIREWORKS, 
Dept. 3F. Box 800, Clackamas, OR 97015. (104-485) 

SMOKE PRODUCTS — Grenades, pots, bombs at unusually 
low prices. Buy from the source and save. Send SASE and 2 
stamps for details. SOUTHWEST SMOKE DISTRIBUTORS, 
Box 5414-SF, Phoenix. AZ 85010. (104)_ 

SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3; Air Op- 
erations-Communications; 4: Water Operatlons-Communica- 
tions; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medreal Aspects of SF Op¬ 
erations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & han¬ 
dling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Ave., Ste206, 
Reno, NV 89509. (104-lt) 


e 

SOLDIER of MISFORTUNE, 
CIA AGENT, 

KENNEDY CONSPIRACY PATSY, 

Alek Hidell, 

alias OSWALD 

e 

Collectors’ Edition, 204 pp, hardcover 


GKG Partners $15 ppd 


Box 1465 Manchester MA 09144 


LEE OSWALD SHANGHALED 


4 YEARS BEFORE DALLAS HIT 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Rght smart! Protect property. Win 
custody you want. Sharpest tactics. New 226-pg. book $14.95. 
Guaranteed. Details 25 cents. EDEN, Box 8410-DD, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. (104)_ 

FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG! Get new credit, jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(104)_ 

FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE CAPS, current issue "LIZARD" 
pattern camo to match our French fatigues $15. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver. CO 80221. (104-6) _ 

COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTEI WWII, Korea. 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CMI, PO Box 
40461C, Nashville, TN 37204. (105)_ 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG every 2 months! The best new 
books on martial arts, weaponry, self-defense, sunrival and 
revenge! Send $1 to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-JSO, 
Boulder. CO 60306. (107) _ 

MAIL PRIVACY] Confidential mail forwarding/remailing. For 
details write: POSTAL SHOPPE. 369 East 900 South, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84111. (106) 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
Steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the 
handle securely 
in the open or 
closed position. 

Model K98-P 

Ea. 

and *1*® UPS charges 

WESTBURY SALES CO., 

DEPT. P-6-SF 
373 Maple Avenue 
Westbury, New York 11590 
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WHJA 

UMfORM 

50% Poly 50% Cotton 
Sizes: XS/S/M/L/XL 


U-26B in Black $30.00 

U-26W in White $35.00 

U-26C Woodland Camo $35.00 


Include $1.00 for Catalog and Shipping 

M & M ENTERPRISES 


P.O. Box 64 Dept. SOF 
Island Lake, IL 60042 

815/455-3403 Dealer prices available 


SILVA’S SURVIVALISTS DEPOT. Specializing in Hi-Tech 
gear for the serious outdoors man.’ Send $2 for catalog. Re¬ 
funded on first order. S.S.D., 3415 Silverbell Rd., No. 1, Chico, 
CA 95926. (104) _ 

US MILITARY KNIVES for collectors. C.W. to V. N. Send $2 
for current list, refundable. MARTIN, Box 725062, Atlanta, GA 

30339. (104) _ 

ARE YOU A FATALIST? Do you believe that somewhere 
there's a bullet cast with your name on it? You can try to avoid 
it, or you can obtain it! To obtain it send $5 plus $1 P&H with 
your name to: KNARF ENTERPRISES, PO Box 325, West 
Chicago, IL 60185. (104) _ 

VIETNAM MAPS, 15 war-era map set, $3.95. Patrol quads list 
$2 (refundable). Both $5. ALLIED, Drawer 5070FG, Glendale, 
AZ85312. (104) _ 

BULLETPROOFING! "Make body armor, shirts," $2.95. “Bul¬ 
letproofing homes," walls, car-proof gates, $5.95. "Bulletproof 
glass secrets," $1.95. All three above $9.95. ALLIED, Drawer 
507QFH, Glendale, AZ 85312. (104) _ 

US MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1,000s in stock, 1940 to current, all 
branches. Large catalog $1. SAUNDERS, Box 414-SF, Ver- 
milion, OH 44089-0414. (1Q5-lt) _ 

CRIMERGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. 8-PEC, Dept. 
SF1185, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (115) 


WORLDS BEST BLOWGUNS 
AS LOW AS $12,95 
HAND CRAFTED QUALITY 
17 DIFFERENT MODELS 



SK.\I) FOR FiiFK COLOR CAT.VI.Oi; 
TO: SIU KK 3SSS HLl'FF 
Hori.DKR, t'Oi.OR.ADO S0:J01 

DEALER INQUIRES 
WELCOME! 


MILITARY GOODS CATALOG— Over 70 pages. Camou¬ 
flage jackets, pants, caps, berets. Over 1,000 insignias, 
genuine Gl. $2. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-206, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (103) 

MILITARY POLICE: Send $1 for prices on shirts, hats, patch¬ 
es, buckles, etc. MEAN STREETS, Dept. SOF, Box 88, Bos- 
ton, MA 02123. (106-lt) _ 

ORIGINAL CIA black book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335, Croton, OH 43013. (105-lt) 

UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER — Famous publishers. Over 450 
EXCITING TITLES AND GROWING! Exotic Weaponry, Mar¬ 
tial Arts, Military Subjects, Crime, Survival Anywhere, Privacy, 
Surveillance, Electronics, Wiretapping, Knives, Chemistry, 
Employment, Government Surplus, Investigation, Big Brother, 
Obtaining Credit, Law, Fireworks Buying, Gambling, Life- 
Extension, Beer Making, Disguises, Acting, Intelligence War¬ 
fare, Increasing Your Intelligence, and MUCH, MUCH MORE! 
Many Hard-to-find Titles. Find out why thousands of satisfied 
customers shop with us! Eye-Opening Hefty Catalog $2. Order 
your copy today. AUTHORS WANTED. ALPHA PUBLICA¬ 
TIONS. PO BOX92-S0, Sharon Center, OH 44274. USA. (104) 


“KNIVES— Free wholesale catalog. Large selection to 
choose from. Fast service. SPECIAL CUTLERY. 1104 Lee, 
Dept. SOF, Des Plaines. IL 60016." (107) _ 

M-43 AFRIKA CORPS style hats — first model —high peak— 
$18.50 ppd. Khaki, black, OD or camouflage. Sizes S,M,L,XL. 
100% cotton, self-lined. EAGLE LTD, 635 Jefferson St.. Dept. 
SF, Fairborn. OH 45324. (513) 879-5579. (104) _ 

OFFICIAL ST. MICHAEL’S Airborne Medallion, sterling silver, 
13/16” X 1", 24" chain. $19.95 ppd. EAGLE LTD, 635 Jefferson 
St, (SF), Fairborn, OH 45324. (513) 879-5579. (104) 

VIDEOTAPE GOVT .45. Total disassembly, reassembly. VHS 
45 minutes $20. TJE VIDEO PRODUCTIONS, Box 50141, 
Reno, NV 89513. (104) _ 

LEARN BASIC ROCKCLIMBING and rappelling. Intensive 
2-day course $100. Send SASE to DARRELL, PO Box 3347, 
Boulder, CO 80307. (104) 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR, recovery specialist, courier. Now 
available for those who require the best. Extensive civilian, 
military intelligence experience in Korea, Cuba, Vietnam, Iran, 
etc. since 1951. References and resume on request. CALL ED 
ANYTIME. (617) 242-4816. Box 244, Charlestown, MA 02129. 
(103-lt) _ 

SECRET MAILBOXI Confidential, dependable mail receiving 
and forwarding. Write POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111. (105) _ 

SILENT FIREPOWER: Most complete crossbow catalog 
available. $1. Martial Arts, Special Weapons & Survival Aids. 
M&M ENTERPRISES, Box 64, Dept. SOF. Island Lake, IL 
60042. (105-lt) 


GI SUPPLY 201-875-3252 
R.R. #1 BOX 782 Dept, sof 
AUGUSTA, N.J. 07822 


JUNGLE HAMMOCK 



We have not seen a hammock of this good quality in a 
long time. This Hammock is acopy of the Hammock used 
in WWII and Vietnam. It is a combination insect proof 
hammock or stake it as a tent. Full length canopy keeps 
you dry and the nylon netting keeps those flying and 
crawlint^ insects off of you. _ 

Cashiers checK money pf4er personal checks Of Visa S Mastef Card 


qlaaiy acceptea NOCOD s All merchandise is lOO“oguaranteerl 
Resictenis ol Alaska Hawaii and Pueno Rico add 5% lor snipping 


LOCKSMITHING, general and automotive. Unlimited informa¬ 
tion— $2 (unconditionally refundable if unsatisfied). L.A.N.D.- 
I.S., 633 Post St.. No. 1048F. San Francisco. CA 94109. 
(104-485) _ 

ROCKETS, M-80 SALUTES, FIREWORKS. Fresh from fac¬ 
tory. Hundreds of supplies with survival or signaling applica¬ 
tions. MUCH MORE! Catalog $1. NORSTARR, Box 5585, 
Pocatello. Idaho 83202. (109) _ 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONING— When your life depends on it. 
Exercise: The Final Word. $3. O'BRIEN, Box 232, Massape- 
qua, NY 11758. (106) _ 

KNIVESI Survival knife/kit $5.95. 5" Butterfly knife $3.95. 6" 
lockblade/sheath $3.95. Black Defender knife $6.95. Add $2 
postage. CLAYTON ENTERPRISES, 40 Stoneyside, St. 
Louis. MO 63132. (104) _ 

BE A DETECTIVE —locate missing persons, conduct surveill¬ 
ance, techniques and resources revealed. Send $6.95 to: IN- 
VESTIGATORS, 6706 S. Artesian. Chicago. IL 60629. (104) 

CUSTOM PERSONALIZED LICENSE PLATE. With your 
name, or message in red, black, blue, green, silver, brown or 
white. Choose one color for background and one color for 
letters. Only $9.95 plus $2 P&H (no CODs please) to: PLATES. 
6905 Western, Chicago, IL 60645. (105) 

“WE HAVE MANY THINGS that can’t be advertised in this 
magazine. Free catalog. DEVL CORP., PO Box 3565, Center- 
line. Ml 48015." (106) _ 

WE DESIGN AND HANDMAKE precious metal military jewel¬ 
ry. Also unusual jewelry such as skulls, dragons, creatures, 
warriors, cobras etc. Send $2 for a very unusual brochure. 
ACTION JEWELRY DESIGNS. PO Box 8372, Pine BluH, AR 
71611. (106) _ 

PENGUNSt .22 caliber, single shot, tear gas. $45.95! Free 
ammo! TRANS-CONTINENTAL GROUP. 1955 E. 79th, Box 8, 
Chicago, IL 60649. (104) 

HOW TO MAKE MONEY making-selling lead bullets. Excell- 
ent home business. No more job lay-off worries. No experience 
needed. $1500 month part-time, $50,000 year possible. Set¬ 
ting up operations ... equipment.. . supply sources ... the 
three major markets ... increasing sales... much more. $12. 
RICHARD SITZ, Box 453-F. Cedarville, Ml 49417. (104) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials: 
Zapruder film, video cassettes, photographs, literature avail¬ 
able. Catalog: $3. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES. Box 671, Hud¬ 
son, Quebec. (107-It) 


GUARANTEED 
10 YEARS! 


The knif&.for hunting, 
fishing and all around 
use. Mirror polishe^ 
sharp stainless > 
steel blade.^^^ 
Rugged. 



Opens with ^—i—JC—B-TTI 

flick of ringer Sturdy Leather Belt | 
and automaticaly locks Cases SI .25 ea. 
into position. Press button in handle to close. Safety 


^ finger guard. Sure-gnp black handle. IF BROKEN WITHIN 1Q 
YEARS WE WIUREPLACE AT NO CHARGE! Use 30da^. n 
back it not pleased. Add 99c postage & handling but ORDER A 
KNIVES 4 WE SHIP FREE. ORDER TODAY Mid-west Knife Co.. DepL C-1711 
9043 S. Western Ave., Chicago, III. 60620. Mail orders only. OUR 49th YEAR. 


30 DAY MONEY BACK OFFER 


COMBAT COLLEGE! Top military weapons and combat 
courses. "Combat Expert" and "Terrorist Weapons Specialist" 
certificates awarded! Sample, course listings $3 (refundable). 
ALLIED. Drawer 5070FT, Glendale. AZ 85312. (104) 

AGENT ORANGE MAP—FREE to Vietnam Vets. Send 
SASE. ALLIED, Drawer 5Q7QFP, Glendale, AZ 85312. (104) 

“RED TRACER BULLETS,” homemade — $3. "Rifles VS 
Aircraft," new — $3. Both publications $5. ALLIED, Drawer 
5Q7QFW, Glendale. AZ 85312. (104) _ 

BE PREPARED FOR ACTION with an Upland Fanny Pack. 
Carry gear comfortably while allowing arm/shoulder freedom. 
Camouflage, extra capacity, factory direct savings, satisfaction 
guaranteed, free information. UPLAND, Dept. SOF66,121 ID 
Big Thompson Canyon, Loveland, CO 80537. (104) 

BUMPER STICKERS, "Better Dead Than Red!,” "Fight Ter- 
rorism. Nuke Iran!" $2 each or 3 for $5. M. PIRAS, 7460 
Valdombre, Suite 5, St. Leonard, Quebec. HI 5-1X4. (104) 

NINJA TOOLS— authentic weaponry hand-crafted by certi¬ 
fied Ninja Black Belt Instructor. Send $1.50 for catalog to: 
SCORPION ENTERPRISES UNLTD., PO Box 774, Tucker. 
GA 30085-0774. (104) 

A BRIDGE TOO FAR? Close the gap and make contact with 
the nationwide network of militaria collectors when you adver¬ 
tise in Military Exchange. THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO 

Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O) _ 

SELLING MY SMALL, personal collection — original Vietnam 
POW/MIA bracelets. $14.95 EACH plus postage. 925 Lilac, 
Missoula, MT 59802. (104-386) _ 

BUMPER STICKER PRINTING DEVICE. Cheap, simple, port¬ 
able. Free details. BUMPER. PO Box 22791 (ABM). Tampa. FL 
33622. (104) _ 

SELF-DEFENSE COURSES. Practical, self-defense. Knife 
fighting. Weight training. Free information. Rush SASE to: 
LIBRA ENTERPRISES. 486(SF) Molimo, San Francisco. CA 
94127. (104) _ 

BALLISTIC FACEGUARD. 20 layers of Kevlar stops .45 hard¬ 
ball, point blank. 28 ozs. of protection for $125. Test sample $8. 
FRANSE, PO Box 3347, Boulder. CO 80307. (104) _ 

MILITARY SURVIVAL STROBE LIGHT, current issue, runs 
24-hours on one “D" cell battery, weighs 6 oz. $21.50. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (104-4) _ 

REMOTE MOUNTAIN TOP HIDEAWAY, nothern Vermont, 
3/4 mile nearest house, self-contained, wood stoves, bottled 
gas cooking & refrig. 3 bedrooms, stream. 10 acres. TOM 
PERRINO, Box 729, Lymdonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-9092. 

(104) _ 

BEST GUN DEALER KIT! Applications, instruction, "Guide," 
wholesalers, etc., $4 (refundable). ALLIED. Drawer 5070FN, 
Glendale, AZ 85312. (104) _ 

BIG MAPSI Over 50,000 military, travel, intelligence, survival, 
topographic, political and other maps! Catalog $3 (refundable). 
ALLIED, Drawer 5070FO. Glendale. AZ 85312. (104) 


Make Money at Home in Spare Time. 
No Previous Experience Needed 

Learn GUN REPAIR! 

Your love of guns and shooting 
can lead to an exciting career 
opportunity! Let leading Arms 
Experts train you for a career in 
gun repair. Federal Gun Law per¬ 
mits licensed trainees to sell 
arms, ammo without inventory. 
We show you how to save up to 
25% and more on fine guns, 
accessories, gunsmith supplies! 
Start your own business: or pre¬ 
pare now to be a "Gun-Pro': 

MAIL COUPON TODAY! 

^ North American School of Rrearms, 

I 925 Oak Street, Dept. RSC56 Scranton, PA 18508 

( Rush me your free "Gun-Pro" Career Kit. No salesman 
will visit me. 

I Name-Age- | 

I Address_ | 

I City/Staie/Zip_, ■ 


I 

I 


HOME 

'business 


• Gun Repair, | 
Customizing. 

Accunzing • 

Modern & Black **- 

Powder Ballistics \ 

• Reloading, Custom- jl 
Ammo Making • Stock l|| 
Carving Design i. 
Checkering. AC 

• Firearms Importing^ 
Plus Much, 



STUDY COUNCIL 


JUNE 86 
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RANDALL MODEL 16 — V/i' stainless blade, compass. New 
in box. $275, send certified check or money order. EDWARD 
SUGG, No. 5,508 Center Street, Blacksburg, VA 24060. (104) 

KNIVES, SWORDS, survival, historic and many related 
weapons. Also handmade knives, any design. Unbeatable 
prices. Catalogs $2. DE INTINIS, 107 Summit Ave., S.I., NY 
10306. (104)_' 

ADVENTURER’S CATALOG. Choose from hundreds of qual¬ 
ity items — clothing, gun accessories, optics, knives, survival 
gear and much more. Send $1 (refundable) to: SPORTS IN¬ 
TERNATIONAL, PO Box 458-SF, Palm Bay. FL 32906-0458. 
(104) 



Make Money at Home 
in Spare Time. No 
Previous Experience Needed 

LEARN GUN 
A REPAIR! 


I • Gun Repair, Customizing, 

I Accurizing > Modern & |f| 

: Black Powder Ballistics |ll 
I •Reloading, Custom-Ammo I 'I 
I Making • Stock Carving., 

■ Design Checkering. 

■'Firearms Importing ; I 
I Plus Much, Much More I 
I ACCREDITED MEMBER 
” NATIONAL HOME STUDY COUNCIL^ 


•Your love of guns and shooting 
can lead to an exciting career 
opportunity! Let leading Arms 
Ej<perts tram you for a career in gun 
repair. Federal Gun Law permits 
licensed trainees to sell arms, 
ammo without inventory. We 
show you how to save up to 25<Mi 
and more on fine guns, acces¬ 
sories, gunsmith suppliesi Start 
your own business; or prepare new 
to be a "Gun-Pro." a«c 


: NcMih American School of Rrearms, 

■ 925 Oak Street, DepL RS056 Scranton, PA 18508 
I Rush me your free "Gun-Pro” Career Kit, No salesman will vistl. 

I Name_ 

! Address_ 


-Age. 


I City/State/Zip_ 

|Phone No. ( ) 


“RESPECT AUTHORITY.” Rugged aluminum plaque says It 
all. Sticks anywhere. Send $3 to — ULTRAGRAPHICS, 1565A 
10th Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94122. (104)_ 

REMOVABLE TATTOOS. New in the US. Looks like real, last 
for days, won’t wash off, remove with cold cream or baby oil. 
Free details. ARROW SPECIALTIES, 1810 Louis Lane, Hast- 
ings, MN 55033. (104)_ 

VIETNAM PHOTOGRAPHS. Hundreds of AERIAL and 
ground photographs from the DMZ to Saigon are available 
from former door-gunner. Khe Sanh, Hue, Danang, English 
NUMEROUS FI REBASES, and items of interest. Memories? 
No photos? Send $4 for detailed listings. VIET-VIEW 
GRAPHICS, PO Box 31, Brunswick, OH 44212. (105) 

FIREWORKS: large selection, excellent quality; information, 
price list free. B&D FIREWORKS, Box 545, East Lyme, CT 
06333. (105)_ 

STAND IN THE DOOR! And be prepared to buy, sell or trade 
your milltaria ASAP when you advertise In The Military Ex¬ 
change! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. (114-T/O)_ 

BEHIND THE LINES! Your classified ad in Military Exchange 
will find those hard to reach buyers, sellers, and traders of 
milltaria! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO Box 693, Boulder. 
CO 60306. (114-T/O)_ 

SEE IN THE DARK: M3 Infra-Red Sniper Scope set ($495). 
and M14 Infra-red Weapon Sight set ($895). Fo more details, 
send SASE to: NIGHT VISION. Box 1543, Cheyenne, WY 
82003. (104)_ 

COMMANDO DAGGER: THE COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED 
HISTORY OF THE FAIRBAIRN-SYKES FIGHTING KNIFE — 
by Leroy Thompson, forward by Col. Rex Applegate; invalu¬ 
able to collectors and those interested in combat knives and 
knife fighting. 8^/fe x 11, clothbound, 89 photos, 176 pp. Order 
now! Send $28 ppd to: PALADIN PRESS. PO Box 1307-LFS. 
Boulder. CO 80306. (104)_ 

“RREWORKS — Rockets, Firecrackers, Roman Candles, 
much more! Shipped year-round, free catalog. WHOLESALE 
FIREWORKS, Dept. F, 418 W. Broadway, Farmington, NM 
67401." (106)_ 

SURVIVE! Knives are only as good as their edge. Simple 
sharpening method produces most effective blades ever. 
Know how to do it yourself. $2 and SASE. PRECISION 
BLADE. PO Box 2358, Bloomfield, NJ 07003. (104)_ 

STAND IN THE DOOR! And be prepared to buy, sell or trade 
your milltaria ASAP when you advertise in The Military Ex¬ 
change! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE. PO Box 693. Boulder. 
CO 80306. (114-T/O)_ 

SUPER DISCOUNT — outdoor gear, hunting, camping, back¬ 
packing, Army surplus goods at super discount prices. Send a 
double SASE or $1 to: TO SPORTS, 2041 Reo Road, Lansing, 
Ml 48910. (105) 

SOLID SILVER BULLETS— plated cases, .25—$8.50. .38 — 
$12.50,9mm—$12.50, .45 - $21, standard loads, 20% off sets 
of six. THE LAST ROUND, 3202 Hunterwood, Missouri City, 
TX 77459. (104) 

MILITARY VETERANS SERVICE CERTIFICATES. 10x13, 
colored with gold, embossed seal, $9.95. SASE for information 
on personalized certificates. JOHN LOGSDON, 2495 Night¬ 
shade Lane, Fremont, CA 94539. (104) 



ELITE UNIT STATIONARY! Quality bond paper with the letter¬ 
head taken from Original Elite Unit stationary I “AIR AMERICA" 
50 sheets/$5. "MAC-SOG, VIETNAM" 50 sheets/$5, "SAS” 
50 sheets/^. Add $2.50 postage per order. Guaranteed! Free 
catalog! CLOAK & DAGGER PUBLICATIONS. 825A 25th 
Street. Ogden. UT 84401. (104-4)_ 

CLOAK & DAGGER PUBLICATTONS— free catalog of book 
and interesting Items relating to espionage and clandestine 
operations! CLOAK & DAGGER PUBLICATIONS, 825A 25th 
Street, Ogden. UT 84401. (104-5) 


FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF86-F, Honolu- 
lu, HI 96806. (110)_ 

AMERICAN FLAGS — show your spirit! Highest quality 
2V4X4V4 peel and stick vinyl. For car, home, anywhere. 10/$5. 
MB INDUSTRIES, 34-A Church Street, Milford. MA 01757. 
(105)_ 

BILL COLLECTOR, we collect overdue bills. If you don't re¬ 
ceive payment, we don't charge! C.R., PO Box 34834, Rich- 
mond, VA 23234. (104) _ 

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE to be back in the Army for a few 
days? ENLIST NOW! Spend 3 days in an authentic military 
environment. Drill Sergeants, Army chow, weapons firing, tac¬ 
tical training. Send $1 for details, class schedules, and fees. 
THE REGIMENT LTD., PO Box 763, Greenville, SC 29602. 
(105)_ 

BUY KNIVES, CUTLERY ITEMS at wholesale. Save up to 
60%, huge selection, satisfaction guaranteed, fast service. 
Catalog $2 FIRST CLASS. SMOKY MOUNTAIN KNIFE 
WORKS, Box 714SOF, Sevierville, TN 37862. (105-lt) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws, both $4. Police catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. (104) 

RANDALL KNIVES * * * CUSTOM KNIVES. Immediate deliv¬ 
ery *' No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 300 in stock at 
all times. Glossy color photos of the knives are included with 
our lists. List prices are $2 for RANDALL, $3 for CUSTOM, or 
both for $4. We are honorary members of the Knifemaker’s 
Guild and a major dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. 
Address NORDIC KNIVES. 1634-C4 Copenhagen Dr.. Sol- 
vang, CA 93463. Phone (805) 686-3612. (108)_ 

US ARMY! WE KICK ASS! T-shirt. $7.95. Bumper sticker $2. 
P.W., Dept. SF, Box 709, Prudenville, Ml 48651. (104) 


NOW AVAILABIJE! 


m adventurer's™^ 

BULLWHIP 

Thick, 
High-Grade 
Leather 

From: 

CAniE BAROH" LEATHER CO. 

SOUP LEATHER CORE - The ORIGINAL ^ 

Used in EXPEOmONS Around the World 
All HAND-PLAITED. THICK. Genuine 


Permanent tip 
• Original "Ruddy- 
Brown" Color 
. LEATHER COVEBEO 
HANDLE a BALL W/ 
WRIST LOOP 
TM 



ATDBWEBCDaNBtY 
NO HASSLES • NO DOAYS 


Add m SMppIna A ln>. bi U.S.A. 

- FwetanTdd a» - , 


NOTE THESE BUELWHIPS 
ARE NOT TOYS t NOT CHEAP 
FOREIGN MADE SOUVENIRS 
THEY ARE GENUINE, 


tfUftKIHB BUHWHIESimii 

AT OUB TEXAS FACTOBY BY 


I MASTER WHIPMAKEflS 


LEATHER BELT CARRIER $7.95 
• A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TlXL • 

Wherr Swung Property,, KINETIC ENBHjY Makes 
the TIP Of the ADVENTURER’S BULLWHIP' MOVE 
AT OVER 1400 FEET PER SECOND. 

• WTfP-HANOLMG Instnxdiorrs Included. 

The H«HEST QUAUTY. TOUGHEST BUU.WHIPS 
Available - Pertectly BALANCED For ACCURACY. 


CMnr GMD mOHI OmeRI CM (5125 097-8600 
CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. SOF-6 

San Antonio. TX 78201 


PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL overseas mail drop. Professional 
remailing and mail forwarding services. Economical rates, 
FREE information. KATTEGAT, TSTPO 98108, Kowloon, 
HONG KONG. (104) 

MILITARY MEDALS & DECORATIONS, bought/sold/traded. 
Current list $1; subscription $6. VERNON, Box 1387SF, N. 
Baldwin, NY 11510 (VISA/MASTERCARD). (110)_ 

PRIVACY CATALOG FREE! Discover latest low-profile tech¬ 
niques. Secret hiding places, cash income opportunity, mail, 
telephone privacy, financial privacy. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410- 
SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (104) 

BOUNTY HUNTERS, over 100 MILLION DOLURS In RE¬ 
WARDS AVAILABLE. Free information write: BOUNTY 
HUNTERS, Suite 413, 1251 South Reynolds, Toledo, OH 
43615. (112)_ 

“EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE disposal designs on T-shirts, 
hats, buckles, mugs. Call (703) 451-2548 or send $1 for cata- 
log to: SSP, PO Box 5017, Springfield. Virginia 22150." (106) 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN WAR books unobtainable 
USA. Write: GALAGO PUBLISHING. PO Box 404, Alberton 
1450. SOUTH AFRICA, for free catalogue. (106) 


COMBAT SANDALSn 

• LAND& 

• WATER: 





RUNNING. HIKING 
RIVER FORGING 
MARTIAL ARTS 
BASIC SURVIVAL 
JUNGLES/DESERTS 
BEACH ASSAULT/WAR 

15“ 


• TOP SOLES (Leather) special water resistant. 

• BOTTOM SOLES IRubber) non-marklnp Brown. 

• BINDING SYSTEM |'/^'' Nylon) 10001b. test Brown. 

• LACES {V Cordura Nylon) 750 lb. test Brown. 
LENGTHS: 4 to 13'/? Men: 5 to ll'/j Women. 

WIDTHS; (N) Narrow to Med; |W) Wide to Med. 

If a perfect medium, order (N) 

Write usual length & width It knowh, S/or 
send tracing of toot while standing. 

NYLON LACES. WEBBING & LEATHER 
ARE GUARANTEED 5 YEARS. 


Send: $43. * $2. UPS 
j Include this ad b 
% & UPS is free. I 
Or lor more Info S toot 
sizing sheet, write or 
□hone; |619] 436-2222 
m/C & vtSA by phone. 
Or phone your favorite 
survival supplier. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 
ALP SAJVDALS 
244 N. HWY. lOl-B 
ENCINITAS, CA 92024 


The Ultimate Hi-Perlormance Open Footwear! 


“IF THIS GETS INTO THE HANDS OF THE KGB, ITS CUR¬ 
TAINS FOR THE FREE WORLD". Impressive rubber stamp— 
great for correspondence $8. Other rubber stamps, ‘TOP 
SECRET" $5, "EYES ONLY" $5. "THE BEARER OF THIS 
DOCUMENT IS ACTING UNDER THE HIGHEST AUTHOR¬ 
ITY, DO NOT DETAIN OR QUESTION HIM” $8, rubber 
stamps for the security and intelligence professional! Free 
catalog, add $2.50 postage per order. Guaranteed! CLOAK & 
DAGGER PUBLICATIONS. 825A 25th Street. Ogden, UT 
64401. (104-6) _ 

“PEN GUN .22 cat” —you make with simple tools and mate¬ 
rials. Guaranteed. Rush $4.95. ENTIUM, Box 1650(1), Caro-, 
tina, PR 00626. (104) _ 

Gl SURPLUS: A brand-new list of military items (new & used), 
includes clothing, knives, footwear, fieldgear, manuals, etc. 
Send $1 to: THE SUPPLY SERGEANT, Dept. SF, 4300 High- 
way 20, Buford, GA 30518. (106)_ 

HARMON’S SURVIVAL & Combat Supplies. Survival-type 
books, over 500 titles, authentic military clothing & equipment, 
SWAT & tactical equipment, medical supplies, rapelling equip¬ 
ment, gun parts, magazines, survival foods, knives, blowguns. 
Stop by at: 7655 Park Palce, Houston, TX 77087. (713) 641- 
4549. (104)_ 

TRACK DOWN ANYONE — team the secrets of skip tracing 
from the and start making money in this exciting, fast-growing 
field. Send $4.95 to HOLMES PUBLISHING, PO Box 5558, 
Mesa, AZ 85201. (104)_ 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE! Bugging devices, electronic 
timers, transmitters, phone taps, and more. Catalog $1 refund¬ 
able with order. CAS ELECTRONICS, 1559-J Amar Road, 
Suite 457, West Covina. CA 91792, (104) __ 

NUCLEAR WAR TARGET listing of hundreds of Military, Gov¬ 
ernment, Industrial, and Population Targets In all 50 United 
States. It’s getting late. $3.95. TARGETS, Box 2661, Decatur, 
IL 62526. (104)_ 

“MILITARY FOOTWEAR collector welcomes input for his 
book on care, style, traditions, sea stories from the man who 
wears his boot with pride. Box 191, Milton Village, MA 02187." 
(104)_ 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION of Investigators and Special 
Police, free membership Information. Write: NAtSP, Suite 602, 
134 West 32nd Street, New York, NY 10001. (104) 

OPERATION RENAISSANCE — pamphlet containing state of 
the art conditioning program and philosophy. Any age or cond. 
Send $10 to: K.D. ENTERPRISES. PO Box 69-4154, Miami. 
FL 33269. (104) 



Design Ent. Inc. 
P.O, Box 810 
Montpelier 
Vermont 05602 
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ATTENTION 


Super New Board Game of 
Strategy and Intrigue 


COUNTER ALL 

TERRORISTS!' 

C.AT. 

Age 11-Adult 1-6 Players 


Now Available at the 
Pentagon Book Store 

Or Send $20.00 Check or M/0 To: 

CAX Games, Inc. 

Post Office Box 47122 
Washington, DC 20050-7122 


ATTENTION MARINES— see our large selection of USMC 
hats and shirts. Bold designs, a must for all lethemecksi Free 
brochure, fast service. BULL DOG HAT CO., 6278 N. Federal 
Hwy., Suite 301, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308. (105)_ 

NUTS! THE BATTLE OF BASTOGNE may be history, but a 
Military Exchange classified ad will grab those militaria collec¬ 
tors you want to reach today! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O)_ 

GET RICH prospecting for gems in the US. My report tells 
where to look. $15. G.L. PEARSON. Rt. 4, Box 149, Sioux 
Falls, SD 57107. (104)_ 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. SPEC, Dept. 1285, Box 444, Los Alamitos. CA 
90720. (112-lt) _ 

BUTTERFLY KNIFE. 9" open, 4" surgical steel blade, strong 
stainless handle, $19.95 postpaid. Catalog $1. ATHENA IN¬ 
TERNATIONAL, PO Box 19058, Dept. SOF, Baltimore, MD 
21284. (104) _ 

NON-CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS AND TACTICS. Never 
be without a weapon again! Convert almost any object Into an 
effective weapon for self-defense. This unique video will show 
you how. FREE DETAILS. MARTIAL ARTS VIDEO PRODUC- 
TIONS, Rt. 3, Box 90(A). Collins, MS 39428. (104)_ 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportunities. Hid¬ 
ing your assets. Fionancial privacy, secret loans. EDEN 
PRESS. Box 6410-PV, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (105) 

CONRDENTIAL FLORIDA ADDRESS. Mail foiwarding/re- 
ceiving. Code name fine. Street address. Many services avail¬ 
able. Write: ROSS PUBLICATIONS. PO Box 5335, Gaines¬ 
ville. FL 32602. (106) 


VIETNAM PHOTOS— ten for $5.50, samples $2. Photo — 
Eva Hitler $6. RAY BUNTING. Rd. 1. Box 154, Milford, DE 
19963. (104)_ 

‘^MUSHROOMS CURE TERRORISM” (picture of a 
Mushroom Cloud) bumper sticker. $3.50 to: BULLSTAR EN- 
TERPRISES, PO Box 1822, Glendora. CA 91740. (105) 

SURVIVAL CARDS: just the thing for wilderness explorer or 
military pilot. THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE. COMPACT. 
SURVIVAL GUIDE. Over 300 items on five, 3x5 plastic cards, 
150 illustrations. 64 edible plants: $4.95 ppd. Survival Knives 
at DISCOUNT PRICES. Survival kits. Price sheet FREE on 
request. SOUTHWEST FIREARM ACCESSORIES. Dept. SF. 
PO Box 57415, Webster, TX 77598. (104)_ 

CORPSMAN FIRST-AID KIT O.D. canvas pouch contains 
gauze, band-aids, tape, salt-tabs, aspirin, sutures, tweezers, 
peroxide, iodine, tomiquet and more. $15.95 postpaid. J.A. 
DISTRIBUTING, Dept-SF, 1485 Shore Pkwy 5F. Bklyn, NY 
11234>(104)_ 

“BALLISTIC KNIVES— new, longer, faster with cushioned 
combat grip. Send $99.95 plus $2.50 shipping and handling, 
cashier check or money order to: GREG’S GUNS, 1001 S. 
Third Street, Suite E, Las Vegas. NV 89101.” (104) 




NEW!! 




The Original ADVENTURER'S 

'TonSr Casbah- 

LOCKBLADEFOLDERS DUELING KNIFE 


In The World! 

» 161^” LONG ~ OPENED 
•9H”x 2" Folded 

• 7Vi ' LONG TEMPERED STAINLESS 
TOLEDO STEEL 8LADE I’A" WIDE 

• SIX STEEL LOCKING 

TEETH ^ 

•SOLID BRASS 
BOLSTERS 

• WHITE 
PEARLEXE 
HANDLES, 


THE ORIGINAL GYPSY DUEUNG 
KNIFE Used in Duels All Over 
EUROPE And In The Casbahs of 
CASABLANCA, 
KHARTOUM 
& CAIRO. 

HANDMADE 
& PERFECTLY 
:L-8ALANCED' 
In Europe by 
EUROPEAN ARMORERS 



PRICES: 

ORIGINAL 

7V," Blade 
16Vh" OPENED 


$99.95 


SOLD AS COLLECTORS ITEMS 
ONLY. YOU. ARE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR OBEYING YOUR LOCAL 
LAWS. 

"Beware Ql Cheap Imitations" 


Custom Molded Leather Scabbard 
(Ong. Mod Only) eoO QC 
(Rtch-Husset' or Black) CpZS. UO 

X-Ira Lge SULTAN MODEL 

21%” OPENED $139.95 

THE ONLY DUEUNG 
LOCKBLADES AVAILABLE 




CAVALRY 

SLOUCHES 

from the Amer. 
West totheDMZ 


Made of quality black fur felt with a leather 
Id and dbl. stitched rim, this hat c 
worn by chopper pilots in Nam. 
in sizes 7, 7V4. 7V2. 

without $CO 
ppd insig & cord 90 ppd 


**AFRIKA KORPS” 
STYLE Mu|3 

FIELD HATS 


Quality made and Iglly lined in Woodland, 
Day Desert or Tiger Stffie, Night Desert, 
Cammo. Also avail, in Black or Khaki. Field 

Grey. Sizes: S-M-L-XL, *26.50 PPd 

ill. catalog 1.50 or Free w/order 

MILITARIA INC. 

138 Kearny Ave.. Depc. SF 
Kd-arny, N.J. 07032 (£01 i 9^3-7471 


MILITARY SURPLUS— chemical warfare equipment, military 
clothing, equipment, decorations, manuals, ^tf-addressed 
stamps (39-cent) envelope for catalog. J.R. SALES, Box 
4253F. Lancaster. CA 93539-4253. (103)_ 

WHEN LOCAL PHARMACIES disappear, be prepared to 
grow medicinal herbs from our quality seeds. SO varieties 
available. Package of 12 most valuable only $19.50 plus $1.50 
p&h. HERBAL RESEARCH, 1614 E. Edgewater Dr., Tempe, 
AZ 85283. (104)_ 

BEHIND THE UNESI Your classified ad in Military Exchange 
will find those hard to reach buyers, sellers, and traders of 
miTHarial THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. (114-T/O) 

PARA-COMMANDO SURVIVAL COURSE! Southern Califor¬ 
nia area. Learn survival skills in natural and man-made hostile 
environments with comprehensive weapon training. (714) 978- 
0266. (104) 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS (512) 697<8900 
SenavisA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

MC. Chock P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. SOF-6 

>0 San Antonio, TX 76201 


NEWEST AND MOST PROFESSIONAL RECON SCHOOL. 
Be one of the first to train with the best. Applications now being 
taken. Bi-lingual Special Forces trained instruction. Live fire 
US and foreign weapons. Patrolling, unconventional warfare, 
Alpine, Para, Assauit. Send $1 for details, class schedules and 
fees. THE REGIMENT LTD., PO Box 5285, Hickory, NC 
28603. (105)_ 

HUNTING KNIVES, fishing equipment, military miniatures. 
Catalog $3. SHOWCASE MINIATURES, PO Box 1011, Dept. 
SF, Hutchinson, KS 67504-1011. (104) 


WWll AMMO BOX; Cal .30Mi metal orginal, excellent, water¬ 
proof, collector or outdoorsman. JAS ENTERPRISES, Dept. F, 
Box 38118, Germantown. TN 38183. (104)_ 

DISCREET MAIL RECEIVING and forwarding. Services tai¬ 
lored to individual needs. EXECUTIVE ADDRESSES, 1616- 
171h Street. Suite M-76. Denver. CO 80202. Ph. (303) 628- 
5465. (104)_ 

Ml QARANDS; direct from our government, CHEAP; purch¬ 
ase instructions $6, CC/MO/CASH. INFORMATION SYS- 
TEMS, Box 4093SOF, Star City, WV 26504. (104)_ 

FREE GUNS AND AMMO from our government. Get Ml 
Garands and ammo (unlimited supply), for the taxes you pay 
they owe you this! Legal and guaranteed. Instructions $10, 
CC/MO/CASH. INFORMATION SYSTEMS. Box 4093S0F. 
Star City, WV 26504. (104) 


“HOW TO TEACH YOUR DOG— to guard your fenced-in 
yard," "How to poison-proof your pet" $2.50 each, postpaid. 
C.J. CHAPMAN. Box 410, Aripeka, FL 34252-0410. (105) 


WE SELL UNIQUE professional manuals that we can't adver¬ 
tise here. List $1. FREEDOM PRESS, Box 4093SOF, Star 
City, WV 26504. (104) 




Support AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


THE BRAVE V 
PEOPLE OF \ 
AFGHANISTAN ' 

IN THEIR FIGHT . 
FOR FREEDOM AGAINST S0VIET\ 
AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 


All funds collected will be donated 
to pro-western Afghan resistance 
groups selected by the SOF staff. 
These funds will be used solely for 
the purchase of arms, ammunition 
and medical supplies as specified 
by the groups receiving assistance. 
No funds collected will be expend¬ 
ed for salaries or administration. 


Selous 

Scouts 

Collection 


ORIGINAL 

ISSUE 

• Beret • Badge 

• T-Shirt • Stable belt 

(small only) 

Some stable belts & 
badges are used. 

Includes letter of 
authenticity. 

$100 a set. Limited 
supplies left. Please 
include $2.00 for p&h. 


SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, CO 80306 
303-449-3750 


Donations are NOT tax deductable. 
Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedom Fighters’ Fund 
Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 
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VIET CONG 


HUNTING CLUB 


Original jacket patch sold and worn in 

1 Vietnam. Rare collectors item. Rush $800 

V 

# plus SO* postage and handling to; 


A DIRECTLINE, Dept VC 


^ P.O. Box 529 

Comstock Park, Ml 49321 


7TH CAVALRY REGIMENT, Garry Owen buckle, fine lost wax 
detail, solid brass, 2% x 33/4”, numbered, $20. Check-MO. B.L 
WILLIAMSON, Dept. SF, 1625 Chamblee, Norman, OK 
73071. (104) 

THE “PARALYZER” STOPS THEM. The “PARALY2ER” is 
the latest tear gas defense weapon against crime. One shot in 
the face will stop a 300 lb. man. Made in the USA with military 
C.S. tear gas. Pocket unit--$6.95, Police-size unit—$9,95. 
Add $1 for shipping. Send check or money order to: J.R.O. 
ENTERPRISES, 23-03 - 43rd Street, Astoria. NY 11105. (104) 

“THE JOY OF REVENGE,” Miss Nasty’s get-even book 
$4.95. MESA, Box 1798-F7, Denver, CO 80201, (104) 

NIGHT MOVEMENTS! The classic Japanese manual on Night 
Fightingl Learn night psychology, silent movements, night fir¬ 
ing, edged weapons, night vision and hearing and more! Used 
to train snipers, scouts and infiltration experts! 133 pages— 
diagrams $12.50 plus $2.50 postage—guaranteed! Free cata¬ 
log! CLOAK & DAGGER PUBLICATION. 825A 25th Street, 
Ogden. UT 84401. (104-1)_ 

HISTORY OF THE GERMAN SECRET SERVICES— original 
British Intelligence Manual, never before released! 113 pages 
with diagrams and illustrations of espionage equipment! 
$12.50 plus $2,50 postage—guaranteed! CLOAK & DAGGER 
PUBLICATIONS. 825A25th Street. Ogden, UT 84401. (104-2) 


Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your 
office or home. Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up. 
This device is not an answering service. 


Super Powerful 

Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics. L 
Transmits up to Vi mile to any PM radio. I 
Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 

Call (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95^ $1.00 shipping per 
hem to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, lyielboume, FL 32901. 
COD’S accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 



COMBAT ZONE TRAINING CENTER. Physical fitness, com¬ 
bat karate, range. Serious only, SASE. HOGAN, PO Box 424, 
East Meadow, NY 11554. (105)_ 

EAST GERMAN “Ausweis” cards in Russian/German with 
Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin unknown. $6. D. 
EWING, Box 993, Montpelier. VT 05602. (103)_ 

PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL overseas mail drop. Professional 
rflm^iling and mall forwarding services. Economical rates, 
FREE infdrmgdion KATTEGAT, TSTPO 98108, Kowloon, 
HONG KQNG. Ii&d) 



DON'T W 
YOU NI 

AIT TILL 
:ED ME! 

MICHEL 0 

-Custom K? 
P.O. Bux 418 
Quebec, Can 
Tel.: (819) 
Catalog availab 
Send 2 dt 

UELLETTE 

'jiFE Maker 

, Sawyerv'ille 
,ada JOB 3A0 

889-2554 
lejuly 1, 1986 
sllar bills 

NOTICE; To customers who previously 1 

contacted Michel - your correspondence was 1 
unfortunately lost in a fire and you are now 1 

invited to call toll free 1-800-567-2705. ■ 

APRIL 10 UNTIL JUNE 30, 1986. I 

From continental U.S.A. ONLY 1 


MILITARY MEDALS & DECORATIONS, bought/sold/traded. 
Current list $1; subscription $6. VERNON, Box 1387SF, N. 
Baldwin, NY 11510 (VISA/MASTERCARD). (110)_ 

PRIVACY CATALOG FREE! Discover latest low-profile tech¬ 
niques. Secret hiding places, cash income opportunity, mall, 
telephone privacy, financial privacy. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410- 
SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (104)_ 

BOUNTY HUNTERS, over 100 MILLION DOLLARS in RE¬ 
WARDS AVAILABLE. Free information write: BOUNTY 
HUNTERS, Suite 413, 1251 South Reynolds. Toledo, OH 
43615. (112)__ 

“EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE disposal designs on T-shirts, 
hats, buckles, mugs. Call (703) 451-2548 or send $1 for cata- 
log to: SSP, PO Box 5017, Springfield, Virginia 22150.” (106) 


BADGES OF THE SOVIET ARMED FORCES, Elite Units, and 
KGB. Reprint of the rare Russian language publication! En¬ 
glish translations for all photographs & illustrations! 110 pages, 
black and white and colorl $12.50 plus $2.50 postage— 
guaranteed! CLOAK & DAGGER PUBLICATIONS, 825A 25th 
Street. Ogden, UT 84401. (104-3)_ 

ATTENTION MARINES— see our large selection of USMC 
hats and shirts. Bold designs, a must for all Leathernecks! Free 
brochure, fast service. BULL DOG HAT CO., 6278 N. Federal 
Hwy, Suite 301, Fort Lauderdale. FL 33306. (105)_ 

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSEES make moneyl Sell guns 
and ammunition to others. Order guns for non-licensees on 
cost-plus basis. Buy wholesale. FREE: "Starting Your Oen 
Gun Business” and “What To Do After Applying." Other be¬ 
nefits, license guaranteed or refund! $7.95. METRO, Box 
2161-TM, Boulder. CO 80306. (105)_ 

FFL APPLICATION KITI Correct "procedures," latest revised 
BATF instructions! License guaranteed or full refund! $5. 
MONARCH, Box 65-GR, Golden, CO 80402. (105) _ 

OFFSHORE JOBS! All occupations! $15,000 — $75,000! 
Week on, week off! Companies now hiring! Free details! 
OFFSHORE, Box 4478-SF, Biloxi, MS 39531. Send long. 
stamped envelope. (105-ck)_ 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS for $44 through the US 
Government? Get the facts today! Call (312) 742-1142, ext. 
331-A. (105) 


YES! 

Please put my name on the 
Soldier of Fortune mailing list. 

Name_ 

Address__ 

Citv,State,Zip_ 

Send to: SOF Exchange, P.O. Box 687, 
Boulder, CO 80306 


SURVIVAL 

KNIFE 


GUARANTEED 10 YEARS 



DISCOUNT SALE! For the outdoorsman. A knife, 
saw, hatchet, fish scaler and hammer. 
Rugged 9%*’ knife, 5” blade. 


LAMINATED 

leather handle. 


Rich leather belt 


sheath contains honing 
stone, leg ties. Imported. 

IF BROKEN WITHIN 10 YEARS WE WILL REPLACE FREE! Use 
30 days, if not pleased return for refund. REGULARLY Si 4,95. 
NOW ONLY $7.95 PLUS $1.95 delivery. Send $9.90 today I 
MIDWEST KNIFE CO., Dept. S-2911, 9043 S. Western Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60620. Mail orders only. Our 48th year, (312) 445-6166 
SPECIAL — 2 knives for $18.00 prepaid. 


RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN WAR books unobtainable 
USA. Write; GALAGO PUBLISHING. PO Box 404, Alberton 
1450, SOUTH AFRICA, for free catalogue. (106) 

WE HAVE THINGS FOR SALE that can't be advertised in this 
magazine. Catalog $1. PO Box 1881, Murfreesboro, TN 
37133. (110)_ 

TIGER TRADING POST, military and camping supplies at low 
prices. Price list $1. PO Box 660756, Miami, FL 33266-0756. 
(106) 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 

$ 5.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PCRCHASE 

P.O. Box 20.178 • Dallas, TX 75220 


MILITARY HISTORY 

ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

See military history as it happened! World 
War I through the Falklands campaign. The 
other side of World War II.' original German 
combat newsreels and features of the greol 
battles. Rare Allied Army and Air Force documentaries. Also Korea, Vietnam, 
and contemporary Soviet Army, Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
moteriols. feto/VHS, olso PAL Standard. Reasonable prices, fast service. Write 
or phone for free illustrated catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 29035, Chicago, Illinois 60629, Phane 312-436-8051. 



FIREWORKS, M-80 SALUTES, smoke, 100s of items. 4-day 
delivery. Low prices. Catalog $1. PCB1 ^1, Murfreesboro, TN 
37133. (108)_ 

RANGER-AIRBORNE-BODYGUARD Training catalog and 
complete information, $4 ($5 foreign). CSTC, 2100 North 
Broadway, Suite 37, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (105)_ 

ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY, EXCITEMENT. 

Send $1 (refundable) to J.C. THOMPSON, PO Box 20403-S, 
Seattle, WA 98102. (104)_ 

RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE and metal unit badges. Abso¬ 
lutely genuine. PLUS onginal prints of military vehicles and 
uniforms. Authentic elephant hair bracelets $15. Send $1 for 
price list to COMMAND POST, 3025 Highway 31 South, 
Pelham, AL 35124. Phone (205) 663-5678. (108)_ 

U.S. DOLLAR, we sell U.S. dollar for foreign currencies, write 
for quotation. Vendemos dolares Americanos, aceptamos 
monedas varias, para informacion escribir. ELECTROBABLE, 
PO Box 441,- Beloeil, Quebec, Canada J3G-5S9. (105) 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


ONLY 


$ 7 "“ 


POSTPAID 


Fires 22 cal. tear 

§ as or blank ammo, 
olid metal. 6 shot clip ^ 
fed. Rapid firing. With in- , 

stmctions & free cleaning rod. 

For self-protectioni theatre) dog i 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21, Money back guarantee. 

WESTBURY SALES CO. 





0 shioment to 
■Jew York 01 
California. 

Box 434, Dept. TA-6-SF, Westbury, New York 11590. 


SURVIVAL HOUSE— build small full facility retreat or camp 
HQ. PROTECT YOUR FAMILY; complete detailed plans $20. 
PROFEX GRAPHICS -1118 Glenshannon, Friendswood, TX 
77546. (104)__ 

COMBAT ZONE TRAINING CENTER. Physical fitness, com¬ 
bat karate, range. Serious only, SASE. HOGAN, PO Box 424, 
East Meadow, NY 11554. (105) _ 

EAST GERMAN “Ausweis” cards In Russian/German with 
Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin unknown. $6. D. 
EWING, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. (103) 


WE HAVE THINGS FOR SALE that can t be advertised In this 
magazine. Catalog $1. PO Box 1881, Murfreesboro, TN 
37133. (110) 




MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip J 
menl. Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bugs. ^ 
—and more. Send $2.00 to MiCROCOM J 
TECH CORP. for catalog. Refundable r 
^•'with purchase. Unbeatable prices. J 
MICROCOM TECH CORP. F J 
T 'mS^ranoe F O- Box 347341 • Cleveland, OH 44134.^5 



TIGER TRADING POST, military and camping supplies at low 
prices. Price list $1. PO Box 660756, Miami, FL 33266-0756. 
(106) _ 

SURVIVAL HOUSE— build small full facility retreat or camp 
HQ. PROTECT YOUR FAMILY; complete detailed plans $20. 
PROFEX GRAPHICS -1118 Glenshannon. Friendswood. TX 
77546. (104) 


‘‘U.S. ARMY GUERRILLA WARFARE” 

(FM 31-21 — Large Edition) 

NOW ONLY $7.00 Postpaid 

Free book catalog on request 
Send Cash, Check or M.O. to: 

“THE GHEAT KEN HALE“ 

P.O. Box 395, McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 


UZI, H&K, AR15, Ruger Mini-14 accessories! Send $2 (re¬ 
fundable with order) for brochure. All the goodies you’ve b^n 
looking for. Discounts available. GUNS PLUS, 259 Bobby 
Jones Expwy., Martinez, GA 30907. (105) 
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A. Micro adjustable 
sights for 
elevation and 
windage 

B. 25 shot pellet tube 

C. All steel rifled 
barrel 


D. Positive safety 

E. Pistol grip 

F. Military sling 

G. Retractable stock 

H. Camouflage 
forearm and grip 


V iTo order by mail, use coupon or separate sheet. Mail 
I ^ payment or credit card information with expiration 
date, card number and signature. You must be 18 
years or older tbsorder 

AIR SHOT corporation 
P. O. BOX 430043, SOUTH MIA^FL 33243 


Shoots .177 pellets 
Single stroke cocking 
European design 
One year warranty 
Satisfaction guaranteed 


95 

EACH 


This is a serious, highly accurate, powerful 
air rifle — not a toy. and may only be 
purchased by adults. 


AIR SHOT CORPORATION 

P.O. BOX 430043, SOUTH MIAMI, FL 33243 

Please send me_air shot sun/jval carblne(s) @ $79.95 each. 

Also includes 100 pellets and 20 targets. 

Florida residents add 5% sales tax. 

No handling charge, freight prepaid anywhere in the continental USA. 
Orders outside USA add $5.00 shipping and handling. 

This must be signed, x_ 

I affirm that I am 18 years old or older. 

□ MasterCard □ Visa □ Money Order □ Check Enclosed 
Not sold in New York City. 

Credit Card No. 

111111111111111111 n 

Expiration Date 

I I I I I II I I 


Name. 
Address _ 
Clty_ 


Phone. 


. State. 


SOF 






















INTRODUCTORY OFFER 



The MILITARY EXCHANGE 
1 YEAR (12 ISSUES) ONLY $9.95 

SAVE 58% OFF THE ONE-YEAR SINGLE-COPY PRICE and 
28% OF THE REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION PRICE* 


□ Payment enclosed (must accompany order) 

□ MasterCard □ VISA 

Card #-- 

Exp. Date:_ 

Signature:_ 

‘Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $24.00 and regular sub¬ 
scription rate of $14.00. Offer good in U.S. only. Please allow 6-8 weeks 
for your first copy to be mailed. Offer expires 6/86. 


Address 


City 


State Zip Code 
BTMXF6 


BUY • SELL • TRADE 
M^X 

The MILITARY EXCHANGE 

— the direct way to reach thousands of avid coiiectors and buyers of 
military surplus, vehicles and parts, international military collectibles 
and war surplus, weapons and accessories and much, much more! 


6 MONTHS, SAME AD (PREPAID) = 

*10% DISCOUNT 

12 MONTHS, SAME AD (PREPAID) = 

«25% DISCOUNT 


CLASSIFIED AD RATES (per word) 


Reg. 

15C 

Italic 

250 

REG. CAPS 

200 

ITALIC CAPS 

300 

Bold Reg. 

250 

Bold Italic 

350 

BOLD CAPS 

300 

BOLD ITALIC CAPS 

400 


MINIMUM INSERTION OF $5.00 PER ISSUE. 


Front page “SPECIALS” advertising (color optional) available — 
call for rates (303) 449-3750. 

Classified deadline is the 15th of the month preceding the issue cover date. 










Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City/State/Zip: 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 9 MT. MORRIS, IL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


MX, 

The Military Exchange 

P.O. Box 349 

Mt. Morris, IL 61054-9980 


DETACH THIS CARD AND SEND TO MX SALES OFFICE ADDRESS 


Please run the following classified ad in 
_consecutive issue(s) of MX. 


ALL ADS MUST BE PREPAID — 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO 

MILITARY EXCHANGE ADVERTISING. 


.words®. 

.words®. 


-0 each = $_ 


_0 each = $_ 


discount for. 


. TOTAL WORDS = $_x 

. issues = $_, minus a_% 

_months prepaid = 


. AMOUNT ENCLOSED. 


1 



MX Advertising 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


n Please send me information on display advertising rates for MX. 






NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

RRST CLASS _ PERMIT NO. 8 _ MT. MORRIS, IL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


SOLDIER OF 
FORYIJNE 

P.O. Box 348 

Mt. Morris, IL 61054-9984 














_ Addrau 

Card# Exp. Dale 


_ Cl*y Stale Zlpcode 

Signature BTSFT6 

(Payment must accompany order. Offer good in U.S., Mexico & Canada only. Foreign & Special Domestic 
rates available upon request. Please allow 6-8 weeks for your first copy to be mailed.) 

OffAr Axnirpfi 


□ YES! The course Is clear. Send me one year (12 Issues) of SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE for only $23.95. 1 save 33%. (Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $36.) 


□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) 

□ MasterCard □ VISA 















In a survival situation, 
you want tlic n tost mi- 
ctmiproiiiiiiing weapon 
that money can buy. The 
HK 91 Senii- Autoniarir 
Assault Rifle fri^ii 
Heckler & KrK:h- 

The HK 91 was tlei ivct-i 
directly from the ti3. It-S 
delayed loller-locked bolt 
system redua^s recoil to 
keep the gun on tjiE g)eE. It 
exceeds the most ^nangent 
NATO accuracy require¬ 
ments—right out oftlK- 
box. And UK’s revolution¬ 
ary scope inoLintiiig system 
g^iiiraiisces rliiU y'ouVe still 
zeroed-in every tinit^ 
mount your scopr. 

Easy to it maintain and 
take apart, the HK 91 iii 
cal. 308 and the HK 93 
in cal. 223 were boch de¬ 
signed as parts of an inte¬ 
grated gLiii systeni- The HK 
system of Eiitercliiingeable 
parts and accessories enables 
these precision timantis to 
adapt cjiuckly to tltanging 
tacueal situations^ 

Leading military oprr- 
atioiis Eind law enforceineijt: 
agencies around the woild 
rely on firearms that bear 
the H&K name. Youi‘ choice 
is equally clear. Yoli can 
carry an orduiary weapon. 
Or own the ntost imcoin- 
promising fircaint ' ^ 
in the world. 


len ^u’re determined to survive 
YOU leave nothing to chance. 


" I r*r [Jh 
j ia\h£ of TTOHT 
ri^ui UfifK W 

il^fS(nUI4Ue 

in end Hr ra^wM jvio 

cvifjr Imai.hU't,. ChEI 

36S-3&51J. 
(ecx)) 573-2247. Or 

■ J^pwTl»t1^n1 U>: 

Im-i Ldii^ Etif4mc¥mfld 

jOE Lu Rwiii CWciEly. 

Vp^i^ 22021. 


Ina world of compromise, some dedt. 

H&K fiieaniB itc drsigtsd »Iw « safe as possible at all times. Due the safe l»ii Jliiie M\6 responsible use of a firearm arc your responsibility. Kcail tlur rV^^L-f \ irnHliul cmiHjfidly brfiwe 
I ywr gun. Kicp all firearms ih j place at all times. And consult your local pofiri; [kpiTUndM for information on firearms in.struction and gun nwricntip in your area. I 





